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*All loans subject to credit approval. Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account 
for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 695 or greater, no bankruptcy in the 
previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 39%. Loan will consist of a 95% loan-to-value first lien mortgage, 
and a second lien mortgage up to 15% loan-to-value, with a maximum combined loan-to-value of 110%. Minimum down 
payment = 3% with seasoned funds, which can be applied to closing costs or down payment. No gifts or borrowed funds. 
Max purchase = $250,000. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer 
does not include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties 
and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
^Investment properties, Home Equity Loans and Jumbo Mortgage Loans are not eligible for the Best Rate Guarantee. Real 
estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications 
may apply. A competitors Mortgage Loan Estimate dated within three business days of CRCU’s mortgage loan 
offer is required in order to qualify for Best Rate Guarantee. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these 
promotions at any time. Please contact a representative for more details. CRCU membership required.
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

An Ohio man was arrest-
ed by Chambers County 
Sheriff’s deputies Saturday 
after a vehicle pursuit and 
standoff. 

Information posted by 
the department said a depu-
ty saw a black Ford Fusion 
driving erratically on Inter-
state 10 near mile marker 
813 and made a traffic stop.

It was later learned the 
vehicle had possibly been 
involved in a hit-and-run 
accident earlier.

When the car was stopped 
it was found to be occupied 
by Jordan McCormick of 
Akron, Ohio, a convicted 
felon. A search revealed a 
handgun in the vehicle.

McCormick, handcuffed, 
was able to break away 
from the deputy and flee 
on foot. He then made his 
way back to the vehicle 
and drove away, still hand-
cuffed. His weapon was 
still in the car.

Chambers County dep-
uties, joined by the De-
partment of Public Safety 
and Texas game wardens, 
pursued the vehicle south 
on Highway 61 to Barrow 
White Road and turned 
onto it. At the dead end, 
McCormick turned around 
and drove back toward 
law enforcement. A deputy 
fired his weapon toward the 
vehicle.

Shortly after, McCor-
mick crashed into a fence. 
He then fled on foot again 
but was contained within a 
large pasture.

Traffic 
stop leads 
to felon’s 
arrest 

Chambers Co. aiming to get more vaccines into arms

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

At mid-week, Chambers County ranked 
ninth out of the 254 counties in Texas for 
having the most COVID-19 cases per 
100,000 population, according to a social 
media post by the county’s public health 
department Wednesday.

The county lagged behind the rest of the 
state in vaccination rates, with only about 
39.4% of county residents fully vaccinat-
ed, compared to 52.32% of the state pop-
ulation.

The post also said that 97% of new 
hospital admissions for COVID-19 are 
unvaccinated, and 99% of deaths are un-
vaccinated persons.

Spokeswoman Samantha Humphrey 
said that in an effort to slow the spread of 
the disease, the department will increase 
its efforts to get the word out and also 
continue to provide vac-cination opportu-
nities.

In addition to offering public vaccina-
tion opportunities, county residents who 
are homebound can have the vaccination 
administered at their home.

For both homebound and public vac-
cination opportunities, go online to bit.
ly/chamberscovaccines or call 409-267-
2731.

The Pfizer vaccine is approved for use 
in persons 12 years of age an older, so 

most junior high and high school students 
are able to be vaccinated.

The department will be holding special 
vaccination opportunities for students, 
teachers, school staff and parents at Ana-
huac High School 8-11 a.m. and 1-7 p.m. 
Tuesday and at Winnie-East Chambers 
High School 5-7 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday. Those events are not open to 
the general public.

Other scheduled vaccination opportuni-
ties coming soon for persons 12 years old 
and above are:

• 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Aug. 13 at Winnie 
Public Health Department

• 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Aug. 20 at Anahuac 
Public Health Department

• 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Aug. 27 at Mont Bel-
vieu Public Health Department

• 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sept. 3 at Winnie 

Public Health Department.
Times are subject to change. For the lat-

est schedule, visit the Chambers County 
Public Health Department Facebook page.

New masking guidance
The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention revised its guidance on mask-
ing to recommend that even fully vacci-
nated persons wear masks in indoor pub-
lic settings in areas of substantial and high 
transmission (which includes the local 
area).

CDC Director Rochelle P. Walensky 
said Friday the new guidance is based 
on data indicating that even vaccinated 
people can carry and transmit the virus in 
spite of being at lower risk of showing se-
rious symptoms.

n Vaccination rate is 
about 39% – well below 
state’s nearly 52% mark

DOJ defends teens in fight with Barbers Hill
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The United States Department of Justice has entered into 
the controversy of two male Barbers Hill students — one 
current, one former — who are suing the school district 
over its dress code that imposes a hair length requirement 
on male students.

De’Andre Arnold and his cousin Kaden Bradford both 
ran afoul of the district dress code because of their choice 
to wear their hair long in a dreadlock style (referred to as 
“locs” in the Justice Department’s statement of interest).

The case received national notoriety, mostly focused on 
racial concerns.

The Justice Department statement, though, exclusively 
addresses the matter as potential sex discrimination.

