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Excavation paving way for Fort Anahuac statues

 Emory Worrell, looks at samples of the dirt removed from the trenches that are shifted through the screen 
in search of anything indicating a previously unknown structure. The dig is taking place so the Chambers 
County Historical Commission can install historical statutes of William B. Travis and his law partner, Patrick 
Jack. (Submitted photo)

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

There has been some archeo-
logical digging going on at Fort 
Anahuac Park related to its role 
in the Texas Revolution and for 
the future installation of two stat-
ues of historical figures. 

The Chambers County Histor-
ical Commission is involved in 
the project. 

“The monument will consist 
of two life-sized bronze statues, 
William B. Travis and his law 
partner, Patrick Jack, standing 
atop a stone base inscribed with 
the words ‘First Stand,’ a Texas 
flag, and then the word ‘Ana-
huac’ across the bottom edge,” 
said Sheryl Shaw, head of the 
commission. 

Shaw added the commission 
might use the words, “A Time to 
Stand” instead. 

The idea behind the statues is 
to help increase the amount of 
tourist traffic, appeal to history 
buffs, and serve as an education-
al tool for visitors.  

The archaeological dig began 
in October and was a state-re-
quired survey necessary to ap-
prove the area for construction 
of the monuments, according to 
Shaw. 

Earlier this month, Shaw said 
the commission received the go-
ahead to start on the actual dig at 
any time. Rachel Feit, owner of 
Acacia Heritage archaeological 
firm out of Austin, is conducting 
the dig.

“The county provided her with 

an excavator and operator in 
order to reduce the price of the 
dig,” Shaw said. 

The dig consists of a series of 
trenches about 2-feet deep and 
4-feet wide, spaced about 3- to 
5-feet apart, all across the area 
to be impacted by the monument 
and associated digging.

Shaw said they found a few 
scattered brick remnants and 

dust.
“But nothing that indicated 

there had been any buildings or 
graves or other archaeological 
treasures that needed to be pro-
tected,” she said. “Anything the 
archaeologist finds that is over 
70 years old is processed, cata-
loged and retained by the state 
‘in perpetuity,’” Shaw said. 

The bronze figures are com-

plete and still in Conroe, waiting 
for installation, Shaw said. Craig 
Campobella, whose studio in 
Conroe was placed on the Tex-
as Bucket List a couple of years 
ago, sculpted them. Jose Toriel-
lo of Montgomery designed the 
limestone base. 

“Its installation will be the first 
step,” Shaw said.

Shaw said the statues will be 

encircled by a bricked plaza, and 
have brick ‘seat walls’ around it.

“Using brick is a tribute to 
the brick kilns that stood at Fort 
Anahuac when it was command-
ed by Col. Bradburn,” Shaw said. 
“Travis and Jack were held pris-
oner in the brick kilns for taking 
a stand against the unjust actions 
of Bradburn.”

Shaw said there is a long story 
involved here. 

“The uprising that resulted 
to free them led to the battle at 
Velasco and Nacogdoches, both 
Texas victories, resulting in the 
ousting of Mexican troops at 
both those towns as well as Ana-
huac, clearing the entire east-
ern half of Texas from Mexican 
control in 1832,” she said. “Sam 
Houston would have had a much 
more uncertain victory if there 
had been reinforcements for San-
ta Anna in Nacogdoches, Velas-
co and Anahuac.”

Shaw said two wayside signs 
are being placed at the sidewalk 
that will lead up to the monu-
ment. One will depict Travis and 
Jack in the brick kiln jail in 1832, 
and the other will depict Travis 
in 1835 when he sailed back to 
Anahuac to prevent the Mexican 
military from re-establishing a 
stronghold there.

A third wayside sign will il-
lustrate a scene described by 
a young girl, Amanda Dorsett 
Scull, the daughter of Theodore 
Dorsett, who was a large land-
owner along the border of what 
is now Liberty and Chambers 
County. Three young Anahuac 
men worked there. When they 
rode off to join the Texas Army in 
December 1835, Scull described 
how all the neighbors showed up 
to wave them goodbye as they 
set out for San Antonio and 

Chambers Co. to 
honor key figures 
in Revolution

PLAKE

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County Sheriff deputies have arrest-
ed a woman after she led them on a high-speed 
chase with her unrestrained child in the vehicle. 

The ordeal began at about 6 p.m. when Cham-
bers County Sheriff’s deputies stopped two vehi-
cles around Fisher Road and State Highway 99 on 
Christmas Eve. Sheriff Brian Hawthorne said the 
stop was the result of a child custody dispute.

Hawthorne said during the process of inter-
viewing a woman driver in one vehicle and a male 
driver in the other, it was discovered the woman 
entered the father’s residence without consent, 
and took the couple’s three-year-old child. The 
male driver was the father, but the two are not 
married, Hawthorne said. 

“The father then gave chase while on the phone 
with Chambers County 9-1-1 operators, relaying 
their location,” Hawthorne said.

Deputies attempted to speak to the 
woman, identified as 30-year-old Tr-
isha Leigh Plake of Baytown, but she 
would not leave her vehicle, Haw-
thorne said. 

“Both deputies attempted to speak 
with Plake and have her exit the ve-
hicle,” Hawthorne said. “Instead, she 

placed her vehicle into drive, drove around the 
marked patrol unit, which was parked in front of 
her vehicle, and fled the scene of the traffic stop. 
At this time, the three-year-old child was in the 
front passenger seat of the vehicle unrestrained 
and without a child safety seat.”

Hawthorne said his deputies strategically pur-
sued Plake as she fled on Fisher Road. “She dis-
regarded stop signs at the intersection of Fisher 
Road and State Highway 99,” Hawthorne said. 
“Plake then turned southbound on State Highway 

Child custody dispute leads to 
holiday high-speed pursuit

SEE CHASE • PAGE 2B
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If you missed it, read it online at
BaytownSun.com

Baytown Sun photo by Kim Keefer

Barbers Hill and Cole Anderson, 24, Devin Figueroa, 0, and Mason Dan-
iels, 13, finished as the Silver Bracket runners up with a 66-60 loss to Cy 
Springs Saturday in Mont Belvieu.
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