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For God alone my souls waits 
in silence:  from Him cometh 
my salvation.    – Psalm 62:1

God is the source of 
our sound mind. When 
confusion is around, wait on 
Him for wisdom. I will serve 
Him while I am waiting be 
encouraged!                     – SH
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Gun law measures 
most needed to stop 
mass shootings?
Answer weekly survey at 
www.baytownsun.com
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Pilots create 
fidget aprons 
for patients

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Two Robert E. Lee High School sweethearts 
are now giving back to help students wishing 
to enter the oil and gas industry. 

Jack and Marilyn Hopper have established 
the Marilyn and Jack Hopper Endowed Schol-
arship at Texas A&M University. It will sup-
port first-generation undergraduate students in 
the Artie McFerrin Department of Chemical 
Engineering. The endowment is for $25,000.

“That generates whatever percentage A&M 
has in their policy for a scholarship,” Jack 
Hopper said. “They have to have it for a year 
in order to generate the interest.”

Jack Hopper said he knows how important 
endowments are for schools. He helped estab-
lish another one at Lamar University where 

he was a professor and dean emeritus in the 
university’s chemical engineering department. 
That scholarship is worth $280,000 and helps 
a total of six chemical engineering students. 

‘If you have the resources and giving back 
to these institutions where you got the educa-
tion that gave you the great jobs is what people 
should be doing, Jack Hopper said.  

Jack Hopper, a lifetime member of the Lee 
College Foundation, said it is important for 
students to understand the significance of get-
ting into the petrochemical industry.

“Along the Gulf Coast, the oil and gas in-
dustry is king,” he said. “And chemical engi-
neers are kings of the industry.” 

Jack Hopper was born and raised in High-
lands, where his father, Bonnie P. Hopper, 
was the principal of Highlands Elementary 
and Highlands Junior (and later namesake of 
Hopper Primary). In the 1950s, both he and his 
wife graduated from REL. 

Then, Jack Hopper went to Lee College in 
1959. 

REL grads create engineering scholarship at A&M

Jack and Marilyn Hopper, both Robert E. Lee 
High School graduates, have established the 
Marilyn and Jack Hopper Endowed Scholarship 
at Texas A&M University. Their hope is that the 
$25,000 endowment will provide support for 
first-generation undergraduate students in the 
Artie McFerrin Department of Chemical Engi-
neering. (Submitted photo)

n Endowment targets first 
generation students with eye 
on petrochemical career

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Nearly three weeks after 
a fire struck ExxonMobil’s 
Baytown Olefins Plant in 
Baytown, the olefins plant 
and the chemical plant are 
still operating at reduced 
rates, according to compa-
ny spokeswoman Connie 
Tilton.

The adjacent refinery, 
though is back to normal 
operations.

“An investigation is still 
underway into the cause 
of the fire so we can learn 
from this and prevent re-
currence,” Tilton said. “We 
are cooperating with reg-
ulatory agencies and are 
working closely with com-
munity officials and other 
stakeholders to provide in-
formation and assistance as 
required.”

The explosion and fire 
started in late morning July 
31 and burned for about 11 
hours. Flaring continued 
longer as all of the Exx-
onMobil facilities reduced 
operations.

The company said 37 
people were treated for mi-
nor injuries and none were 
hospitalized.

Air monitoring at ground 
level during and after the 
fire did not show hazardous 
levels of air contaminants, 
but the company’s report 
to the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality 
listed substantial emissions 
from flaring.

Council ballot set; contested race in Dist. 1

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The filing deadline to vie for a city 
council seat in November has passed. 

With the candidates set, Baytown’s 
District 1 will be a rematch between two 
candidates for a third race in a row. Lau-

ra Alvarado, the incumbent 
for District 1, will again 
face challenger and former 
councilman Mercedes Ren-
teria, who lost the seat to 
Alvarado in 2017. Renteria 
had served on council for 
14 years before Alvarado 
defeated him in 2016. They 
first faced off against each 
other in 2013. 

The District 1 race was a three-way 

contest, but candidate Mi-
chael Palmer said he is get-
ting out of the race because 
of health issues. 

District 1 includes the 
southern tip of Baytown 
where the Fred Hartman 
Bridge begins to take driv-
ers to La Porte and High-
way 225. It also includes 

the area just under Rollingbrook Drive to 
Highway 146 and the “State Streets.” 

Both the District 2 and District 3 races 
are unopposed. Councilmen Chris Presley 
(District 2) and Charles Johnson (District 
3) will return for another three-year term 
on council. 

Presley, a Ross S. Sterling High School 
graduate, has been on council since 2013. 
His district includes most of Texas Ave-
nue, Pelly, Wheatley Acres, and a lot of 
the Goose Creek area.

Johnson, also a Sterling graduate, first 

Probe continues  
in cause of fire

 EXXONMOBIL

Plants 
still not 
at full 
speed

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Almost 70 years ago at the age of 
3, Cassandra Duke Brunson stood on 
Texas Avenue with her grandfather, 
Howard E. Brunson, to celebrate the 
grand opening of the iconic Brunson 
Theater. 

Come Friday, and 70 years to the 
day, Brunson will return to Texas 
Avenue with her daughter, Marisa 
Brunson Riordan and her 3-year-old 
granddaughter, Penelope Riordan, to 
celebrate the historic theater’s grand 
re-opening. 

“All these years later I will return 
with my daughter and granddaugh-

ter, which is really exciting,” Brun-
son said. 

The City of Baytown plans to have 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 7 p.m., 
followed by an open house. 

To commemorate the histor-
ic event, a documentary about the 
Brunson Theater will premiere at 8 
p.m., which is when the first mov-
ie projected across the screen in the 
landmark theater. The screening 
will be shown down the block at the 
Town Square. 

As a young girl growing up in 
Baytown, Cassandra Brunson re-
members being a frequent customer. 

Baytown Sun photo by Christopher James 

The Brunson Theater will re-open for the first time in 70 years Friday, which will be celebrated by the City of Baytown 
and citizens. Moving forward, the city will utilize the facility as a business incubator and tourism office. 

‘To live in Baytown was 
to go to the Brunson’
n Texas Avenue landmark to re-open Friday

At the age of 3, Cassandra Duke 
Brunson, granddaughter of How-
ard E. Brunson, attended the grand 
opening of the Brunson Theater 
in 1949. On Friday, she will return 
with her 3-year-old granddaughter, 
Penelope Riordan, for the grand 
re-opening.  (Submitted photo)

RENTERIAALVARADO

n Councilmen Johnson 
and Presley unopposed
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Ranger excels after 
DB-to-WR switch


