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And let us consider how 
to stir up one another 
to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day 
drawing near.    
             – Hebrews 10:24-25

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES

High

79
Low

70

WEATHER

Vol. 101, No. 41                              281-422-8302                                   TUESDAY, APRIL 6,  2021                               www.baytownsun.com                                        $1.50

The Baytown Sun

Like our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/
BaytownSun

Follow us on Twitter: 
@thebaytownsun

CONNECT

Covering Southeast Harris County, Chambers County & Southwest Liberty County

Go to CRCU.org/RefiMyMortgage 

for more details!WITH CRCU
•  No Lender Fees
 -    NO Points, Origination,  

Underwriting or Processing Fees
•   Local Decisioning Mortgage Specialists
•  Bilingual

Refinance

n Fallout from charges against county official
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The 50,000 Easter Egg Hunt hosted by Faith Family Church was once again a big hit for a couple thousand local children at Stallworth Stadium Saturday. 
Children were able to collect as many eggs as possible in search of goodies and some prizes hiding in colored eggs. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Pop-up park
The Baytown Parks and 

Recreation Department is 
hosting a Pop Up-Park from 
2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, April 11 
at W.C. Britton Park.  The 
event will feature a concert, 
and there will be games, 
free ice cream, visits from 
different city departments 
with activities, and more.

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County commissioners met 
Monday morning to discuss what course 
of action to take now that the county’s hu-
man resources director has been jailed on 
multiple, including federal, charges. 

Toccara Greene, 39, of Wallisville, 
was arrested Thursday on tampering 
with a government record, a state jail 
felony; making false statements, a fel-
ony; and making false statements to ob-
tain employees compensation, a felony. 

Greene was hired as the county’s HR 
director in January 2020, according to 
Chambers County District Attorney Cher-
yl Lieck. 

Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy Combs did 
not go into details of the meeting since a 
majority of it was held in executive ses-
sion but did say there are questions con-
cerning Greene. 

“Everyone has a lot of questions, but 
no real answers,” Combs said. “We want 
to be sure that everyone understands we 
are aware of a potential problem. We are 

doing everything we can to 
make sure that everybody’s 
information is handled cor-
rectly and the situation is 
handled correctly. There 
are a lot of unknowns right 
now.”

Combs also cautioned 
about presuming guilt until 
all of the facts are known. 

“This is still the United States. People 
are still presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty. We have to be very careful,” 
Combs said. “We cannot jump to conclu-
sions. We have to let things be vetted out.”

At the end of the commissioners court 

meeting, County Judge Jimmy Sylvia said 
County Attorney Ashley Cain Land will 
soon put out a statement about the person-
nel issues they discussed. 

Greene is also under investigation by 
the Department of the Army Criminal In-
vestigations and Department of the Navy 
Investigations, authorities said. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said Greene was still in his jail as 
of Monday but expected federal authori-
ties to pick her up Tuesday morning. 

Lieck said as far as she knows, Greene 
does not have an attorney yet. In addition, 
Greene’s Facebook site appears to have 
been deleted. 

Commissioners meet to discuss HR director

Search for boater still underway

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The search is still underway for a man reported miss-
ing from his boat since Friday. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Hawthorne said his 
office, and other law enforcement departments and 
other fishermen, have been trying to find 40-year-old 
Tony Nguyen, a local commercial fisherman whose 
boat was discovered unoccupied, still in gear, and driv-
ing in circles Friday. 

“We are still looking for him and haven’t found him 
yet,” Hawthorne said. 

The 9-1-1 call about a missing boater came in around 
3:30 p.m. Friday, Hawthorne said. 

“The caller advised that the missing person was a 
commercial fisherman missing in Trinity Bay near Oak 
Island,” Hawthorne said. 

The boat was found in the Vingt-et-un Islands area 
of Trinity Bay, near Smith Point. Authorities located 
Nguyen’s wallet and cellphone in the boat, Hawthorne 
said. 

