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The 18th annual Barbers Hill Sports Hall of Hon-
or held its newest induction ceremony Saturday at the 
BHISD Leadership Support Center’s J. Justin Jenson 
Conference Room as three new members have been im-
mortalized.

Blake and Todd Patton (Class of 2007) and Emily 
Gunderson (Class of 2014) were inducted while for-
mer head football coach and athletic director Don Price 
(1998-2009 received special recognition. The 2021 
Class 5A baseball and softball championship teams were 
also recognized during the evening’s events.

Todd Patton
Todd Patton was a four-year letterman in football – 

earning special teams player of the year in 2004, 1st 
team All-District running back honors in 2005 and 2006 
and was an All State defensive back in 2005. 

Additionally, he was also an all-academic All-State 
recipient in 2006 while rushing and receiving for 1,178 
yards that campaign among other achievements.

He also excelled in track and field as a regional qual-
ifier all four years and made state in the 4x400 relay in 
2004 while being a member of numerous school record 
units.

He played collegiate football at the University of 
Houston before heading over to Texas A&M Commerce 
from 2008-2011 where he played special teams and de-
fensive back.

“It is an honor to be selected by peers for what you 
have accomplished that is worthy to be recognized,” 
Todd Patton said. “It feels really satisfying to know that 
what I did at Barbers Hill is something people will re-
member.”

He still lives in the Mont Belvieu area with wife Me-
gan and kids Addie and Landon while working at the A 
Edward Jones Office as a branch associate.

“I would say greatest memory would have to be being 
a part of relays that broke school records - also going 
undefeated in district 1st year in 4A football,” Todd Pat-
ton said.

Blake Patton
Blake Patton was also a four-year, football letterman 

and was a two-time, All District defensive back (2004-
2005) and also earned the honor as quarterback in 2006. 
He rushed for 1,151 yards and threw for 1,451 that same 
year and was the team’s MVP while earning numerous 
other accolades.

Blake was also a four-time, all-district trickster and 
regional qualifier and made it to state with his brother in 
2004 with the relay teams.

He ultimately played football at Houston (2007) and 
Texas A&M-Commerce (2008-2011).

“To be recognized and able to join this group of spe-
cial individuals is a privilege,” Blake Patton said. “Some 
of my fondest memories are being a part of three re-
cord setting relay teams in track, in football coming 
back from behind against Galena Park to win the district 
championship and being able to do all this alongside my 
twin brother.”

Blake Patton first worked at Anadarko Petroleum Cor-
poration in Midland/Odessa for eight years after college 
before returning to Mont Belvieu to work at Chevron in 
Houston.

He is married with a 10-month-old son named Sam-
uel.

Emily Gunderson
Gunderson was a four-year track letterman and was 

all-state in the sport from 2012-2014. She won the dis-
trict title in pole vault (2012-2014), and placed first, third 
and seventh at the state meet while culminated with her 
crown her senior year as Barbers Hill and Region III 
record holder at 13’3”.

Gunderson was a four-year letterwinner at Texas A&M 
from 2015-2018 and was an NCAA regional qualifiers 
eight times over those years in both indoor and outdoor 
competitions. She qualified for the Division I National 
Indoor Meet in 2017 and was a USTFCCCA 2nd Team 
All-American while capturing the Texas A&M pole 
vault indoor school record 14’2.5”. She was also an SEC 
and USTFCCCA all-academic winner all four years.

“To even be considered a candidate for induction is 
incredible,” Gunderson said. “There have been numer-
ous high-caliber athletes that have walked the halls of 
Barbers Hill and to join them in the Hall of Honor is a 
unique distinction that I will not take for granted. I’m 
looking forward to seeing who else from my high school 
years will join me in the Hall of Honor in the future.”

After leaving A&M Gunderson began within work 
within the university’s system as an urban planner and 
works mainly in the Rio Grande Valley to aid in “im-
proving peoples’ everyday lives by increasing access to 
healthy foods and everyday places.”

Don Price
Price was head coach for the Eagles football program 

for a dozen years and was known for creating an atmo-
sphere of “intense work ethic and accountability for the 
athletes and coaches alike and the results were phenom-
enal,” according to the Hall’s recognition proclamation.

The Eagles went 99-35 and had five undefeated reg-
ular seasons, six district championships, and trips into 
the playoffs ten of twelve years including a run of eight 
years in a row.  

During the 2006-2007 athletic year, the first group of 
athletes to have gone through Coach Price’s strength and 
conditioning program from the grade and when Barbers 
Hill moved up from 3A to 4A (now 5A) and the Eagles 
won 14 out of fifteen district championships that year.

“It was a surprise when I got the call and it was a hum-
bling experience,” Price said. “Anytime a person gets an 
accolade like that, it’s spread out among a lot of people 
involved in the program – it’s not just one person.”