“Had De’Andre and [Kaden] been female, their hair 
would not have run afoul of the District’s hair length pol-
icy,” the document said. “But because they are male, the 
District disciplined them for noncompliance.”

The document notes that in a Fifth Circuit Court ruling 
the district used to support its regulations, dress codes are 
said to be valid “as long as they do not affect fundamental 
freedoms.”

While the plaintiffs in the lawsuit also claim that the 
district’s rule violates the First Amendment freedom of 
expression, the Justice Department does not take up that 
argument.

The department statement also contested a claim by the 
district that Arnold’s mother could not claim retaliation 
for her complaints since she was not the person who had 
been directly discriminated against.

The Justice Department filing said that courts have 
held that since she claimed she was retaliated against be-
cause of her protest of alleged discrimination against her 
son, a district student, she was protected under the law.

Barbers Hill Superintendent Greg Poole said he had 
not been informed about the Justice Department filing 
which, according to court records, took place July 23.

“I’m not aware of what you are referring to but if it was 
anything consequential to our case, our counsel would 
have indicated such to me,” he said.

Former BH ace throws in Daytona
MLB career begins 
in Florida A-league

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

After signing with the Cincin-
nati Reds organization of Major 
League Baseball, Barbers Hill 
alum Bryce Bonnin went to work 
and joined “the grind” of the mi-
nors.

Of course, he didn’t anticipate a 
setback that included an ailment in 
his elbow that led to an early reha-
bilitation, but Bonnin seems to be 
doing just fine now.

Bonnin is currently playing for 
the Daytona Tortugas of the Low 
A Southeast League and after four 
starts he is 2-0 with a 1.50 ERA 
and 28 strikeouts over 18 innings 
while throwing with a pitch count.

His WHIP is 0.56.
“It’s baseball six days a week 

and one off day,” Bonnin said. 
“It’s been a grind.”

Bonnin arrived in Daytona a 
month ago after rehabbing what 
essentially was a case of tendonitis 
or tendinosis, he said. 

“It wasn’t anything serious: It 
was just a setback,” he said. “They 
wanted me to build up and find a 
good throwing program and rou-
tine that would keep me healthy 
the rest of the year.

“I had a couple of rehab starts 
in Arizona – one that counted for 
my stats – and three starts here in 
Florida.”

Bonnin went to Daytona from 
spring training with the Reds and 
told them he felt something in his 
elbow not thinking it to be serious, 
but the club flew him back to Ar-
izona for an MRI and that’s when 
his rehab essentially began in May.

Now he is hurling with the idea 
of maybe heading to Dayton, Ohio 
for high-A baseball for the end of 
the year and at least by the start of 
next season.

“I have been feeling good and 
throwing a lot of strikes,” Bon-
nin said. “I have been working on 
throwing my change up again. I 

will always throw a lot of fast balls 
and my slider has come a long 
way. I can locate that a lot better. 
My velocity has gone up a little 
bit. It’s been between 97-99.

“For me it’s more about trying 
to stay healthy. I pitch once a week 
since we have a six-man rotation. 
It will be like being in college 
again. Once a week is pretty easy 
to maintain. I wanted to go longer 
in both times I went five innings 
… but it’s not always about me go-
ing deep into games. The relievers 
have to get their work in too.”

Minor league, travelling by bus 
life is turning out to be pretty good 
for Bonnin, even if it doesn’t fol-
low a Hollywood script.

“It’s pretty laid back: We want 
to win, but it’s more about devel-

oping and moving on to the next 
level,” Bonnin said. “There aren’t 
a ton of fans, although Daytona 
gets a fair amount. It’s just base-
ball: Same as it’s always been.

“We have a lot of Dominicans 
who are fun to be around and for 
them this is like a dream come true. 
We will check into a bad hotel, and 
they will be like ‘this is awesome, 
we have new beds in here.’ They 
put everything in perspective. Af-
ter this last year, everyone is excit-
ed to just be playing and hopefully 
not having to worry as much about 
this COVID stuff. Hopefully ev-
erything keeps staying open.”

Bonnin, a Texas Tech baseball 
alum, believes having him and fel-
low Barbers Hill alum Cam Cau-
ley – who was drafted by the Tex-

as Rangers earlier this month and 
bypassed going to Tech – makes it 
the first time the high school had 
two professional players in the 
pros at the same time.

Both players were picked in the 
third round of the past two drafts.

“I was excited for him and proud 
of him,” Bonnin said. “I am sad 
he isn’t going to Texas Tech, but 
only because I wanted him to go 
there – it’s a fun place to be. But it 
sounds like he made a decision he 
felt was right and I am happy he 
gets to start his career this young. 
It sounded like he got everything 
he asked for.

“For them to win state was re-
ally cool. He’s having a hell of a 
year. I hope things keep going well 
for him.”

Former Barbers Hill pitcher Bryce Bonnin is currently playing for the Daytona Tortugas of the Southeast Low-A 
league in Florida. So far he is 2-0 this season with a 1.50 ERA.


