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If you want to see a spectacular winter light show in 
time for the holiday season, check out Magical Winter 
Lights at the Houston Raceway Park.

The Christmas light show starts Friday and runs 
through Jan. 2 at the park, 2525 FM 565 in Baytown.

The show is set on 20 acres and offers a larger-than-life 
Christmas light show with themed lantern light sections, 
local entertainment on select nights, carnival rides and 
games, an inter-active dinosaur area, and lots of holiday 
fun for the whole family. 

Returning visitors can expect the iconic Magical Win-
ter Lights landmarks such as the entrance castle, dinosaur 
exhibits, and Houston’s beloved displays.

“This is a new beginning as we rebuild our event fol-
lowing the pandemic cancellation of last year,” Magical 

Winter Light organizer Yusi An said. “Our resources are 
still limited to put together the full festival, but we are 
looking forward to welcoming back guests and providing 
them with joy and memories after going through such a 
challenging time.”

Magical Winter Lights won the heavyweight division 
of ABC network’s Great Christmas Light Fight in 2019.

“Houston Raceway Park is thrilled to welcome the 
largest holiday lighting event in the Houston area and the 
largest lantern festival of its kind in the U.S. to our ven-
ue,” Seth Angel, Houston Raceway Park general manag-
er and vice president, said. 

Purchase tickets at www.magicalwinterlights.com. The 
event opens daily at 5 p.m., including holidays. It closes 
at 10 p.m. on weekdays and 11 p.m. on weekends. Park-
ing is $10 charged onsite. Ticket prices range from $17 
to $27 at the door. Savings can be found by purchasing 
in advance. Children ages 2 and under are admitted free.

Behold Magical Winter Lights!
Christmas light show opens Friday at Houston Raceway Park

The Barbers Hill football team celebrates its 42-21 win against Fort Bend Marshall in a bi-district playoff game Friday night. (Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Next up for Eagles: A&M Consolidated
BY ALAN DALE

alan.dale@baytownsun.com

MISSOURI CITY - With great toughness 
comes greater results.

The Barbers Hill Eagles football team 
taught that lesson to the once-unbeaten Fort 
Bend Marshall Buffaloes Friday night at Ken 
Hall Stadium in a Class 5A-II Region 3 bi-dis-
trict playoff contest.

Falling behind early against the faster, seem-
ingly more athletic Marshall, the Eagles bided 
their time, gathered strength over the course 
of the final 30 minutes of the contest and grew 
into a Category 5 disaster for No. 2 Fort Bend 
Marshall in what became a 42-21 rout.

Barbers Hill (6-5), the No. 4 seed out of Dis-
trict 12-5A II, scored the game’s last 36 points 
and will face A&M Consolidated in an area 
round playoff 7:30 Friday at Cy Fair ISD’s 
Berry Center.

All four teams out of District 12-5A II won 
their playoff openers by an average of 38.5 
points, but it was Barbers Hill’s that registered 
the loudest.

Especially since they came into the playoffs 
not playing their best football over the final 

two weeks.
“These kids are meticulous and they work 

hard,” Abseck said. “They have been disap-
pointed and frustrated at times, just like we 
(coaches) have been, but they stuck with it and 
kept working. Today was a payoff for that.

“We did our job. Most things were cor-
rectible mistakes. We played really well and 
executed really well and did our jobs. We 
made good decisions with the ball and none 
of the things we did the last two weeks im-
pact what we do tonight unless you don’t fix it. 
We didn’t say we were broke, there were just 
some things we needed to fix.”

Brent Holdren threw and ran for two touch-
downs each while Garret Hagler added two 
scoring runs himself as that duo set the tone for 
the physical punishment Barbers Hill inflicted 
on the beleaguered Marshall squad once they 
adjusted to what the opponents presented.

“(Their physicality) means it’s going to be a 
long day for the defense,” Hagler said. “When 
you are getting run over all game, you get tired 
real quick. They kept tapping their helmets 
asking for subs and that was the game plan all 
week. We knew we could run all over them 
and we executed.

