
BY ALAN DALE
Alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Birthdays come only once a year so 
by golly if America is in the middle of a 
COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, it 
wasn’t going to keep Ann Boucher’s fam-
ily and friends from giving her a treat for 
her special day.

Boucher turned 85 Tuesday and she was 
still able to have her own special party as 
over a half-dozen friends paraded by her 
home and waved their hellos and best 
wishes to celebrate her day.

To top it off, she has been besieged by 
over a couple dozen birthday cards to 
boot.

“My daughter Elizabeth arranged it and 

I volunteer for Love Network and all the 

ladies who drove by are from there,” Ann 

Boucher said. “Elizabeth called the direc-

tor of Love Network, Beth Thompson, 

and they arranged the most unusual gift of 

• Alice Pavliceck Wasson
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For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you a hope 
and a future.

~ Jeremiah 29:11
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Keep on striving
Baytown church pantry 
hands out food weekly
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Andrea Case, academic dean of grammar/logic for Baytown Christian Academy grades 3-5 works on Personal Pro-
tective Equipment masks to help local medical professionals during the COVID-19 pandemic. (Photo by Aubrey Case)

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

As online learning continues for 
Goose Creek CISD students during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, all levels of the ac-
ademic team continue to learn about the 
process amid the highs and lows.

With schools being closed until at least 
May 4 and entering their third week of 
distance learning, the administration, 
teachers and students and their families 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

An assortment of area police chiefs and 
constables, led by Houston Police Chief 
Art Acevedo and Harris County District 
Attorney Kim Ogg, spoke out publicly in 
a press conference Tuesday about their 
concern over release of violent criminals 
from the Harris County Jail.

Ogg said they were not addressing 

County Judge Lina Hidalgo’s recent order 
to release about 1,000 people awaiting 
trial for nonviolent offenses, but rather 
what she saw as a pattern of judges and 
magistrates not accepting charges against 
or granting low bail to people accused of 
violent crimes, serious nonviolent crimes 
or with a history of violence.

The problem, she said, did not begin 

Teachers power online 
effort by Goose Creek

are all in this together moving forward.
This remarkable chapter in world  

history began for GCCISD when Melissa 
Duarte, the GCCISD deputy superinten-
dent for curriculum and instruction, got 
an early jump on what would ultimately 

GCM teacher switches gears, 
teaching at home/Page 2
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BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

A seamstress in her own time and with a lot more 
time on her hands, Andrea Case decided to help out 
the front line in the battle against the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Case is the academic dean of grammar and logic for 
Baytown Christian Academy grades PreK-3 through 
fifth, and currently has taken on the role of a maker 
of masks for local medical personnel to help with the 
need of Personal Protective Equipment. 

“Since it was handed down that everyone wears 
them in public, I was doing it some for ordinary peo-
ple too,” Case said. “This is how it started. My daugh-
ter is a nurse at Houston Methodist in Baytown, and 
everyone knew they were having shortages of one 
mask per day. So, they are wearing those next to their 
skin and these over those to protect those.

Case makes ones that are CDC-approved. She uses 
close-woven cotton materials that can come from 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown Christian Academy is making adjustments 
like many other school districts, to continue offering 
education to students during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. 

BCA Headmaster Jim Twardowski said the school 
acted much like other districts began teaching its stu-
dents online. 

“We are like everybody else,” Twardowski said. 
“We are just trying to keep the educational process 
moving without creating additional stress for the kids, 
parents and for anybody. We’re also continuing to pay 
our staff during this time period and asking them to 
help continue the educational process. It’s been work-
ing out really good.”

Twardowski said BCA is not on a federally fund-
ed school lunch program such as the National School 
Lunch Program, so they are under no requirement to 
feed its students. Districts such as Goose Creek CISD 
and Barbers Hill ISD have set up curbside services to 
provide breakfasts and lunches to students. 

“We only served lunch anyway,” Twardowski said. 

Academic dean 
fights back virus 
making masks

BCA adjusts to 
online learning 

The Chambers County/Mont Belvieu COVID-19 
dashboard has been updated to show 19 cases of the 
virus in the county. 

This is up two cases from Monday. 
The dashboard was created by Chambers County 

officials, in partnership with the City of Mont Bel-
vieu. It contains daily testing and case counts. It is 
updated each day at 5 p.m. 

The new cases are in West Chambers County and 
East Chambers County with one case in each. There 
are 12 cases in the county’s western portion, with 
three now in the eastern part. Mid-county remains at 
four cases. 

A total of 220 people had been tested in the county 
with four recoveries. As far as gender, women cas-
es have ticked down from Monday to 63.16% while 
men have gone up a nudge to 36.84%. 

To visit the site, log on to https://montbelvieu.
maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.htm-
l#/80511e2f638347228263cb563142adcc. 

— Matt Hollis

Chambers County adds 
two to coronavirus total

A parade of well wishers
85th birthday marked 
by drive-by celebration

Baytown Sun photo by Carol Skewes 

Ann Boucher enjoys a parade of well-wish-
ers drive by her home on her 85th birthday. 
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Virus 
hotspot 
34 test positive  
at nursing home 
in La Porte

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County Public 
Health reported an out-
break of COVID-19 at an 
assisted living facility in La 
Porte, with 34 residents and 
staff members diagnosed 
with the illness at this time.

The health department 
first reported an investiga-
tion at the La Porte Health-
care Center April 4.

A statement from Harris 
County Public Health said, 
“The facility is currently 
under strict health control 
orders that were issued to 
ensure appropriate infec-
tion control and prevention 
measures are taken.

“The elderly and people 
with underlying health con-
ditions or weakened im-
mune systems are at much 
higher risk for developing 
serious complications from 
COVID-19, including hos-
pitalizations and death; par-
ticular nursing homes.”

Harris County passed 
2,000 in its count of con-
firmed COVID-19 cases 
since the outbreak began. 
Of the 2,146 cases, 303 
have recovered and 23 peo-
ple have died.

A majority of the cases 
are people under the age 
of 50; there have been 44 
people under the age of 10 
diagnosed and another 44 
ages 10-19.

The county’s southeast 
quadrant, which includes 
most of Baytown, has seen 
202 confirmed cases. Of 
those, 33 people have re-
covered, and one person 
has died. The southeast 
quadrant also includes La 
Porte.

Statewide reporting by 
the Texas Department of 
State Health Services, 
which lags behind county 
level reporting, shows that 
8,262 Texans have been 
diagnosed with the illness 
and 154 have died.

Concerns grow on early 
release of violent felons
County law enforcement leaders speak against trend

Poll finds Americans 
increasing effort to 

avoid infection
CHICAGO (AP) — Amer-

icans in overwhelming num-
bers are actively avoiding 
others as much as possible 
and taking additional steps to 
protect themselves from the 
coronavirus, according to a 
survey from The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Pub-
lic Affairs Research.

The survey finds Ameri-
cans are increasingly isolat-
ing, washing their hands and 
avoiding touching their face. 
Large portions of the country 
are confronting lay-offs and 
pay cuts and are adjusting to 
kids forced home from school 
and day care amid the corona-
virus pandemic.

Half of Americans now say 
they are extremely or very 
worried that they or a fami-
ly member will be infected 
by the virus. That compares 
with 31% who said the same 
in mid-March and 22% who 
said so in February. Another 
34% are somewhat worried, 
while just 16% say they are 
not worried.


