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God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble. Therefore 
we will not fear, though 
the earth give way and 
the mountains fall into the 
heart of the sea, though 
its waters roar and foam 
and the mountains quake 
with their surging.   
        – Psalm 46:1-3
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VFW Turkey Shoot 
postponed

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 912 has post-
poned the April Turkey 
Shoot, but are planning 
on rescheduling the annu-
al event. The Post’s bingo 
sessions and canteen are 
also closed until further no-
tice. The turkey shoot is the 
post’s primary fundraiser 
to raise monies to help and 
support veterans. Please 
check the website, www.
baytownvfw.com, face-
book vfwpost912 or call 
281-421-1257, to see when 
Baytown’s VFW Post oper-
ations will resume.

Former Barbers Hill 
star launches relief 
effort in hometown

Charli Collier

Chambers County launched its merged emergency medical services Monday, which basically encompasses Trinity 
Bay and Anahuac EMS into the county. The merge allows the county’s EMS to be fully staffed during times of disaster, 
such as during the ongoing COVID-19 crisis. From left are Communications Director Quinten Adams, Fire Marshal 
Ryan Holzaepfel and EMS Director Ron Nichols. (Photo by Samantha Humphrey)

Chambers Co. EMS operational
County-operated emergency service became a reality this week

Inmate 
release 
ordered

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Three men were charged 
in the Friday murder of an 
18-year-old Pasadena man at a 
gas station at the intersection of 
Business 146 and Lee Drive.

About 8 p.m. Friday evening 
the victim, Byron Handy, was 
seen by witnesses meeting with 
the occupants of a vehicle near 

the gas pumps of the Oasis gas 
station. 

He went to the passenger-side 
door and the vehicle drove off, 
with Handy holding on to the 
car door. 

Witnesses heard a gunshot, 
and Handy fell to the pavement 
on Lee Drive.

Baytown police spokesman 
Lt. Steve Dorris said Crime 
Stoppers tips led detectives 

to a location in Channelview 
where they located the suspect 
vehicle and one of the suspects, 
20-year-old Joshua Wolfe.

Further investigation led 
them to two Baytown men, 
22-year-old Christopher Casa-
rez and 19-year-old Cesar Vil-
lanueva.

Detectives learned that the 
murder resulted from a planned 
robbery that went awry. 

Dorris said that Wolfe and 

Casarez met Handy at the gas 

station under the pretense of 

purchasing narcotics. 

Vi l l a n u e v a 
acted as a look-
out from anoth-
er vehicle.

The suspects 
tried to rob 
Handy, which 
led to him being 
shot and killed 
by Caserez, 

Dorris said.
All three suspects are being 

held in the Harris County Jail 
charged with capital murder.

Three men charged in gas station murder
BPD: Pasadena man’s killing result of botched drug robbery 

Harris County to 
free 1,000 due to 
virus concerns

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A county-operated emergen-
cy medical services operation has 
been launched for the Mid- and 
West-Chambers County, a concept 
officials say creates a unified sys-
tem with more consistency.

The merged EMS service 
launched Monday, making a dream 
come true for many in the county, 
including elected officials such as 
Chambers County Judge Jimmy 
Sylvia, Chambers County Commis-
sioner Billy Combs, Gary Nelson, 
Mark Tice and Jimmy Gore. 

“We’ve worked for a long time 
to bring this consolidation about,” 
Sylvia said. “I’m excited to contin-
ue improving the services that we 
offer our citizens.”

Officials have said EMS is a vi-
tal part of emergency services and 
standardizing these services pro-
vides Chambers County residents 
with the best care available.

“This would not have been possi-

ble without the hard work of Judge 
Sylvia and the

commissioners,” Ron Nichols, 
EMS director, said. “We also ap-
preciate Trinity Bay EMS and Ana-
huac EMS for their years of vol-
unteer service. We look forward to 
serving Chambers County residents 
and visitors for years to come.”

