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Week three win 
propels coach’s 
optimism

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Barbers Hill football appears to 
have gotten plenty of good looks 
at its roster and a chance to get a 
good idea of just want to expect 
when District 12-5A II play be-
gins next week.

The Eagles (1-2) ended a two-
game skid and earned new head 
coach Carl Abseck his first win 
with the program with a 51-26 
win against Heights in Houston 
a week ago and enter the bye 
week feeling pretty well about 
its chances to make it back to the 
playoffs for a fourth straight year.

“The kids have worked really 
hard and have done everything 
we’ve asked them to do,” Abseck 
said. “Things didn’t bounce our 
way the first two games, but we 
showed flashes of being a really 
good team in both of those games. 
So, it was nice for them to get a 
win and play really well doing it. 
I am glad their hard work paid off 
and it just makes them hungry for 
more.”

Abseck said the win will give 
an obvious boost as Heights was a 
solid team if not a Paetow or Port 
Arthur Memorial, teams that beat 
Barbers Hill to start the year.

“They were athletic, well 
coached and just didn’t match up 
well with us and what we do,” 
Abseck said. “We didn’t punt in 
the first half and were really good 
on third down. Part of it is becom-
ing familiar and comfortable with 
what we are doing.”

Abseck said the positives in-
clude the play of the Eagles in 
the trenches including good pass 
protection for quarterback Brent 
Holdren and the running game.

“For us to be as successful as 
we want, we have to continue to 
be consistent on offense and run 
and pass equally,” Abseck said. 

The coach notes the defense 
continues to improve as it gets a 
better hold on the scheme while 
special teams need fixing.

“We need to eliminate big plays 

on special teams,” Abseck said. 
“Our secondary also has to im-
prove. We have to eliminate giv-
ing up big plays. Make them line 
back up and snap it again and give 
yourself a chance to make a stop. 
Statistics show that the more you 

snap it to score, the less frequent-
ly you score.”

Abseck is prepared for a tough 
District 12-5A II race for one of 
the four playoff spots.

“Anybody can beat anyone else 
on any given night so you have to 

play well every week,” Abseck 

said. “The teams are all matched 

up in fairly different ways.”

“I don’t think you can dismiss 

anybody.”

BH football figuring things out

The Barbers Hill defense and Will Buntin, 8, are slowly getting a hang of things three games into the Carl Abseck 
era with the Eagles. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)

Anahuac records 
winning non-district 
record in rout

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Landon Corbitt rushed for 83 yards on 
13 carries for two touchdowns and caught 
three passes for 100 yard including a 58-
yard score to help propel the Anahuac 
Panthers to an emphatic 33-0 home win 
Friday night over Bridge City.

Anahuac (3-1) has won three straight 
games.

The Panthers also got 79 yards and a 
touchdown on 25 carries by Christian San-
chez while the Anahuac defense pitched 
its first shutout in three years.

“We’re getting better on defense and 
that’s been our Achilles heel for the last 
couple of years,” Anahuac head coach 
Greg Neece said. “We limited them to 16 
yards rushing and seven first down. We 
held them to 76 yards total.

“They are a good offensive team, but 
their really good quarterback couldn’t 

play because he had a strained hamstring. 

They had a couple other quarterbacks that 

played, but the outcome wouldn’t have 

been different. They might have scored 

and had more yards for sure, but we just 

swarmed them and were a lot more physi-

cal on both sides of the ball.”

The defensive effort for Anahuac was 

sparked by defensive end Caden Hampton 

who had seven tackles, a sack, two pass 

knockdowns and a quarterback hurry.

It came after some early season chang-

es, moving to a 4-2-5. 

“On defense we just had to keep prac-

ticing and knowing the different assign-

ments and techniques,” Neece said. “We 

have four really athletic defensive ends 
and they were the key. They kept contain 
and when they ran the counter play, they’d 
go blow it up.

“It was just an experience issue and had 
to get better.”

Anahuac scored on a five-yard run and 
a 22-yard sprint in the first half with San-
chez grinding into the end zone for two 
two-point conversations for a 16-0 Pan-
thers halftime lead.

Sanchez then scored his own touch-
down on a three-yard run after halftime 
before Corbitt scored on his pass recep-
tion from Marcus Curiel late in the game. 
Sanchez added a 19-yard field goal to ce-
ment the final margin for the Panthers.

The 3-1 mark adds significance consid-
ering Neece is shooting for the Panthers 
first winning mark since he arrived prior 
to the 2019 campaign.

“One of our goals was to have a win-
ning non-district schedule,” Neece said. 
“After we started 0-1 and the resolve of 
the team to keep believing in what the 
teachers tried to instill to win three in a 
row? I really like our team’s makeup. 
They are very cohesive.

“They enjoy playing together, enjoy 
practicing and are a fun group to work 
with.”

Panthers football pitches rare shutout

The Anahuac defense, in black, held Bridge City to 76 total yards to record the program’s 
first shutout in three years in a 33-0 win Friday night. (Baytown Sun photo by Alan Dale)
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Pfizer said Monday its 
COVID-19 vaccine works 
for children ages 5 to 11 
and that it will seek U.S. 
authorization for this age 
group soon — a key step 
toward beginning vaccina-
tions for youngsters.

The vaccine made by 
Pfizer and its German part-
ner BioNTech already is 
available for anyone 12 and 
older. But with kids now 
back in school and the ex-
tra-contagious delta vari-
ant causing a huge jump 
in pediatric infections, 
many parents are anxiously 
awaiting vaccinations for 
their younger children.

For elementary school-
aged kids, Pfizer tested a 
much lower dose — a third 
of the amount that’s in each 
shot given now. Yet after 
their second dose, children 
ages 5 to 11 developed 
coronavirus-fighting anti-
body levels just as strong as 
teenagers and young adults 
getting the regular-strength 
shots.

Many Western countries 
have vaccinated no young-
er than age 12, awaiting 
evidence of what’s the 
right dose and that it works 
safely. Cuba last week be-
gan immunizing children 
as young as 2 with home-
grown vaccines and Chi-
na has cleared two of its 
brands down to age 3.

While kids are at low-
er risk of severe illness or 
death than older people, 
more than 5 million chil-
dren in the U.S. have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
since the pandemic began 
and at least 460 have died, 
according to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 
Cases in children have 
risen as the delta variant 
swept through the country.

Pfizer: 
Vaccine 
works in 
children


