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Texas Senator Brandon Creighton filed 
a bill Wednesday that would limit the cre-
ation, modification or removal of monu-
ments or memorials that honor an event or 
person of historical significance.

“Our past is complicated and our re-
public was built by imperfect men and 
women,” Creighton said. “There are parts 
of Texas history that we can learn from—
good and bad, but running from history 
will only prevent future generations from 
learning the hard lessons.

“This legislation creates a framework for 
removal or relocation of historical monu-
ments in the state, ensuring public input 
and a well thought out process,” he said.

He said that when he introduced the leg-
islation in the past that critics falsely as-
sumed it only focused on Civil War mon-
uments.

“We are at a crossroads where a vocal 
minority believes our founding fathers, 
Union generals and historical luminaries 
who shaped our society are too controver-
sial,” Creighton said. “I have to ask, when 
does cancel culture win over acknowledg-
ing and teaching our past—whether great 
or painful?”

State Representative Mayes Middleton, 
whose district includes Chambers County 
and overlaps with the area Creighton rep-
resents, said he approves of the effort.

“I strongly support this bill as it provides 
additional protections for Texas history 

from the Alamo to 10 Commandments 
monuments,” Middleton said. “I am grate-
ful Chambers County is honoring that his-
tory this year with new monuments to two 
Texas Revolution heroes, William B. Tra-
vis and Patrick Jack.”

If passed, the new legislation would ap-
ply to not only traditional monuments or 
statues but also statues, portraits, plaques, 
seals, symbols and names of bridges, parks, 
areas and streets.

For such memorials on state-owned or 
state-leased property other than an institu-
tion of higher education, any change would 
require a two-thirds vote of each house of 
the legislature if it has been in place for 
more than 25 years.

For memorials in place less than 25 

years, removal would require a formal ac-
tion of the governing body or individual 
with jurisdiction over the property.

For institutions of higher education to 
make such a change, the institution must 
have a policy in place regarding names and 
any change must be approved by the gov-
erning board.

For memorials under the control of a city 
or county, any change or removal would 
require a “supermajority” vote of the juris-
diction’s governing board if the memorial 
has been in place for more than 25 years 
or a simple majority if it has been in place 
for less time.

Creighton’s senate district includes 
Chambers County and continues to areas 
east and north of Houston.

Historical monument safeguards sought in bill 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The recent winter storm, 
hurricanes, and high-energy 
consumption have prompt-
ed Mont Belvieu council to 
consider a potential study to 
make the City of Mont Bel-
vieu more energy indepen-
dent from future blackouts. 

The ice storm left many 
residents without power for 
extended periods of time. 

Mont Belvieu City Man-
ager Nathan Watkins said 
council discussed whether 
the city should hire a firm 
to “look at the scoping and 
contracting with somebody 
to provide a feasibility study 
for energy.”

Council did not take a 
vote on the item as it was 
merely a discussion item. 

“With the Texas Legisla-
ture currently in session and 
looking into the blackouts 
caused by the winter storm, 
the feasibility study will 
take place in the future so 
the results of the legislature 
can be included to deter-
mine if it would be feasible 
for the City of Mont Belvieu 
to provide options and/or 
opportunities of generating 
our own power,” Nathan 
Watkins, Mont Belvieu city 
manager said. 

Watkins added there was 
no discussion about the cost 
of the study. 

“We are just looking at 
what we can do for our 
overall destiny,” he said. 
“It wasn’t just this recent 
storm. We had multiple 
main storms come in the 
Gulf of Mexico last year, 
and every August where en-
ergy is at its maximum con-
sumption.”

Watkins said council in-
tends to search for a consult-
ing firm specializing in this 
kind of work, evaluate op-
tions and then move ahead.

MB 
council 
weighs 
study

Mont Belvieu Xcel volleyball club 
squad sets sights on national title

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The Xcel Volleyball Club in Mont Belvieu has helped give girls aged 
12-18 plenty of extra work in their sport over the last few years.

For one group of young ladies, it certainly has paid off.
The Mont Belvieu 15U squad, comprised of mostly area girls from 

the Baytown high schools and Barbers Hill, has had quite the club sea-
son to say the least.