Chambers County Marine Deputies and Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Game Wardens responded to the call as 
well as the United States Coast Guard and a Coast 
Guard Helicopter to assist with the search and res-
cue effort. Hawthorne said that only his office and the 
Wildlife Game Wardens are still involved in the search 
as of Monday. 

“He was out by himself,” Hawthorne said. “He had 
fishing on and off all of his life.”

Hawthorne added Nguyen had started commercial 
fishing about three to four weeks ago. 

“The boat was found with his wallet in it,” Haw-
thorne said. “We know it was him.”

Hawthorne said there were lifejackets found in the 
boat, but they do not know if Nguyen was wearing one 
or not. 

Nguyen was of light build, according to Hawthorne. 
“He had no body fat. Because of that, it may take a 

while before he surfaces,” Hawthorne said. 
Hawthorne said Nguyen lived in Chambers County 

and had some familiarity with the area. 
The sheriff cautioned while he is grateful for assis-

tance to help bring Nguyen home to his family, he was 
looking only for expert searchers. 

“We are looking for pros with side-scan sonar,” 
Hawthorne said. “We are not looking for lookie-loo 
fisherman or people in kayaks. Otherwise, we’ll end up 

n Commercial fisherman 
missing in bay since Friday
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

With early voting soon 
approaching for Goose 
Creek CISD board race, the 
candidates have taken time 
to answer some questions 
put to them by the Baytown 
Sun. 

Both incumbent and 
challengers for the race 
responded to questions on 
grading the district, chal-
lenges facing students, and 
why they should be elected 
or re-elected. 

What grade do you give 
the district in educating 
Goose Creek students?

Agustin Loredo III, in-
cumbent District 2 repre-
sentative

Considering the current 
Covid situation, I would 
give our district a positive 
mark for meeting the chal-
lenges. Truly, I can say 
that our teachers have gone 
above and beyond in do-
ing what they can for our 
students. In regard to this 
issue, I would say that the 
district gets an A.  

Howard Sampson, in-
cumbent District 1 repre-
sentative

B. We still have some 
areas that need improve-
ments.

Ben Pape, incumbent 
District 5 representative 

I think what is most im-
portant is the direction the 
district is going.  Just like 
a student, a district is more 
than a grade. I believe GC-
CISD continues to move in 
the right direction to find 
ways to provide great edu-
cational opportunities to all 

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Almost 29% of the population in 
Texas has received at least one dose 
of the vaccination for COVID-19, 
according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. 

The CDC reported Monday that 
about 16% of the population in the 
state has completed their vaccina-
tion.

Over the last two weeks, the roll-
ing average number of daily new 
cases of the coronavirus in Texas 
has decreased by about 28%, ac-
cording to data from Johns Hopkins 
University.

The Texas Department of State 

Health Services on Monday report-
ed 890 new confirmed and probable 
cases and three additional deaths. 

Hospitalizations have also been 
continuing to decline in the state. 
State health officials reported 
Monday that 2,772 patients with 
COVID-19 were hospitalized on 
Sunday, the most recent day for 
which data is available.

Johns Hopkins reports that almost 
49,000 people in Texas have died 
from COVID-19, the third highest 
death count in the U.S.

Case reports
Harris County Public Health re-

ported 379,485 confirmed cases of 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A couple known for helping 
others in the community found 
themselves in need of assistance 
early Easter Sunday morning 
when the Beach City home of 
Lee and Leila Bates burned.

Beach City Fire Chief Pat 
McDonald said the call came 
in at 1:50 a.m. that the home on 
Cedar Gully Road was burning.

No one was injured in the 
fire, but McDonald said the 
fire department was on site for 
12 hours battling the stubborn 
blaze. While part of the house 

was left standing, he said it ap-
peared to be a total loss.

McDonald said the fire ap-
peared to start in the outdoor 
kitchen, but he could not tell ex-
actly what caused it. It had been 
used earlier in the day.

Since Beach City does not 
have fire hydrants, McDon-
ald said 10 tanker trucks were 
called in from departments in 
west and mid-Chambers Coun-
ty and even Highlands, Crosby 
and Liberty County.

Fire trucks and personnel 
from Cove, Old River, Mont 
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