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A news magazine television show will 
provide national coverage of the dramat-
ic Steven McDowell trial, depicting its 
outcome and aftermath.

The CBS show, “48 Hours,” which 
had broadcast a show shortly after Crys-
tal McDowell, the ex-wife of Steven 
McDowell, had disappeared in August 
2017, shortly before Hurricane Harvey 
came bearing down on the Gulf Coast.  

Dena Goldstein, one of the show’s 
producers, said they plan to do an up-
date on the previous program including 

information about the 
trial, which resulted in 
Steven McDowell being 
sentenced to 50 years for 
the murder of Crystal 
McDowell.  Goldstein 
added there is no set air-
date for the program as 
of yet. 

The trial featured 
all of the elements of a 
classic murder mystery 
novel. First, there was 

the beautiful victim, Crystal McDowell. 
Described as a “bright, shining angel” 
by friends and relatives, she had appar-

ently tried to appease her ex-husband by 
allowing him to live in a well to do home 
in Legend’s Bay with their two children. 
She was also a success at her job, work-
ing hard to achieve at Virginia Malone 
& Associates as a realtor. The husband, 
Steven McDowell, the man who took 
her life, was said to be “goofy” and into 
fast cars. However, he also had a dark 
side, saying he would kill himself, Crys-
tal and even the two young kids once di-
vorce entered the picture, according to 
trial testimony. 

Crystal McDowell’s disappearance 

‘48 Hours’ to feature McDowell case 
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Chambers County fatal boat crash

Chambers County Sheriff’s Office

Emergency responders at a Chambers County boat ramp after two boats collided approximately half a mile from the 
Hugo Park Road boat ramp in the area of Old and Lost Rivers and Cross Bayou, killing three people.

Accident victims mourned
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Friends and family are remem-
bering the three victims of Sunday’s 
deadly boating accident. 

William Robert Bowles, 36, of 
Baytown, Laura Kay Grant, 48, 
of Mont Belvieu, and 29-year-old 
Zachary Jackson Miles of Beach 
City died Sunday when a ski boat 
collided with their bass fishing boat 
approximately half a mile from 
the Hugo Park Road boat ramp in 
the area of Old and Lost River and 
Cross Bayou.

Bowles was the manager of the 
Barn Whiskey Bar in Mont Belvieu. 
The owner, Dub Harper, shared his 

memories of Bowles, saying he was 
a “very caring man.”

“He was never in a bad mood and 
was always in a pretty good mood,” 
Harper said. “Two people could be 
arguing, and he would just make it 
a better situation.”

Harper said Bowles, who he hired 
two years ago, loved the bar. 

“He loved it like it was his. He 
had a lot of passion of it,” Harper 
said. “He was a very good man, 
and he’d do anything for anybody. 
I don’t know a single person that 
didn’t like him. He was always re-
spectful to everybody, very kind.”

Harper said while Bowles was 
friendly, he was not the kind of per-
son to be pushed around. 

“You didn’t want to take advan-
tage of him,” he said. 

Harper said he also knew Miles 
as a good person. 

“He was just a friend, a patron,” 
Harper said. “But he was a lot like 
Will. He would give the shirt off of 
his back to anybody. He was a lit-
tle wild, but a good man. He’d help 
anybody with anything.”

Cheryl Franta was a lifelong 
friend of Grant and her three chil-
dren. They both attended Highlands 
Junior School and Ross S. Sterling 
High School. 

“She was a well-known woman 
and was one that gave her heart to 

Submitted photo

Patients ER hosted a social media contest online for Father’s Day with the community nominating a father worthy of 
recognition. Joey Flinn, pictured with staff members, won two Astros tickets and a goody basket. 

Leading 
the way 
in Texas
BHISD approves 
$60,000 pay for  
first-year teachers

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

MONT BELVIEU — 
Barbers Hill ISD trustees 
made state history Mon-
day night by being the first 
public school district in the 
state to reach the $60,000 
mark for first-year teachers, 
according to superinten-
dent Greg Poole.

“Barbers Hill ISD was 
the first district in the state 
to offer $50,000 to first-
year teach-
ers, and we 
are proud to 
now lead the 
way again as 
the first dis-
trict in Tex-
as to offer 
$ 6 0 , 0 0 0 , ” 
Poole said. 
“Our board has consistently 
prioritized teacher compen-
sation, and in fact, we lead 
the state with the highest 
teacher salaries at all lev-
els of experience. This fact 
is all the more remarkable 
when one considers that we 
have one of the lowest tax 
levies in the Houston area, 
and have not raised our tax 
rate in 14 years.”

Poole told board mem-
bers that the first-year pay 
comparison was not es-
pecially significant to the 
district, since it usually 
hires experienced teachers. 
In fact, only two first-year 
teachers were hired for the 
2019-2020 school year, and 
there is only one opening 
left.

The media often focus-
es on first-year pay when 
making comparisons, Poole 
said, so “we don’t want to 
lose that battle either.”

He noted that neighbor-
ing Goose Creek CISD will 
pay $58,000 for beginning 
teachers, and nearby Shel-
don ISD will pay $58,500.

GCCISD spokeswoman 
Susan Passmore confirmed 
that Goose Creek will pay 
first-year teachers $58,000 
in the new school year. 

Poole said Barbers Hill 
is fortunate to have the re-
sources to pay teachers as 
well as it does.

“It’s not that we pay too 
much,” he said. “It’s that 
others don’t get to pay 
enough.”

POOLE

Another 
step for 
city hall
Architecture 
firm approved to 
design new facility

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

MONT BELVIEU — 
The Mont Belvieu city 
council has awarded a $1.5 
million architectural con-
tract to BRW Architects for 
a new city hall. 

The contract covers the 
design of both the new 
city hall and the redesign 
of the former senior center 
at the municipal complex, 
said Brian Ligon, the city’s 
spokesman. 

The total budget for im-
provements at the Mont 
Belvieu Municipal Com-
plex is $15 million. 

“The scope of the bud-
get is quite comprehensive 
as it includes mechanical, 
structural, technology, se-
curity, fire suppression, in-
terior and exterior design, 
furniture, landscaping, and 
the selection of a construc-
tion manager at risk,” Li-
gon said. 

Ricardo Villagrand, 
community development 
director, said the process 
started last year when the 
city began to look at reno-
vating the old senior center 
and expanding the current 
city hall. 

“At the same time, staff 
drew up a plan, but it 
wasn’t going to accommo-
date the growth of the city, 
so city council decided to 
build a new building in 
front,” Villagrand said. 

The new city hall is go-
ing to be a two-story, free-
standing structure that is 
expected to be complete by 
2021. 

BRW Architects’ pro-
posed design for the new 
city hall is 30,000 square 
feet and would be situated 
on the opposite end of the 
municipal complex court-
yard, near the intersection 
of Eagle Drive and FM 
565. 

City administration has 
said the project would not 
result in a tax increase. 

The new facility will 
house the IT department, 
finance, human resources, 
utility billing and commu-
nity development on the 
first floor. On the second 
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