Special recognition signifies noting someone who has 
inspired kids/sports programs and a plaque is placed in 
the Hall of Honor.

Price went on from Barbers Hill and worked at Ham-
shire-Fannett for two years before moving on to C.E. 
King in 2012.

He now works as a field ambassador for the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes in a part time position.

The Barbers Hill Hall of Fame inducted three athletes and one coach this past weekend. From left are Blake Patton, 
Emily Gunderson, Todd Patton and Don Price. (Photo by Alan Dale)

Barbers Hill inducts new 
members into hall of honor

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

No one was injured 
when a small plane crashed 
on Highway 124 in Winnie 
Saturday morning after the 
Rice Festival Parade.

Sheriff Brian Hawthorne 
said the plane had been a 
float in the parade.

The Sheriff’s Office of-
fered to escort it back to 
the airport, Hawthorne 
said, but the pilot tried to 
fly back about 10:45 a.m..

Hawthorne said he told 
parade organizers the plane 

could not take off or land 
on the highway, but a high-
way takeoff was attempted.

On takeoff, though, the 
plane became tangled in 
wires and hit traffic sig-
nals and a light pole before 
coming to rest in the road-
side ditch. “It was God’s 
blessing” that no one was 
injured, Hawthorne said.

Several nearby vehicles 
and businesses also suf-
fered damage from crash 
debris, he said.

The Federal Aviation 
Administration is investi-
gating the crash.

Small plane crashes 
on hwy after parade

Over a hundred little cheerleaders in grades K-5 took in the 
Barbers Hill-Crosby game Friday night hoping to see their 
older Eagles win. (Sun photo by Alan Dale)

ANAHUAC – Chambers 
Health has reached a mile-
stone by announcing the 
biggest single tax reduc-
tion in the history of the 
hospital district.

 After a unanimous vote 
by the board of the Cham-
bers County Public Hospi-
tal District, the entity will 
enact a decrease by 15 
cents per $100 of value – 
which is a 31% tax reduc-
tion.  On a property valued 
at $100,000, the savings 
would be $150 annually.

“Chambers County is the 
only rural Texas hospital 
district I’m aware of that is 
actively working to reduce 
their tax rate in the midst 
of the pandemic,” said 
John Henderson, President 
& CEO of the Texas Orga-
nization of Rural & Com-
munity Hospitals. “It is a 
strong testament to the fi-
nancial stewardship by the 
new executive leadership 
to be able to bring this type 
of reduction during one of 
healthcare’s most challeng-
ing global situations in de-
cades.”

The accomplishment 
comes just 10 months 
after the hospital board 
unanimously voted to hire 
William Kiefer as the new 
CEO of the health system 
after conducting a nation-
wide search for the right fit 
for the community.

 “During the interview 
process, we were frank 
with William on the high 
expectations we had for 
him to transform the repu-
tation of our health system 
by improving quality of 
care and services as well 
as generating new revenue 
streams to be able to bring 
tax reductions to our com-
munity,” said Theresa Gre-

co, hospital board chair. 
“William has delivered on 
this and more in less than 
a year of taking the helm 
with open communication, 
transparency and integri-
ty.”

 As part of Kiefer’s fo-
cus to change the image of 
health system, the compa-
ny has deployed a number 
improvement projects to 
revamp the patient experi-
ence. From scheduling to 
new health services, the 
health system is working 
toward fulfilling the new 
mission, vision and val-
ues commissioned by new 
leadership and the board to 
bring residents high-qual-
ity care with a personal, 
hometown touch.

“Since I arrived in No-
vember, our workforce 
quickened its pace and are 
setting a new standard of 
excellence when it comes 
to rural healthcare in the 
region and across the 
state,” Kiefer said.

“While other areas are 
closing hospitals or rais-
ing taxes, we are thriving 
thanks to key partnerships, 
innovative solutions and 
transformation of many in-
ternal practices that make 
our health system more 
efficient and financially 
prosperous,” he continued. 
“This is just the begin-
ning – we will continue to 
improve our services and 
impact to the bottom line, 
while providing world-
class treatment with the 
same service we give to 
our own families.”

Voting in favor of the tax 
rate were Greco; Marcia 
Smith, Vice Chair; Leslie 
Turner, Secretary; and Di-
rectors Mike Emmons and 
Geraldine Brown.

Chambers Health   
cuts tax rate by 31%

http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=4fffa2bd-683b-5ecb-bde3-ccf874c12c22
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4fffa2bd-683b-5ecb-bde3-ccf874c12c22
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=4fffa2bd-683b-5ecb-bde3-ccf874c12c22
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4fffa2bd-683b-5ecb-bde3-ccf874c12c22
http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=4fffa2bd-683b-5ecb-bde3-ccf874c12c22

