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State addresses concerns from Hwy 146 meeting 
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Texas Department of 
Transportation has responded 
to the feedback given about its 
State Highway 146 Chambers 
County project.

Stakeholders, neighborhood 
association representatives, 
county and city officials, and 
even Kem Scheidt, Dr. Johnny 
T. Clark Jr. Elementary princi-
pal, spoke at the Dec. 5 meeting 
about the project. Many voiced 
concerns over the project, saying 
it was inadequate and did not ad-
dress their safety needs. 

The project’s goal was to en-
hance safety by reducing vehicle 
conflict points and creating more 
distance between the remaining 
ones. 

Billy Combs, Chambers Coun-
ty Pct. 3 Commissioner, said 
during the December meeting 
the combination of the mix of the 
traffic on Highway 146 “makes it 
extremely dangerous” as well as 
the speed drivers travel. 

“TxDOT will limit the loca-
tions of raised median by im-
plementing a variety of traffic 
calming measures, restricting 
parking on the shoulders, and 
installing ‘Do Not Block In-
tersection’ signs,” TxDOT  
officials said. “In addition, the 
proposed right turn lane at the 
(Clark) elementary school has 
been eliminated from the project 
upon further evaluation and input 
from the school administration. 
The proposed left-turn lanes at 
the median will accommodate all 
motorized vehicles.”

TxDOT officials said the 
U-turn movements at intersec-
tions are not recommended, espe-
cially for larger vehicles, which 
“cannot maneuver through the 
intersection without impacting 
public safety.” In addition, the 
project does not include the in-
stallation of traffic signals. 

“A traffic study must be con-
ducted to determine if a traffic 
signal is warranted. The side-

walk will provide safe access for 
pedestrian traffic,” officials said.

Larry Castleberry, a Tan-
glewilde Homeowner’s Associa-
tion Board of Directors member, 
was one of the concerned citi-
zens that spoke at the December 
meeting. 

“I would appreciate it if you 
would give some more thought 
into widening the roadway to 
where you have three lanes each 
way and keep the left-hand turn 
lane,” Castleberry said. 

TxDOT officials responded, 
saying the proposed project does 
not include widening the road to 
add general-purpose lanes. 

William Gibson of the Pine 
Meadows HOA was also critical 
of TxDOT’s proposed plan at the 
December meeting. 

“It’s a mess, and what you all 

are wanting to do is going to cre-
ate a bigger mess,” Gibson said. 
“As it sits now, there’s so much 
traffic coming through there that 
we’re not going to be able to 
get out easily because cars and 
trucks will not stop for us. That’s 
why we need the light there at 
Pine Meadows Boulevard.”

Patsy Durham, a local resi-
dent, wrote to TxDOT about her 
apprehension with the first pro-
posed plan. 

“A raised median replacing 
the two-way turn lane and lim-
iting access to left turns except 
at lights and a few U-turn points 
are opposed by myself and 
those of us that live along 146,” 
Durham stated. “The proposed 
changes to 146 will not help the  

High achievers

Barbers Hill quarterback Christian Kaopua was among those nominated for Baytown Sun Athlete of the Year for the 
past year. The senior led the Eagles on a playoff run that went three rounds deep.

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

In a sports year where technically 
a full calendar of contests was not  
carried out, one is pressed to come 
up with “a” singular Athlete of the 
Year.

Many of those nominated were 
top performers for one season and 
some of that ilk attempted to per-
form into the spring but were denied 
a finish.

So, with so many unfinished re-
sumes, the 2019-20 Baytown Sun 
Athlete of the Year has morphed 
into a recognition of top performers 
during the year.

Those that made the list were 
nominated by coaches and the se-

lection was based on certain criteria.

Barbers Hill
Football coach Tom Westerberg 

had no problem nominating out-
going senior quarterback Christian 
Kaopua whose only season under 
center led the Eagles to unprece-
dented heights.

Kaopua’s lone year with Barbers 
Hill led to an 11-2 record, unblem-
ished District 12-5A II crown and 
first ever Class 5A playoff wins.

Also, volleyball senior Trinity 
Hennigan got a nod for leading the 
Lady Eagles to a district title and 
area round playoff appearance.

Not bad after missing the first 
month of the season with an ankle 
injury.

Freshman Dalanna Carter, who 

broke on to the scene as the district 
MVP and already a Power 5 girls 
basketball recruit also garnered a 
nomination.

Anahuac
Foster Kruezer was a four-sport 

letterman in football, basketball, 
track and baseball.

He was the 3A-I District 12 Of-
fensive Player of the Year in foot-
ball and received multiple platitudes 
due to his performance.

He started in basketball and av-
eraged 6.3 ppg and 7.1 rpg while 
also running thee track events and 
pitched and manned centerfield for 
the baseball team. He will attend 
Vernon College on a baseball schol-
arship. 

County athletes recognized for standout seasons

Little 
League 
shuts 
down

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The Barbers Hill Little 
League announced this 
weekend it will cancel the 
remainder of its spring/
summer season due to con-
cerns over the COVID-19 
pandemic.

League president Kevin 
Fleming noted that at least 
a half-dozen reported coro-
navirus cases within the 
players’ family populations 
which led to the season be-
ing shuttered.

The season began last 
week after being delayed 
a couple months with the 
pandemic shutting down 
most of the country, for 
good.

Fleming said the league 
has about 500 kids signed 
up to participate and with 
the parents and the com-
munity, there is over a 
thousand people involved 
and that was too many to 
put at risk. 

“We were at 675 kids 
before COVID-19,” Flem-
ing said. “We had our first 
two weeks with one week 
of practice and we had one 
case where a parent said, 
‘Look, I think I caught 
COVID.’ That was only 
during the practice time.

“Then we were getting 
close to opening week and 
the Friday before we had 
another person said ‘I got 
COVID and my kid has the 
potential for it because he 
is in the house.’ So I put 
them on a 14-day quaran-
tine until they are free and 
clear.”

More reported cases 
came including a child who 
had been around a couple 
of teams after being ex-
posed to a potential infect-
ed person and that forced 
the BHLL board’s hands.

“Saturday morning I had 
another coach call me and 
said he had a case too,” 
Fleming said. “We had 
our executive board phone 

United 
Way 
impact
$2M put into 
programs 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

During the annual meet-
ing of the United Way of 
Greater Baytown Area and 
Chambers County, where 
85 people participated vir-
tually, it was revealed the 
organization provided $2 
million in funding to local 
human service programs 
from July 2019 through 
this month.

“Preliminary reports 
show an expected total of 
50,000 people were served 
by programs funded by 
United Way,” Melissa Re-
abold, UWGBACC CEO. 
“Programs ranged from 
providing childcare to sup-
port for victims of abuse 
and violence. In addition, 
the Board of Directors in-
vested nearly $50,000 in 
initiatives such as the annu-
al Days of Caring, a volun-
teer-driven project-based 
initiative that includes in-
stalling ramps to improv-
ing agency facilities.” 

Reabold said she was not 
too surprised by the high 
number of registrations for 
Thursday’s virtual meet-
ing.

“United Way’s focus is 
on finding ways to improve 
the community, most-
ly through a collabora-
tive effort,” Reabold said. 
“Community members 
are interested in learning 
more about where their do-
nations were invested and 
the efforts to meet our mis-
sion.” 

United Way announced 
for the ninth year running, 
more than $3 million was 
raised through Wednes-
day. About a quarter of all 
funding is donor-restricted, 
meaning it must be used 
for a specific purpose. A 
final tally of the annual 
fundraising effort will not 
be reported until the annual 
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