The team, 18-1 so far this season, is currently at the Orlando Sun-
shine Qualifier with the hopes of advancing to the nationals in Las Ve-
gas later in the year out of the USA Division – the second of three 
levels of competition.

The Xcel club organization has been coaching volleyball since 2004 
at four different locations (Cypress, Kingwood and Southeast Texas as 
well), with Mont Belvieu having continually evolved into its current 
form and the teams as well.

It consists of Sterling’s Taj Joseph, Katy Barger and Karmyn He-
bert, Goose Creek Memorial’s Olivia Banks and Barbers Hill’s Aemilie 
Broussard, Michael Easley, Peyton Fadal, Peyton Spahn and Mia Riv-
ers. Bridge City’s Demi Carter makes the hour-plus trip one way to be 
a part of the action.

Head coach of the 15U team, Whitney Moffitt, said the team bounced 
back well after a loss in the final of the season’s first tournament to 
become one of the better teams around the state as the No. 15 ranked 
team in the Lone Star Region. 

“Our first tournament was in the Houston Skyline and played the top 
team, Skyline Royal – they are a very well-known club and are nation-
ally recognized,” Moffitt said. “We lost in three sets (of best of three) 
and that team we lost to is No. 1 in the Lone Star. That set the tone for 
how talented this team is.” 

The 15U squad participates in a Tour of Texas series which is con-
sidered an elite event.

“Every match that you play is guaranteed to be a high-level, high-
skilled match,” Moffitt said. “We are playing for seeding and win or 
lose it helps with that for qualifiers. They have performed so well.”

The team is hoping now to finish in the top three of its flight in Or-
lando and get to the nationals.

“What’s really neat about this group is that everyone is in our back-
yard,” Moffitt said. “It’s not like other clubs that are recruiting kids 
from all over Houston with kids driving an hour to go to practice for 

whatever top team. We are talking about an elite team that went toe-
to-toe with the top team and they are basically all Baytown and Mont 
Belvieu kids.

“What’s interesting is that the bulk of the team that play for a differ-
ent club and qualified for the tour their 13-year. That group then came 
to Xcel and we have added complimentary players. I think they are 
very balanced.”

Moffitt also added this team is comprised of players who have played 
for years and done so with a strong work ethic.

“This is one of the most serious groups I have ever come across,” 
she said. “Their maturity level is very mature: They don’t play around, 
they are good natured and like to have fun, but they are serious about 
volleyball.

“They come into the gym and get to work. When you are around 
them, they don’t feel like freshmen.”

The coach said all that has parlayed into a “special” group that has 
great court sense and understanding how the sport moves.

Fadal is a setter for the team and played JV at Barbers Hill and helps 
establish the tone for the squad as an “amazing leader” according to 
Moffitt. Fadal is enjoying the experience with the team.

“We all have the same goal: We are all dedicated, want to win and to 
get a bid to nationals,” Fadal said. “We are hungry for that bid.

“I love being in control and running a team because I trust my own 
judgement.” 

Club volleyball is synonymous with a number of players getting in-
volved in hopes of collegiate exposure to further careers past the prep 
ranks. Fadal said that the team is more concerned with the here and 
now.

“There is more of a team-first attitude,” Fadal said. “We work togeth-
er well, and we all get along really well. Most of us have known each 
other for a while.”

Moffitt said if the 15Us can get through to nationals out of Orlando 
or in one of two later qualifiers, it would be the first time a team from 
this area has ever done so.

“That’s what special,” she said. “That’s what’s cool. I think select 
volleyball has grown and blown up. I think more and more kids are 
falling in love with it. They are doing more private training and are 
accessible to them. To be a successful club, you need a gym, and Mont 
Belvieu, we were established three years ago.

“Look at what we’ve been able to do.”

The Xcel volleyball, Mont Belvieu 15U team went to Orlando in hopes of qualifying for a club national tournament. The team was 18-1 before heading to 
Florida. Back from left are, head coach Whitney Moffitt, Aemilie Broussard, Ty Joseph, Michael Easley, Demi Carter, Katy Barger, Peyton Fadal and 
Peyton Spahn. Front row is Karmyn Hebert and Mia Rivers. Not pictured, Olivia Banks. 
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