
Thursday, August 12, 2021

Baytown Sun Extra 
FREE

I-10 @ Hwy 146  (281) 576-05552
4

/7
 E

R

THE

            CARE
HAPPENS 

HERE

Best

*All loans subject to credit approval. Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account 
for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 695 or greater, no bankruptcy in the 
previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 39%. Loan will consist of a 95% loan-to-value first lien mortgage, 
and a second lien mortgage up to 15% loan-to-value, with a maximum combined loan-to-value of 110%. Minimum down 
payment = 3% with seasoned funds, which can be applied to closing costs or down payment. No gifts or borrowed funds. 
Max purchase = $250,000. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer 
does not include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties 
and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
^Investment properties, Home Equity Loans and Jumbo Mortgage Loans are not eligible for the Best Rate Guarantee. Real 
estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications 
may apply. A competitors Mortgage Loan Estimate dated within three business days of CRCU’s mortgage loan 
offer is required in order to qualify for Best Rate Guarantee. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these 
promotions at any time. Please contact a representative for more details. CRCU membership required.
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WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY PILOT CLUB

West Chambers County Pilot Club presented scholarships to three Barbers Hill High 
School students. Trevor Bates received the Barbers Hill High School Senior Schol-
arship from West Chambers County Pilot Club President Angela Fackler. Trevor’s 
parents are Leila and Lee Bates.

West Chambers County Pilot Club presented scholarships to three Barbers Hill High 
School students. Averyelle Bartz also received a Barbers Hill High School Anchor 
Club Scholarship from President Angela Fackler. Averyelle’s parents are Katie and 
William Bartz.

West Chambers County Pilot Club presented scholarships to three Barbers Hill High 
School students. West Chambers County Pilot Club President Angela Fackler pre-
sented Moriah Shaw with a Barbers Hill High School Anchor Club Scholarship. Mori-
ah’s parents are Tambria and David Shaw.

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

A Chambers County 
man who died while in 
custody at the Chambers 
County jail was reported to 
have two small plastic bags 
in his stomach — one con-
taining a “crystalline sub-
stance” — according to a 
report filed by the Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Dontriel Coates, 37, died 
after jailers found him in 
distress in a holding cell 
just hours after being ar-
rested and held for an out-
standing warrant.

The Custodial Death 
Report filed by the Sher-
iff’s Office with the Texas 
Attorney General’s Office 
says the preliminary autop-
sy report listed “pulmonary 
edema, an enlarged heart, 
and two plastic baggies 
found in the stomach con-
tents.”

That statement was at-
tributed to Texas Ranger 
Joseph Dreaden, who is in-
vestigating the death.

Toxicology results are 
pending.

Chambers County Sher-
iff Brian Hawthorne said 
he does not know when the 
Texas Rangers, who are 
investigating, will have a 
report.

He noted that toxicolo-
gy reports, which are part 
of this investigation, are 
taking longer than usual 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Coates’ family said they 
have requested copies of 
video from the jail on the 
day of his death as well as 
relevant dashboard or body 
camera footage.

Bert Whittington III, a 
cousin, said that Coates’ 
mother, Cherrie Coates, 
submitted an open records 
request for the video and 
the Sheriff’s Office has 
asked the Attorney Gener-
al’s Office for an opinion 
on releasing it.

“To us, that’s a delay tac-
tic,” Whittington said.

Whittington, a former 
Chambers County deputy, 
ran against Hawthorne in 
the most recent election.

Hawthorne said the vid-
eo is part of the investiga-
tion. “All of those videos 

are all in the hands of the 
Texas Rangers,” he said.

According to the time-
line provided in the report 
to the Attorney General’s 
Office, Coates was brought 
to the Chambers County 
Jail about 11:08 a.m. the 
morning of July 14 in re-
gard to a motion to revoke 
probation stemming from 
a manufacture/delivery 
of a controlled substance 
charge.

When he was brought 
to the jail, the report said, 
he was found to be in pos-
session of a white crystal 
substance believed to be 
methamphetamine and was 
charged with possession of 
a controlled substance.

While in the jail, the re-
port says, Coates made 
four calls to his mother. 
At no point did he say 
anything about not feeling 
well or having a health is-
sue, the report said.

About 2:30 p.m. Coates 
asked to speak to a Sher-
iff’s Office captain, say-
ing his rights were being 
violated and he was being 
disrespected.

He was taken to the cap-
tain’s office and told there 
that the court had ordered 
him held without bond 
and only the court could 
change that. He was re-
turned to the holding cell 
about 3:08 p.m.

About 4:34 p.m. a jailer 
noticed Coates lying on his 
stomach and asked if he 
was OK. He said he was 
trying to sleep, the report 
said.

