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Baytown Sun Extra 
FREE

with a Consolidation Loan from CRCU!

ERASE 
YOUR

RATES AS 
LOW AS

36 MONTHS!
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crcu.org/debt

Federally Insured 
by the NCUA

HOTSPOTS

The Baytown Sun
www.baytownsun.com

 (in front of Walmart) 

Catering
Catering

CATERING
(Get it, we do catering right!)

*Boxed Lunches
*Party Trays

*Catering

THE GREATEST SANDWICHES ON EARTH!

All of our 
sandwiches 
are served 

HOT
on our fresh 

baked 

HOMEMADE 
Bread

Mon - Fri 10:30 am - 6 pm | Saturday 10:30 am - 4pm  Closed Sunday

281-385-0002

SHERIFF BRIAN HAWTHORNE

R E - E L E C T

POL. ADV. PD. FOR BY BRIAN HAWTHORNE CAMPAIGN

I-10 @ Hwy 146  (281) 576-05552
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THE

            CARE
HAPPENS 

HERE

Best

Tues - Fri  • 11am-8pm
Saturday • 11am-6pm 

Closed Sunday & Monday

Meat Haven 
BBQ

Catering Available

ues - FFF iiriri • 11111111111aaamam-8pm- Fri • -ues - Fri • 111am-8pmues - FFFF iriri • 11111111111111aaamamam-8pmues - Fri • 111aam-8pm

Let Us Cater 
Your Next

Party!

9430 N TX-146

MONT BELVIEU

281-691-4373

The financing for an extensive Cedar 
Bayou dredging project has been secured.

Cedar Bayou Navigation District Chair-
man Tim Tyler announced Tuesday fund-

ing for the channel improvement project in 
Cedar Bayou is fully funded in the Corps 
of Engineers work plan for fiscal year 
2020. The amount needed to completed the 
improvements, just over $32 million, will 
allow the corps to complete the project in  
optimal time.

The goal of the project is to normalize 
an eight-mile stretch of the existing navi-
gation channel from mile marker three to 
the upper end of Highway 146. The chan-

nel will be improved to a depth of 10 foot 
and a width of 100 foot.  The improve-

ments will aid in flood mitigation and en-

hance the mobility of commerce. 
“The Cedar Bayou Navigation District 

has long been a critical channel serving 
the epicenter of America’s energy indus-

try and I am thrilled that they’re receiving 
$32 million to finally complete their vital 
project,” Congressman Brian Babin said. 
“The benefits that will stem from this ven-

ture will greatly enhance the community 
as well as local businesses, even going as 
far as impacting America’s economy.”

The project has received wide sup-

port from Chambers County, the City of 
Baytown and a significant number of key 
companies that rely on the channel for 
transport of goods.

“The Cedar Bayou plays an important 
part in our supply chain, serving as a stra-

tegic passage between our North Ameri-
can production site and the Houston Ship 
Channel,” Demetri Zervoudis, senior VP 
and site manager for Covestro Industrial 
Park, said. “The Bayou dredging project 
enables us to maximize our barge capaci-
ty, increasing our shipping efficiency and 
reducing overall barge traffic..”

$32 mil OK’d for bayou dredging 

I answered the only phone we had in 1971 and 
received a death threat regarding my father’s choice 
of who he played on the newly integrated varsity 
basketball team in Madisonville, Texas. Those were 
most difficult times as the “separate but equal” 
doctrine was shown to be grossly 
“unequal.” 

I can’t help but find parallels in the 
nation’s interest in the Barbers Hill 
ISD dress code. One of the finest 
school districts in the state is being 
wrongly condemned by outside influ-

ences because of our long-standing 
dress code, yet not a single media 
source has informed the public of the 
following: 

This issue isn’t an attempt to pro-

vide fair or “equal” treatment to all students which 
was the cornerstone of the Civil Rights movement 
in the last half-century. This is an attempt to force 
unfair or “unequal” treatment based on race or cul-
ture such that a child is given preferential treatment 
based on his ethnicity. 

Furthermore, we are not permitted by law to pro-

vide such unequal treatment and would and should 
be justifiably criticized if we allowed any exemption 
beyond what we are legally permitted to do. 

The courts have made it clear that African Amer-
ican culture is not given the same exemption from 
the dress code that, for example, Native American 
religion is regarding hair length. That’s not a Barbers 
Hill stance. It’s the law of the land. 

The student in question is a great kid, and I am 
proud of how well his 12 years of education at Bar-
bers Hill are demonstrated in the manner he articu-

lates and presents himself. I am likewise proud eight 
years ago to have given his ancestor, M.Q. Bradford, 
the highest award our district grants, the Honorary 
Alumni Award. M.Q. was a multi term Barbers Hill 
board member and yes, we had the same high expec-

tation including dress code. Our district successes in 
all areas are directly attributed to the high standards 
our community has always expected. 

Our board of trustees, which has included African 
American representation, takes sacred the role of 
representing their constituents, and we will continue 
to take our cue from our community not Hollywood. 

