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BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

It was meant to be just 
a birthday celebration, but 
when area residents found 
out this young man was a 
Korean War veteran, well 
that changed things a bit.

John Zura celebrated his 
85th birthday Sunday with 
a parade of over 40 cars 
cruising by his home, many 
of which were driven by 
people he doesn’t or barely 
knows.

It was a welcome gesture 
for a man who moved here 
in October 2017 following 
the loss of his wife, Rose.

“Everything went off 
swell,” Zura said. “My 
grandson told me to wear 
sunglasses and I had to 
wear them because of the 
tears in my eyes. When all 
those cars came through 
like that … everybody was 
so good to me: I a small 
token of gifts and all the 
food. I never knew people 
in Texas that way. I knew 
they were good, but you 
will never see anybody do 
it like that.

“You have a wonderful 
town here and I am glad 
I am here. Everyone was 
so courteous. I have never 
seen a parade like that.”

Linda Cooper, Zura’s 
daughter, just hoped to give 
her father a chance to get 
out and enjoy a momentous 
birthday milestone.

“We are just trying to 
keep him safe during this 
whole corona thing,” Coo-
per said. “I can’t tell you 
how impressed I am with 
the community: This is 
such an outpouring of love. 
He doesn’t have much of 
a social life except for me 
and the grandkids and great 
grandkids.

“For everyone to step up 
and get it all together … “

“He has always been a 
hard worker,” Cooper said. 
“He exemplified those 
characteristics of that gen-
eration. He retired at 62 
and then went to work for 
the Ohio State park system 
and took care of the Marble 
Head Lighthouse Park until 
about four years ago.”

A call for seniors cele-
brating birthdays by Cham-
bers County Judge JP Syl-
via, led to Cooper’s son 
David reaching out and that 
got the ball rolling.

Wendy Beasley, presi-
dent of Dirty Bay Mopar, 
was motivated to step in 
and make a difference on 
this day and had no prob-
lem finding others to fall in 
line.

“I got involved because I 
had saw that we had a war 
vet had his birthday coming 
and we wanted to get some-
thing going,” Beasley said. 
“We have a lot of veterans 
in our group, so I rallied up 
our group to get together 
and do this event for them. 
We are all local and so they 
wanted to honor this veter-
an in this way.”

“For me, I do have my 
step-father who is in the 
military and I see how he 
has had a lot of health is-
sues when they come back 
so I have a soft spot for vet-
erans. I knew a lot of my 
members would enjoy this, 
so I brought it up to them 
and they got on board.”

The parade began at the 
Cove Community Center 
and then worked their way 
to Zura’s neighborhood, 
where he sat in his drive-
way to enjoy the show.

About 25 Dirty Bay Mo-
par members, the Cove Vol-
unteer Fire Department and 
some members of the pub-
lic, including friends of the 
family joined the parade.

Korean War vet gets 
birthday parade

John Zura waves at the parade of cars that made its way by 
his home Sunday to celebrate his 85th birthday.

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Lee College will waive tuition, e-books 
and fees for the Summer 2020 semester 
for a broad range of students. Regents 
approved the plan Thursday, using more 
than $2 million of federal stimulus money.

Students eligible for the program in-
clude:

• All residents of the Lee College Dis-
trict

• All students who attended Lee College 
in Spring 2020

• Any person in the Lee College Service 
Area who has been displaced or suffered 
a loss of income due to COVID-19, and

• Students who graduated from a high 
school in the Lee College Service area in 
the 2019-2020 academic year.

The Lee College District is the college’s 
taxing area, which has the same boundar-
ies as Goose Creek CISD.

Its state-assigned service area also in-

cludes the school districts of Anahuac, 
Barbers Hill, Crosby, Dayton, Devers, 
East Chambers, Hardin, Hardin-Jefferson, 
Huffman, Hull-Daisetta, Kountze, Liberty 
and West Hardin.

Other steps the college has taken to ad-
dress student needs include:

• Lee Cares Emergency Fund, which as-
sists students by providing emergency fi-
nancial assistance to students who are un-
able to meet immediate essential expenses 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Credit/No Credit. Because of the dis-
ruption caused by the transition to dis-
tance learning education, students will 
have the option to convert any or all the 
letter grades they earn in their spring 2020 
classes to Credit/No Credit grading.