About 4:36 p.m. the jail-
er asked other staff for as-
sistance with Coates, who 
was responsive at that time 
but covered in perspiration.

About one minute later 
the jailer asks another staff 
person to call EMS and 
called for the jail nurse. 
From that time forward 
efforts were made to treat 
Coates, who was put into 
an ambulance about 4:54 
p.m.

The report said he expe-
rienced heart failure in the 
ambulance and attempts 
to revive him were unsuc-
cessful. Coates was pro-
nounced dead at 7:19 p.m. 
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Investigation 
continues into 
Anahuac man’s 
death in jail

NOAA: Storm season ‘shows no signs of slowing down’
THE BAYTOWN SUN

The 2021 Atlantic hurricane season 
is well underway, and atmospheric and 
oceanic conditions remain conducive for 
an above-average hurricane season, ac-
cording to the annual mid-season update 
issued by NOAA’s Climate Prediction 
Center, a division of the National Weather 
Service. 

The latest outlook reflects that the num-
ber of expected named storms (winds of 
39 mph or greater) is 15 to 21, including 
7 to 10 hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or 
greater), of which 3-5 could become ma-
jor hurricanes (Category 3, 4, or 5 with 

winds 111 mph or greater). 
This updated outlook includes the five 

named storms that have formed so far, 
with Hurricane Elsa becoming the earliest 
fifth named storm on record.

“After a record-setting start, the 2021 
Atlantic hurricane season does not show 
any signs of relenting as it enters the peak 
months ahead,” said Rick Spinrad, NOAA 
administrator. 

NOAA scientists predict that the like-
lihood of an above-normal 2021 Atlantic 
hurricane season is 65%. 

There is a 25% chance of a near-normal 
season and a 10% chance of a below-nor-

mal season.
“A mix of competing oceanic and at-

mospheric conditions generally favor 
above-average activity for the remainder 
of the Atlantic hurricane season, includ-
ing the potential return of La Nina in the 
months ahead,” said Matthew Rosen-
crans, lead seasonal hurricane forecaster 
at NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center. 

Atlantic sea surface temperatures are 
not expected to be as warm as they were 
during the record-breaking 2020 season; 
however, reduced vertical wind shear and 
an enhanced west Africa monsoon all con-
tribute to the current conditions that can 

increase seasonal hurricane activity. 
These conditions are set against the 

backdrop of the ongoing warm phase of 
the Atlantic Multi-Decadal Oscillation, 
which has been favoring more active hur-
ricane seasons since 1995. 

“Now is the time for families and com-
munities to ensure their preparations are 
in place,” said National Weather Service 
Director Louis W. Uccellini, Ph.D. “These 
storms can be devastating, so be prepared 
for all possible outcomes by staying tuned 
to the forecast and following safety infor-
mation and possible evacuation notifica-
tions issued by emergency officials.” 

XC teams 
have high 
hopes

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The Barbers Hill and 
Anahuac cross country 
teams will hope to open 
the season this weekend at 
Huffman’s Falcon Relays 
like the way they ended 
2020.

The Barbers Hill girls 
captured a district title and 
finished 12th at the Region 
3 meet for fourth year head 
coach Stacy Tucker who 
returns junior Christina 
Vasquez and sophomores 
Katie Peck and Peyton 
Dagley. Fifth-year boys 
coach Cody Knight aims 
for a fourth-straight district 
title and 9th place region-
al wrap, with a number of 
those harriers back.

Senior Ashten Barker, ju-
nior Andrew Williams and 
sophomores Tanner Moser, 
Tyler Groom, Ashton John-
son and Denver Carr are all 
back to make it another go.

Eagles boys coach Cody 
Knight is feeling positive 
about the runners he has 
back in the fold and what 
could happen going for-
ward.

“We also have a senior 
that is new to us here in 
Esteeban Rocha,” Knight 
said. “He has also done re-
ally well and pushes Tan-
ner in workouts.  The two 
of them are very similar as 
neither ever miss practice, 
and both lead the others 
with their work habits.”

Anahuac’s head coach 
Ashley Sherman returns 
for her fifth year in charge 
of the Anahuac cross coun-
try team that also heads to 
Huffman this weekend.

The Panthers return 
sophomore Adrienne Per-
kins, the team’s top runner 
as she qualified for Region 
3. Sherman will also wel-
come back junior boys Jai-
me Garza and Austin Ama-
ya and sophomore D.J. 
Watts and senior girl Juani-
ta Diaz and sophomore Sa-
vannah Desormeaux.  

The boys will aim to re-
turn to the regional meet as 
a team.

“This year I have a few 
returners but many new 
runners that are coming 
from soccer, volleyball, and 
football,” Sherman said. 
“The program is growing 
year by year and for that I 
am very thankful. I believe 
we have a great chance to 
send two teams to the re-
gional meet this season.”


