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•  Free 45 day Rate Lock*

•  Down payment as little as 3%

•   Family gifts accepted for down  
payment or closing costs

•  Flexible terms available

*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain 
circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow 
account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility 
includes a credit score of 680 or great-er, no bankruptcy in the 
previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, 
and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and 
income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount 
of $75,000. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not 
eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time 
on job required of 1 year plus. Real estate promotions cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and 
income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to 
cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a 
representative for more details. CRCU membership required.
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matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Officials in Chambers 
County have taken the first 
steps toward allowing vot-
ers to cast ballots anywhere 
in the county on Election 
Day. 

At its March 9 meeting, 
Chambers County Com-
missioners Court held a 
public hearing about the 
Countywide Polling Place 
Program. While no one 
spoke at the meeting, it was 
an essential part of the pro-
gram’s application process, 
according to County Clerk 
Heather Hawthorne. 

“It is all part of the pro-
cess to turn in to the secre-
tary of state,” Hawthorne 
said. “Basically, you have 
to apply to get this desig-
nation.”

Hawthorne said on Elec-
tion Day, when you tradi-
tionally vote in your home 
precinct, you can vote

wanywhere in the coun-
ty on Election Day with 
countywide polling.

“It just like early voting,” 
Hawthorne said. 

Harris County imple-
mented countywide voting 
in 2019. It effectively gave 
voters the ability to vote at 
any polling location with-
out being restricted to vot-
ing only at their precinct. 
The counties surrounding 
Chambers County—such 
as Galveston, Jefferson and 
Liberty —all have county-
wide voting. 

Hawthorne explained it 
would be a great benefit to 
Chambers voters. 

“With a lot of our pop-
ulation working outside 
of Chambers County, this 
should really help. For ex-
ample, if somebody works 
for a plant in Baytown, and 
there is a wreck on the In-
terstate-10 bridge, and they 
cannot make it to their poll-
ing location in time, they 
can vote anywhere in the 

west side of the county on 
Election Day,” she said. 
“They do not have to vote 
in their home precinct.”

Pct. 4 Commissioner Bil-
ly Combs said he is in favor 
of the idea. 

“This would be a lot 
more convenient for people 
and should encourage more 
people to vote that other-
wise cannot get to a certain 
poll in time,” Combs said. 
“It allows them to vote at 
any of the county polls that 
are open up regardless of 
what precinct they are in.”

Combs said while the 
county has applied to be 
accepted into the program, 
it is not a done deal yet. 

“It is not just any coun-
ty that can get it,” he said. 
“You have to apply and 
prove you are capable of 
doing the countywide poll-
ing and running it in a se-
cure and efficient manner. 
And they only allow so 
many counties to join that 
every year. We are priv-
ileged to be a part of the 
process, and hopefully, we 
will get selected.”

There are two catego-
ries with open slots for the 
counties based on popu-
lation. For counties with a 
population of 100,000 or 
higher, there are six slots 
available. For counties with 
less than 100,000 popula-
tion, there are four slots. 

“Chambers County is 
less than 100,000, so we 
are pushing for one of the 
four slots that would be 
available,” Combs said. 

The county expects to 
hear back from the state 
around August. In the 
meantime, the county plans 
to do some voter outreach 
and will try a dry-run this 
November if they receive 
the designation. 

“I know other counties 
are applying, but we just 
got to cross our fingers and 
hope we get it,” Hawthorne 
said.  

Chambers Co. 
eyes countywide 
voting system
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The Angelo State University Rams 
Clay Target Team was able to return 
to the range after a year lost a spring 
ago due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and celebrate with quite the accom-
plishment.

The Rams, along with redshirt 
freshman and Barbers Hill alum 
Chailey Wilchek captured second 
place in Division II of the Associa-
tion of College Unions International 
2021 Collegiate Clay Target Champi-
onships in San Antonio while captur-
ing the title in Sporting Clays.

The Rams also finished third in 
American Skeet and Super Sporting 
Team (which is not included in over-
all standings).

Wilchek has enjoyed her time out 
on the shooting range after having 
her first year in college dampened by 
the pandemic.

“Last year was supposed to be my 
first-year shooting at Nationals so 
I was really grateful we were able 
to go out there and shoot,” Wilchek 
said. “Even though there were mask 

mandates, and we couldn’t visit with 
other teams, it was really nice to just 
get out behind the gun and shoot 
again.

