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From weddings to unexpected medical 

bills, a personal loan from Texas First 

Bank can be tailored to fit your budget. 

Apply online today:  WWW.TEXASFIRST.BANK/PERSONAL-LOANS
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O Lord, thou hast searched 

me, and known me.     

            – Psalm 139:1

When God looks at 
us can He see the 
servants, worshippers, 
willing vessels and 
one that comes before 
His presence with 
Thanksgiving.  Be 
encouraged!  — SH  
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Goodfellows needed

Baytown Junior Fo-
rum’s annual Goodfel-
lows Christmas toy drive 
is underway. Goodfellows 
provides two new toys to 
children in Baytown, High-
lands and Mont Belvieu 
aged 2-10. Goodfellows 
has been able to run suc-
cessfully since 1931, due to 
the generous donations of 
local citizens. Please send 
donations to: 
Goodfellows 
c/o Baytown Junior Forum
PO Box 8116
Baytown, TX  77522

HOTSPOTS
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Sun weekly dining       
tour makes a stop 
at Baytown Cafe

SUNNEWS

Part of Bus. 146 
to close Saturday

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com

Grand Parkway Infra-
structure, LLC will close 
down a portion of Business 
146 eastbound Saturday to 
improve drainage in the 
area. 

Chris Neil, spokesman 

for Grand Parkway Infra-

structure, said Business 

146 would be closed east-

bound between Wismer 

Road and Highway 99 to 

install drainage culverts 

and inlets where segment 

1-2B of Highway 99 will 

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Bonnie P. Hopper Primary students, from left, Sofie Cardiel, first-grade, and Keaon Simon, second grade, with their 
chaperone Laura Andrade, are pleased with their ice cream choices. They won an Attendance Improvement Award, 
presented to two students from each Goose Creek CISD elementary, earning the opportunity to have Superinten-
dent Dr Randall O’Brien as their bus driver to take them to get ice cream.

Officials with Grand Parkway Infrastructure say the Cedar Bayou bridge’s removal should be completed by next 
week. The bridge is being removed to make way for segments of the Grand Parkway. Photos submitted by Chris Neil

Lift bridge removal nearly complete
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Workers are progressing on tak-
ing down the old historic Cedar 
Bayou life bridge.

The project, overseen by the Tex-
as Department of Transportation, 
entails removing the bridge for the 
next stages of construction on the 
184-mile Grand Parkway highway 
project.

Chris Neil, Grand Parkway Infra-
structure spokesman, provided the 
latest on the bridge project. 

“The lift span removal was suc-
cessfully completed this past week-
end. And we are very much appre-
ciative of the public’s cooperation 
of avoiding the area so that the 
crews could remove the lift span 
safely and efficiently,” Neil said. 

Neil added the towers along the 
bayou are in the process of being 

removed. This part of the project 
should be complete sometime next 
week. 

“The removal of the piers, which 
is the last activity associated with 
the Cedar Bayou lift bridge remov-
al, is scheduled to be completed 
between the Thanksgiving holiday 
and the New Year,” Neil said. 

Guido Persiani, the Cedar Bayou 
Navigation District project director, 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The City of Anahuac is 
set to receive $193,271 out 
of $5 million in Hurricane 
Harvey disaster recovery 
grants for infrastructure 
projects. 

Texas Land Commission-
er George P. Bush made 
the announcement Friday, 
saying the Texas General 
Land Office had approved 
$5,262,631 for multiple 
counties and municipals, 
including Anahuac. 

“Hurricane Harvey 
devastated communities 
across the Texas Coast,” 
Bush said. “These recov-
ery funds are critical to 
improving local infrastruc-
ture that will protect lives, 
homes and businesses from 
future storms. We continue 
to work with our partners 
in communities across the 
region to leverage these 
resources efficiently and 
effectively to benefit Tex-
ans affected by Hurricane 
Harvey.”

The grant funds are to be 
used to facilitate the prop-
er functioning of critical 
wastewater-system compo-
nents to reduce the impact 
of sewage contamination 
and back flow in emergen-
cy situations.

In Anahuac, Hurricane 
Harvey overwhelmed the 
wastewater system. The 
sanitary sewer systems 
failed because heavy rain-
fall caused flooding in the 
city. As a result, the public 
health, safety and welfare 
were threatened. 

As stipulated in the 
grant, the City of Anahuac 
will conduct sewer infra-
structure improvements to 
help facilitate the critical 
wastewater components to 
function properly and re-
duce sewage contamination 

Anahuac 
awarded 
funding  
Land commission 
grant to be spent 
on infrastructure

An inmate attacked a Chambers County jail supervisor 
Sunday night, according to Sheriff Brian 
Hawthorne. The supervisor required stitch-
es before being released from the hospital.

Hawthorne said that 33-year-old Edward 
Allen Forrest, of Beach City, caused a dis-
turbance in a holdover cell. Davis and two 
other jail staff tried to subdue him, and For-
rest struck Davis in the head.

The two other jailers, Cameron Strange 
and William White, along DPS Trooper 
Hunter Holloway, subdued the violent in-
mate. Hawthorne said Forrest was in jail after having been 
arrested for criminal trespass and criminal mischief earlier 
in the evening. He is facing an additional charge of aggra-
vated assault against a public servant, Hawthorne said.  
      —Mark Fleming

Chambers County jail supervisor 
suffers injuries in inmate attack

FORREST

Hearing aid a blessing to vet
BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 

christopher.james@baytownsun.com

Harold Shaffer still remembers the 
moments he was able to hear the birds 
chirping outside his house and the cries 
of his newborn grandbaby in the hos-
pital. 

This Air Force veteran, who was di-
agnosed with hearing loss, was grateful 
for he could hear such sounds that some 
might take for granted.   

“There’s nothing like it,” Shaffer, 
a 25-year resident of Baytown, said. 
“Hearing my grandbabies really made 
me realize how lucky I was to hear that 
kind of stuff. It was so amazing.” 

With six granddaughters who love to 
interact with their grandfather, Shaffer 
wants nothing more than to hear their 
voices. 

But without the Miracle-Ear Founda-
tion, that was nearly impossible since 
Shaffer, like many veterans, struggle to 
afford hearing aids.  

Once he found out he was a quali-
fied applicant, Shaffer couldn’t help but 
cry in front of Baytown Miracle-Ear 
Hearing Care Professional Ashley Tay-
lor and Office Manager Janie Lewis. 
That moment meant he would receive 
life-changing and brand-new hearing 
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AREA HOOPS TEAMS TO TEST METTLE IN PASADENA SPORTS

BY LISA MASCARO, MARY CLARE 

JALONICK AND ERIC TUCKER 

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ambassador 

Gordon Sondland declared to im-

peachment investigators Wednesday 

that President Donald Trump and 

his lawyer Rudy Giuliani explic-

itly sought a “quid pro quo” with 
Ukraine, leveraging an Oval Office 
visit for political investigations of 
Democrats. But he also came to be-
lieve the trade involved much more.

Besides the U.S. offer of a cov-
eted meeting at the White House, 
Sondland testified it was his under-
standing the president was holding 
up nearly $400 million in military 

aid, which Ukraine badly need with 
an aggressive Russia on its border, 
in exchange for the country’s an-
nouncement of the investigations.

Sondland conceded that Trump 
never told him directly the secu-
rity assistance was blocked for the 
probes, a gap in his account that 

President directed Ukraine 
quid pro quo, key witness says