In July, Fitch & Associates pre-
sented some options about merging 
some local EMS services with the 
county to the commissioners. The 
firm did the study after Anahuac 
and Trinity Bay EMS put in a re-
quest to commissioners court. The 
Winnie-Stowell EMS made it clear 
to the court they did not want to 
participate while the Mont Belvieu 
EMS is city-run. In the fall, com-
missioners voted to move Anahuac 
and Trinity Bay EMS into the coun-
ty. 

Previously, Fire Marshal Ryan 
Holzaepfel said during times of di-
saster, it was difficult for the EMS 
to keep staffed since many of the 
employees were not employed full-

time and had other jobs. 
“Their primary job will call them 

in since that is their duty to act. 
That has been a challenge in the 
past during major events like that,” 
Holzaepfel said. 

In light of the COVID-19 situa-
tion, Nichols said the county resi-
dents could benefit greatly from the 
merge. 

“Basically, this allows us to have 
all full-time employees work with 
the EMS services,” Nichols said. 
“Now we have a fulltime staffs and 
can make sure we have staff lev-
els up, and no one has to be pulled 
from their jobs.”

This news comes on the heels of 
the announcement of the ninth con-
firmed case of COVID-19 reported 
in the county. 

Out of the nine, seven are report-
ed as non-travel related. Cham-
bers County officials have set up 
a website for people to find out 
information on COVID-19 cas-
es in that county and other places.  

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Some inmates of the 
Harris County Jail who are 
awaiting trial for non-vio-
lent offenses will be head-
ed home until their day in 
court, following an order 
issued Wednesday by Har-
ris County Judge Lina Hi-
dalgo.

Hidalgo announced the 
order Tuesday in a press 
conference in which she 
said reducing the jail pop-
ulation was a necessary 
step to avoid a coronavirus 
outbreak that would in turn 
endanger the larger com-
munity.

The Harris County Jail 
system is the third largest 
jail system in the United 
States. Hidalgo said there 
were 7,791 prisoners in the 
county jail system Tues-
day, mostly in a cluster of 
buildings on the north end 
of downtown Houston.

She also noted that about 
3,000 people work inside 
the jails daily, including 
staff, contractors and law 
enforcement personnel.

She said this number is 
lower than the usual count 
and estimated that about 
1,000 inmates will be re-
leased.

The order applies only 
to prisoners who have not 
yet been tried and convict-
ed. She emphasized that all 
will still go to trial and will 
be punished if convicted.

On Wednesday the Harris 
County Jail website report-
ed that of the 7,791 pris-
oners, more than 6,000 of 
them were waiting for trial 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Lee College officials have decided to 
postpone the spring 2020 commence-
ment until December as a result of the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Amanda Smoke, college spokeswom-
an, confirmed the announcement, saying 
it was because of the current pandemic, 
as well as out of an abundance of caution 
for “the health and safety of our Lee Col-
lege students, employees, families, and 
friends.”

“Plans are still being finalized for the 
event, but more details will be released 
soon,” Smoke said.

Smoke emphasized 
postponing the com-
mencement ceremonies 
will not delay the actual 
awarding of degrees and 
certificates to May grad-
uates. 

There are currently 
504 prospective gradu-
ates for degree and certif-
icate plans for May 2020, 

according to Assistant Registrar and Di-
rector of Admissions Dr. Carl Husband. 

Smoke said these are the latest num-
bers, but might not be the final tally of 

Lee College postpones 
graduation until winter
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There were 167 new cases of COVID-19 infection 
reported in Harris County Wednesday. Of those, 81 
were in the City of Houston and 86 were elsewhere in 
the county.

That brings the total confirmed number of cases in 
the county to 847. Of those, 458 were in Houston and 
389 elsewhere in the county.

Statewide, the number of confirmed cases is just short 
of 4,000, with 58 related fatalities. Wednesday was the 
first day that more than half of the state’s counties re-
ported a case, with the infection confirmed in 135 of the 
254 counties.

Harris County continues to the be most-affected 
county, followed closely by Dallas County.

The Centers for Disease Control reports 186,101 cas-
es through Tuesday, the latest report available.

— Mark Fleming

State closes in on 
4,000 virus cases