Barbers Hill ISD is one of the fastest growing dis-

tricts in the state chiefly because parents are seeking 
a child-centered district with the highest of expecta-

tions and proven results. We will continue to strive 
to be correct, rather than politically correct. 

Be it 1971 or 2020, our guiding principle contin-

ues to be that ALL students are treated equal and 
held to the same high expectations, allowing students 
of ALL ethnicities to achieve their full potential.

Dr. Greg Poole is Barbers Hill ISD superintendent 
of schools.

Separate is 
still not equal

GREG  

POOLE

Chambers Co. 
candidates court 
voters at forum

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The public was granted a chance to 
meet the candidates running in Cham-

ber County races and have some chili 
at an event hosted by the Anahuac Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Many of the candidates set up tables, 
handed out flyers explaining the platform 
of the candidates, some trinkets and a few 
home-cooked treats as well at the White 
Memorial Park Community Building.

Two of the three candidates running 
to be Chambers County Sheriff were on 
hand at the event. 

The current sheriff, Brian Hawthorne, 
was in Washington, D.C., taking part in 
the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Ar-
eas Conference. 

Capt. John Leger filled in for Haw-

thorne, answering questions. 
“There has been a lot of change in 

the department in the last seven years,” 
Leger said. “We’ve added a lot of new 
programs. We’ve added school resourc-

es officers, a marine unit, and our em-

ployees grew from about 70-odd peo-

ple to roughly 125. The department has 
improved immensely in the last seven 
years. I know the other candidates are 
talking about change. I would challenge 
them to show one area where the depart-
ment has not already improved in a pos-

itive manner.”
Wes King Jr., a former Chambers 

County sheriff’s deputy, was at the event, 
speaking to the public.

“I was born and raised in this county. I 
am a hometown boy, and I am not going 
anywhere,” King said. “I have no aspira-

tions other than being the sheriff of this 
county.”

King said, if elected, he would place 
more deputies on the street.

“I can do that with reorganization with-

out having to go to commissioners court 
and asking for more positions,” he said. 
“I am committed to a policing program 
and want a deputy to work that same dis-

trict all of the time. They can learn the 
businesses, and while they may not meet 
all of the residents, they can meet at least 
most of the residents so they can see a 
familiar face. Maybe, they will be more 
apt to talk to them.”

King also said he would increase the 
reserves of the division as well as the 
marine division.

“Thirty-one percent of the county is 
waterways,” he said. “We have just a 
couple of boats that work the waterways, 
and I want to increase that to where we 
can rotate, and have extra people out on 
the water. Also, I want to get the dive 
team started up. I want the county to 
have its own dive team instead of using 
so we do not have to rely on Baytown, 
Houston or have a situation that where 
we have to wait. “

Bert Whittington, an officer in the Har-
ris County Precinct 3 Constable’s Office, 
also running for sheriff, said his team is 
blessed.

“The most common question I’ve been 
asked is what am I going to do better 
than the current administration,” Whit-
tington said. “My biggest thing is that I 
want to put more visibility on the streets 
by having more deputies.”

Whittington said he wants to imple-

ment a city assistance program all on 
a volunteer basis. This program would 
help the elderly and/or disabled in times 
of danger. 

“We need to know if they are bedridden 
or are they wheel-chair bound,” he said. 
“In case of a natural disaster, we want to 
dispatch to their homes, and know what 
it will take to get them to safety.”

Whittington said he would also like to 
hire more female deputies as resource of-
ficers in the schools. 

SEE VOTERS • PAGE 2

Better 
ways to 
serve

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The United Way of Great-
er Baytown Area and Cham-

bers County gathered input 
from community leaders in 
Chambers County to help 
improve its services. 

Meeting with folks in 
Mont Belvieu Thursday 
afternoon at Barbers Hill 
ISD’s Eagle Nest, Sabrina 
Martin, the Sterling Mu-

nicipal Library marketing 
librarian, and Jennifer Fred-

erick, City of Baytown’s 
community engagement 
coordinator, led a group of 
community leaders in find-

ing out how to improve the 
local United Way organiza-

tion. 
Splitting the assessments 

up into three categories – 
Past, Present and Future – 
the group was asked to pro-

vide their take on where the 
United Way could improve.  

Lori Rumfield, the 
Baytown United Way’s 
Community Impact director, 
and Amegy Bank Vice Pres-

ident and Lacy Drive Bank-

ing Center Manager Crystal 
Stevenson were among the 
community members that 
submitted ideas.  

In the Past category, the 
group was asked where has 
the United Way been suc-

cessful in addressing hu-

man needs. Rumfield and 
Stevenson said housing for 
flood victims, help with 
counseling needs, and help-

ing people find resources 
answered this question.

Stevenson added strong 
volunteer leadership as a re-

sponse.
“We wouldn’t be doing 

United Way gets 
community input 
in Mont Belvieu

SEE INPUT • PAGE 2

Anahuac mayoral candidates Charlie Hen-
ry, right, and Tim Cwick were on hand for 
a meet-and-greet event sponsored by the 
Anahuac Area Chamber of Commerce. 
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