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Small Business Administration  personnel provide information about loans and other business tools to survivors of 
TS Imelda in the Disaster Recovery Center in Winnie. (Photo by Patsy Lynch/FEMA)

FEMA providing aid at Winnie disaster center
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

In spite of occasionally being closed due to rain, FE-
MA’s Disaster Recovery Center in Winnie is doing a 
brisk business connecting resources with people who 
suffered damage from Tropical Storm Imelda.

The DRC is housed in a tent near the Winnie-Stow-
ell Community Building at 335 South Park St. It will 
be closed today and Thursday due to expected severe 
weather, but is expected to re-open Friday.

Hattie Stallworth, a FEMA media relations specialist, 
said the center in Winnie has been open for more than 
a week.

She said FEMA encourages anyone in the disas-
ter-declared counties to register with FEMA. Dec. 3 is 
the deadline to register for Imelda assistance.

Assistance is available for homeowners for storm-
caused damage to both the house and its contents, and 
to renters for contents damage.

First, she said, file a claim with your own insurance 
company if you have insurance. FEMA will get a copy 
of the settlement information, she said, and may be able 
to assist with repair or replacement costs not covered 
by insurance. Assistance and information are available 
online at www.disasterassistance.gov or by calling 800-
621-3362.

To get a full range of assistance right away, though, 
FEMA has set up centers across the area affected by 
Imelda.

“The beauty of the Disaster Recovery Center is that 
we have subject matter experts here on hand to help 
anyone with the status of their application, to help them 
with questions they don’t understand, to help them 
complete their application if they need that.”

Staff at the DRC is bilingual in English and Spanish 
for all services. In addition to registering, visitors can 
receive crisis counseling and advice with mitigation of 
future damage. All of the services are free.

Bring your Social Security number, a photo ID, and 
be prepared to give the location of your damaged resi-
dence, your current location and a current phone num-
ber. If you will be getting assistance by direct deposit, 
bring your banking information. (Always make sure 
you are talking to a legitimate FEMA representative 
when providing such information.)

United Way seeks support for 

tropical storm damage relief
Assessments as to the scale and scope of recovery 

needed for victims of Tropical Storm Imelda are still 
ongoing, but the United Way of Greater Baytown 
Area and Chambers County is seeking community 
support.  FEMA, along with its services and fund-
ing, is currently in use for Imelda victims, which 
limits what organizations like United Way can do 
for victims for now. 

In the meantime, the local United Way is hoping 
to raise funds and is accepting donations to help as-
sist in the recovery process.  United Way of Greater 
Baytown Area and Chambers County has received 
a significant donation from ONEOK and Chevron 
Phillips to support Imelda recovery. 

United Way also needs volunteers.  
You can donate or volunteer on the organization’s 

website at www.unitedwaygbacc.org. Click the op-
tion for “Get Involved” to volunteer or the option 
for “Donate” to give. If you donate online, enter 
“Imelda” in the designation box. 

Mont Belvieu 
awards $8 mil 
road contract

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The City of Mont Belvieu 
has awarded Angel Brothers 
Enterprises a contract for $8 
million to extend Langston 
Boulevard. 

Brian Ligon, City of Mont 
Belvieu spokesman, said the 
project will take Langston 
Boulevard from Franklin 
Drive to meet the services 
roads of the Grand Parkway.

“We want to get that go-
ing soon,” Ligon said. “This 
will provide some relief 
when they start on the Eagle 
Drive project.”

Ligon added the Grand 
Parkway Infrastructure, a 
construction company, is 
supposed to be working on 
the service roads.

The extension of Langston 
Boulevard is a part of the 
city’s adopted Capital 

Improvements Plan. 
Bill Thompson, capital 

projects manager, told coun-
cil the project consists of 
one-half of a boulevard sec-
tion, an amenity pond and 
bridge, and a bridge cross-
ing at Hackberry Gully. 
Thompson added the proj-
ect is currently slated for the 
fiscal year 2019/2020 and is 

to be paid for from Series 
2016, 2017A, 2019, and 
2020 bond issuances. A por-
tion of the Langston Water-
line project is also included.

“About half of this slated 
project will be construct-
ed concurrently within this 
construction,” Thompson 
said. 

The design for the 
Langston project was fin-
ished in September, Thomp-
son said. At that time, it was 
advertised for bids. 

The project had a base 
bid for using reinforced 
concrete pipe for the storm 
sewer and an alternate bid 
for using dual wall polypro-
pylene pipe. 

Mont Belvieu received 
four bids, which were 
opened Oct. 18. The Angel 
Brothers were the lowest 
bid, with a base bid amount 
of $8.145 million. The city 
went with the alternate bid 
and will use 60-inches of 
dual-wall polypropylene 
piping measuring about 
one-mile in length. It also 
has a 100-year lifespan. 

The city’s CIP has $7.6 
million allocated for the 
roadway project and $1.1 
million for one-half of the 
waterline project. 

BH investing in state-of-the-art security

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Barbers Hill ISD will become 
the third school district in the 
state to utilize facial recognition 
technology to increase student 
and staff safety.  