• Laptop/Chromebooks/Hotspots-the 
college has purchased new laptops and 
tablets for students who need them to par-
ticipate in distance learning. If you are a 
student in need of a device go to www.lee.
edu/leecaresemergencyfund.

Richard Avilla, son of Jennifer Walsh, is one of the many seniors that have missed out on normal senior activities such as 
prom and possibly graduation thanks to COVID-19. Nevertheless, he is trying to look at the bright side by making masks 
and yard signs, highlighting he is a proud senior. Photo submitted by Jennifer Walsh

School adjustment a team effort
Parents help their students make the best of school situation

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

COVID-19 has forced much of so-
ciety to adjust to staying at home and 
staying at least six feet from others. 
Many students, including seniors, 
are feeling the stress of having to 
do schoolwork through a computer 
while not being able to attend events 
such as prom, graduation and oth-
er school activities. They also have 
to stay away from friends, some of 
whom they may not see again after 
graduation. 

Four of Jennifer Walsh’s six chil-
dren attend Barbers Hill ISD. One 
son, Richard Avilla, is a senior this 
year while another child, Natalie 
Bergen, was set to graduate at the 
University of Texas-Austin at the 
end of May.   

“We are balancing everyone’s 
needs and trying to give our seniors 
some special attention,” Walsh said. 
“Working at home has a different 
dynamic when you have kids at 
home, too.”

One thing that has helped is the 
senior adoption program, set up at 
Barbers Hill. This is where seniors 
are ‘adopted’ by people who send 
them cards, gift cards, or other items 
to let them know they are not forgot-
ten. 

“It was really moving how people 
came together to make the seniors 
feel special and do something nice 
for them,” Walsh said. 

Sydney Underwood is a Barbers 
Hill senior that has been adopted. 

“I haven’t received word from my 

‘adoptive parents’ yet, but I have 
been adopted by three different 
people, which is really nice,” Un-
derwood said. “My mom adopted 
three other seniors. We dropped gift 
baskets off, and it was really cool 
to know how happy they were. It is 
something to reward them for their 
accomplishment.”

Sydney’s mother, Amy Lee, said 
at last count, 361 of the 364 Barbers 
Hill ISD seniors had been adopted.  

Walsh said her family is taking the 
quarantine as positively as they can, 
particularly her senior son.

“He has a face mask with 2020 
written on it,” she said. “And he 
has a yard sign that says this is the 
‘longest senior skip day’ and he has 
a ‘Friends’ logo and 2020 written on 
facemasks. Kids react to how their 
parents react. So, if I was freaking 
out about it, he would be freaking 
out about it. I want him to have the 
same experiences I had, but this is 
historic, and it is something he will 
remember the rest of his life. It may 
not be the way we remember it, but 
it definitely is memorable.”

Walsh said one of the biggest 
problems being enclosed is missing 
out on saying goodbye.

“The biggest thing is not knowing 
if you are going to be able to say 
goodbye to your friends that you 
have been with all of these years 
before you go off to college,” she 
said. “That is the one thing you can-
not provide for him. There are a lot 
of virtual channels, games to play 
and such. But nothing makes up for 
a bunch of kids coming over to the 

house, putting dinner on the kitchen 
table, playing games and interacting 
with each other. That is probably 
worse than missing prom or gradua-
tion. It is just the friendship and not 
being able to have that goodbye.”

Richard Avilla said he would have 
an interesting story to tell once the 
pandemic is over.  

“It’s been a little bit weird,” Rich-
ard Avilla said. “It has been difficult 
having to adjust. I have not been 
able to see my friends before they 
go off to college, and I think that is 
something I should be able to do.”

Avilla said while social media 
makes it somewhat easier to com-
municate with others, it does not 
beat physical interaction. 

“Not being able to drive myself to 
my friend’s house and go out and get 
me some Chick-fil-A makes it diffi-
cult to adjust,” he said.

Lee said watching her daughter 
not be able to participate in normal 
senior activities is tough.  

“That is the hardest part,” Lee 
said. “But she is pretty self-suffi-
cient. I really do not have to oversee 
her to make sure she is doing home-
work. She can do that by herself.”

Underwood said although she see 
her friends through online video 
apps, it is difficult not being able to 
see them in person.  

“Also, I am in the Peer Assistance 
Leadership Service program,” Un-
derwood said. “I have had some 
Facetime sessions with them to see 
how they are doing, which is nice. 
But I haven’t been able to see them 
in over two to three months now.”

Lee College waiving tuition & fees for summer 