“It was like all the hard work had 
paid off. It was a sigh of relief that 
we did it.”

Wilchek finished 16th out of 112 
shooters in the overall standings 
to aid in the Rams run to a national 
crown. She also finished 12th out of 
38 shooters in Sporting Clays.

The sport doesn’t change much 
from preps to college, but the faces 
one does battle with is where the ob-
stacles lie.

“The big challenge for me was 
not having my dad (Sean) in San 
Angelo pushing me to go practice 
all the time,” Wilchek said. “In high 
school we could only go and compete 
against people in Texas, where now I 
compete against people from differ-
ent colleges and different states.”

Wilchek notes the Rams lose three 
shooters to graduation, but the pro-
gram has done plenty to restock its 
talent.

“My goals going forward is to 
place higher in nationals and keep 
working hard – mostly in school,” 
she said. “I did good for my first year. 
I wish I could have done better in ev-
erything honestly, but shooting the 
score I did was in the playing field of 
all the other girls.”

Angelo State University Rams Clay 
Target Team and Barbers Hill alum 
Chailey Wilchek captured second 
place of the Association of College 
Unions International 2021 Collegiate 
Clay Target Championships.

Angelo State University Rams Clay Target teammates Avery Burrage, left, and freshman and Barbers Hill alum Chailey 
Wilchek. The  Rams Clay Target Team  recently captured second place of the Association of College Unions International 
2021 Collegiate Clay Target Championships.

BH alum, Angelo State clay 
target team claims national title

LITTLE BIDDY BITS
Policing your mind

I was speaking for a po-
lice department’s prayer 
breakfast.  My opening 
statement was, “You’re the 
only one who can police 
your mind.”

I received a text message 
the next day from one of 

the officers present at the 
prayer breakfast.  The text 
read, “I’ve been trying to 
take your advice and police 
my mind.  I almost had to 
arrest myself!”

“…bring every thought 
into captivity to the obedi-
ence of Christ.” (2 Corin-
thians 10:5)

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Chambers County commissioners met 
Monday morning to discuss what course 
of action to take now that the county’s hu-
man resources director has been jailed on 
multiple, including federal, charges. 

Toccara Greene, 39, of Wallisville, was 
arrested Thursday on tampering with a 
government record, a state jail felony; 
making false statements, a felony; and 
making false statements to obtain em-
ployees compensation, a felony. Greene 
was hired as the county’s HR director in 
January 2020, according to Chambers 
County District Attorney Cheryl Lieck. 

Lieck said Greene had been indict-

ed on felonies out of the 
Southern District of Texas 
for federal crimes.

Lieck also said she filed 
a temporary restraining 
order against Greene that 
Judge Chap B. Cain signed.

“It was adjoining her, and 
this was before she was ar-

rested, or her staff from being able to use 
the county equipment,” Lieck said.

Lieck said Greene’s references, which 
she said were 100% bogus, should have 
been scrutinized more closely.

Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy Combs did 
not go into details of the meeting since a 
majority of it was held in executive ses-
sion but did say there are questions con-

cerning Greene. 
“Everyone has a lot of questions, but 

no real answers,” Combs said. “We want 
to be sure that everyone understands we 
are aware of a potential problem. We are 
doing everything we can to make sure 
that everybody’s information is handled 
correctly and the situation is handled cor-
rectly. There are a lot of unknowns right 
now.”

Combs also cautioned about presuming 
guilt until all of the facts are known. 

“This is still the United States. People 
are still presumed innocent until prov-
en guilty. We have to be very careful,” 
Combs said. “We cannot jump to conclu-
sions. We have to let things be vetted out.”

At the end of the commissioners court 

meeting, an independent audit of the 
Chambers County Human Resources De-
partment was initiated. 

 The purpose of the audit is to address 
all areas of the department’s responsibili-
ties, including but not limited to: employ-
ee data security, payroll, unemployment 
claims, personnel issues, worker’s com-
pensation claims, pension funds and any 
other related functions of this department.

Greene is also under investigation by 
the Department of the Army Criminal In-
vestigations and Department of the Navy 
Investigations, authorities said. 

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said Greene was still in his jail as 
of Monday but expected federal authori-
ties to pick her up Tuesday morning. 

County launches audit in wake of HR director charges
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