The Barbers Hill Board of 
Trustees approved the purchase 
of AnyVision facial recognition 
software Monday night that will 
be used at 32 entryways through-
out the district.

Kristen Davis, director of tech-
nology, said the district would 
purchase the Better Tomorrow 
software — an advanced artifi-
cial intelligence-based tactical 
surveillance system that can de-
tect, track and recognize persons 

of interest and objects in a mass 
crowd in real-time, notifying 
safety personnel immediately. 
The software costs $131,000. 

“Key features include POI 
enrollment, forensic analysis, 
searching backward in a time-
line, a watch list, different alerts, 
the ability to create groups, 
face-blurring mode, privacy 
mode and camera management,” 
Davis said. “Their accuracy rate 
is up to 99% since it uses biomet-
rics and bone structure.” 

As part of the program, the dis-
trict will create a database with 
past and current students, staff 
members and an alert list with 
people of interest. The alert list 
would contain the county’s most 
wanted, sex offenders, protective 

orders, suspended students, ex-
pelled students, those that make 
terroristic threats and individuals 
with other concerning situations. 

Davis said the Technology De-
partment, Safe Schools Coordi-
nator, Lori May, and the Barbers 
Hill Police Department would 
maintain, monitor and utilize the 
software. 

While Barbers Hill is purchas-
ing 32 licenses to cover entrances 
in the district, the district can ro-
tate licenses by turning off cam-
eras in one location and turning 
them on in other locations during 
events like graduation or football 
games. 

Barbers Hill ISD continues to 
be proactive with safety and se-
curity,” May said. “Facial rec-

ognition is cutting edge in the 
school setting and provides an-
other layer of safety in addition 
to our existing programs.” 

Barbers Hill ISD is the third 
Texas school district to imple-
ment facial recognition technol-
ogy, behind Texas City ISD and 
Santa Fe ISD. 

Texas City went a step further 
nearly 18 months after the shoot-
ing in Santa Fe by hiring Mike 
Matranga, a Texas City native 
and former Secret Service agent 
under President Barack Obama, 
as its executive director for se-
curity and school safety. Texas 
City also invested in hundreds 
of security cameras, guns safes 
stocked with AR-15s for securi-
ty officers in schools, additional 
security personnel and a range 
of technologies that monitor stu-
dent activity on campus and so-

cial media. 
For Barbers Hill, facial rec-

ognition came at the request by 
Superintendent Greg Poole to 
find ways to utilize technology 
to keep students safe.  

After Davis was able to im-
prove security cameras through-
out the district over the summer, 
replacing 15-year-old cameras 
with new cameras, she decided 
to pursue facial recognition tech-
nology. 

In addition to facial recog-
nition, Barbers Hill will take 
part in AnyVision’s beta test for 
weapon detection. Davis said the 
software could detect anomalies, 
such as a student carrying a big-
ger backpack than normal and 
even unattended objects. The 
software can detect long-range 
rifles like M16s and Ak47s. 

School board OKs facial recognition software purchase

Stallworth said you would typically hear back from a 
FEMA inspector within seven to 10 business days.

Many applicants will be referred to the Small Busi-
ness Administration, she said.

“We do short-term, immediate needs to help you get 
in a sanitary, safe and secure place; they do long-term; 
they can help you to your pre-disaster condition.

Luis Santos Serrano, a public information officer 
with the SBA, said his agency is the major source of 
federal funding for recovery efforts after the initial di-
saster response.

Much of what the SBA provides is low-interest loans, 
with rates that can be as low as 1.75%, he said.

There are seven FEMA Disaster Response Centers 
located across southeast Texas for survivors of Imelda 
Damage. 

A nearby center in addition to Winnie are in the Jack 
Hartel Building at 318 San Jacinto St. in Liberty. Cen-
ters will remain open as long as foot traffic justifies, or 
until the Dec. 3 registration deadline.

A $10,000 reward has 
been set for information 
leading to an arrest in the 
armored car robbery in Win-
nie.

Chambers County Sher-
iff Brian Hawthorne said 
Chambers County Crime 
Stoppers and Rochester Ar-
mored Car Services are both 
pledging $5,000 to find who 
is responsible for the rob-
bery. 

Sheriff deputies are in-
vestigating the robbery that 
occurred at 6:40 a.m. Oct. 
17 at the Market Basket 
in Winnie, 1300 block of 
Highway 124. 

At the time of the incident, 
a deputy saw two males run-
ning through the parking lot 

in the rain. 
When he pulled in to the 

parking lot he found an ar-
mored car parked in front of 
the store with an armored 
car guard on the ground. 

The deputy subsequently 
rendered aid to the guard 
who appeared groggy but 
uninjured. 

Hawthorne said two mon-
eybags were taken but could 
not disclose the amount. 
However, Hawthorne said 
a large sum of money was 
taken. The FBI is assisting. 

If you have any infor-
mation regarding this case, 
please call the Sheriff’s 
Office at 409-267-2500 or 
Crime Stoppers at 844-860-
8477. 

$10,000 reward offered in 
Winnie armored car heist