“We are the toughest group of guys I’ve 
been around. It’s a combination of toughness 
and belief. We have each other’s backs and we 
know we can do the job against anyone we 
play.”

The Buffs (10-1) used explosive plays to 
take a 21-6 lead midway through the first half, 
especially behind the talented legs of junior 
Ja’koby Banks who scored on 35- and 14-yard 
runs Yet during the early struggles, the Eagles 
forecast what might be with some positive 
drives that might not have ended ideally but 
showed they could move the ball against Mar-
shall.

Barbers Hill on the other hand has now won 
three straight bi-district round playoff games.

“We have the mindset we always think we 
have a chance to win,” Hagler said. 

“They have no idea the toughness of our 
schedule. We played six or seven teams that 
would have demolished their district.”

Holdren finished 16-for-21 passing for 177 
yards and 113 rushing on 22 carries. Hagler 
ran 28 times for 145 yards. Brady Thompson 
caught six passes for 66 yards and a score as 
Barbers Hill rung up 450 yards of offense.

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com 

The Anahuac Panthers rolled to its first play-
off win since 2010 with an emphatic defensive 
effort in a 30-6 victory over Coldspring Friday 
in a Class 3A-I Region 3 bi-district contest.

Anahuac (9-2) advances to the area round to 
take on Columbus at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Del-
mar Stadium in Houston.

Landon Corbitt ran 17 times for 125 yards 
and two touchdowns while Christian Sanchez 
added 130 yards on 20 carries, and he kicked 
two field goals.

Marcus Curiel and Zyon Clark combined on 
a nine-yard scoring pass in the second quarter 
to give Anahuac the lead for good.

Anahuac pulled away from a 16-6 halftime 
lead and eased to the win in New Caney as the 
defense set the tone from the onset.

“Our defense was the shining star of the 

night,” Anahuac head coach Greg Neece said. 

“We physically got after them from start to fin-

ish. The blocked extra point we returned for 

two points (in the first quarter) was very deflat-
ing for them. We felt we were better on special 

teams than them and it definitely showed.
“I am very proud of our kids. What an awe-

some night for our school and community.”

Anahuac rolls to first playoff win since 2010

BY MARK FLEMING
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The West Chambers 
County Chamber of Com-
merce recognized three 
citizens as volunteers of 
the year for 2020 Tues-
day, resuming the award 
presentation following its 
suspension last year for 
the pandemic.

Chamber president and 
CEO Macie Schubert 
said, “The Chamber of 
Commerce, in partnership 
with Beach City, recog-
nizes individuals’ efforts 
and dedication to the west 
Chambers County area 
who have taken a proac-
tive role in the commu-
nity where they live and 
serve.”

The honoree from 
Beach City was Edgar 
Cashet. In introducing 
him Mayor Ryan Dagley 
said that Cashet is active 
in St. John’s Catholic 
Church, where he stepped 
up during the pandemic to 
sanitize between services. 
He also delivers Commu-
nion to homebound per-
sons and is active in the 
city’s Christmas family 
project.

Mayor Nick Dixon of 
Mont Belvieu introduced 
that city’s honoree, Brad 
Widener. Widener is vice 
president for operations 
at Lone Star NGL Energy 
Transfer. He is a past vice 
chairman of the Chamber 
of Commerce, a member 
of the Barber Hill Edu-
cation Foundation board 
and an active member and 
volunteer at First United 
Methodist Church.

Old River-Winfree vol-
unteer of the year Pastor 
Clay Duckworth was in-
troduced by Mayor Joe 
Landry. Duckworth has 
long been active in pro-
viding food and clothing 
for families in need and 
is a leader — and auction-
eer — for Founders Day. 
Landry said Duckworth 
was also instrumen-tal in 
getting the city’s fireworks 
prohibition repealed.

Chamber 

honors top 

volunteers 

in county


