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Get a complete picture of your f inances 

with Personal Finance Management (PFM) 

in the Texas First Bank mobile app today!

LINK • TRACK • BUDGET • GROW

• Merla Lew Kramer

• Cathy Dianne Coleman

• Archie Lee Banks
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Encourage one another 
daily, as long as it is called 
Today, so that none of 
you may be hardened by 
sin’s deceitfulness.   
                    —Hebrews 3:13

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES
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GCM grad signs 
with Jacksonville
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SUNNEWS
SPORTS

Father’s Day 
photos sought

In honor of Father’s Day 
Sunday, The Baytown Sun 
invites readers to celebrate 
by submitting photos that 
depict the best of father-
hood. Submit photos by 
5 p.m. Thursday to be in-
cluded in the Sunday is-
sue. Send photos to david.
bloom@baytownsun.com 
Along with the image, 
please include names and a 
line or two about the photo.

HOTSPOTS

Sun dining tour 
stops at Baytown 
Café & Taqueria
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McDowell gets 50 years

Baytown Sun file photo

Demolition on the Montgomery Ward and Bealls buildings at San Jacinto Mall was done during the summer of 2016. 
The next phase of demolition is expected in three weeks and will last through October. 

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

The next phase of demolition in 
the process of redeveloping the San 
Jacinto Mall is about three weeks 
away, according to the developer. 

Stacy Matejka, marketing spe-
cialist for Fidelis Realty Partners, 
confirmed that demolition would 
occur in three weeks and is slated 
to go through October. 

Fidelis plans to tear down the for-
mer Sears wing, adjacent wing and 
the remaining portion of the Old 
Montgomery Ward wing, as previ-
ously reported.  

Throughout all phases of dem-
olition, Macy’s will remain at its 
current location and continue op-
erations, while JCPenney will also 
stay open through redevelopment 
but will eventually get a new build-

ing. 
Matejka said the size of the new 

JCPenney has yet to be determined. 
In negotiating a size of a new 

store, it doesn’t necessarily mean 
a larger facility is wanted, as B.J. 
Simon, associate executive direc-
tor for the West Chambers County 
Economic Foundation, alluded to 
at a recent West Chamber County 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon.  

“If you’ve been tracking the dy-
namics of the retail industry, small-
er is better,” Simon said. “(Major 
retailers) are reformatting, going 
from 150,000 square feet to 75,000 
square feet stores.” 

Almost four years ago, Fidelis 
Realty Partners purchased the San 
Jacinto Mall with the idea to re-
develop the mall into a 1 million 
square foot open-air concept shop-
ping center that is to be called the 

San Jacinto Marketplace. 
But before Fidelis can make 

changes to the site, it must garner 
approval from anchor stores Ma-
cy’s and JCPenney, which has been 
challenging and the main reason the 
project has been delayed. 

In fact, in March, Baytown City 
Council granted Fidelis an exten-
sion to the end of the year to final-
ize agreements. 

Last fall, Fidelis said demoli-
tion was to begin in November and 
hoped to have agreements finalized 
by February of this year. At the 
time the realty company said con-
struction might even start in April 
with development from Garth Road 
heading west toward Macy’s. But 
the only demolition to take place 
came in 2016 when they tore down 
the Montgomery Ward building. 

Construction is now believed to 

More mall walls coming down
Next demolition phase starts in 3 weeks

A Baytown business was apparently the vic-
tim of computer hacking, as they learned when 
they got a flurry of phone calls Wednesday from 
customers concerned about duplicate bills.

Les Gibson, of Gibson Printing, said “they 
got into my account and they re-billed about 20 
of my customers.”

Wednesday morning to say they had been 
billed a second time for printing they had al-
ready paid for.

“It’s the first time I’ve been hacked like that,” 
he said. “It’s the world we live in. We all live by 
computers now.”

He said he did not know how the incident oc-
curred, and said for anyone else with a bill that 
didn’t look right to call the company.

Gibson said that when he first tried to log in 
to his online account from home before coming 
to work Wednesday, it showed it had suspicious 
activity.                                   — Mark Fleming

Hackers victimize 
Baytown print shop

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

For the sixth consecutive year, local veter-
an organizations have teamed up to host the 
Baytown Area Veterans Appreciation Day. 

From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on June 22, guests 
will gather at the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 912 at 8204 N. Main St. 

All veterans and their families are wel-
come to attend and receive a free barbecue 
lunch prepared by Lenox Catering. The pub-
lic is also invited to attend. 

While the event is to promote fellowship 
between veterans in the community, it’s also 
about showing community support for ser-
vice members. 

“Last year we served a little over 400 
meals,” Jerry Johnson, coordinator of the 

event, said.  “It seems to grow each year and 
has done well.” 

The VFW will have the Missing Man Ta-
ble Ceremony, which a special table reserved 
to honor missing military service members. 
Set for six, the empty chairs represent Amer-
icans who were or are missing from each of 
the services — Marine Corps, Navy, Air 
Force and Coast Guard — and civilians, all 
with them in spirit.  

Military activities such as a Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony and Presentation of Colors 
will occur, as well as an open entry car show 
with People’s Choice and Commander’s 
Choice trophies. 

In addition, the day will include raffles, 
prize giveaways, children’s activities, 

 BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A man who murdered his wife, hid 
the body in the trunk of her car and then 
dumped it in a forest area was handed a 
50-year sentence for his crime. 

A jury in a Galveston courtroom had 
already found Steven McDowell, 46, 
guilty of murdering Crystal McDowell, 
37, his ex-wife, earlier this week. He 
killed her, claiming he “hugged” her to 

death, after she came to 
a home they still shared 
on the morning of Aug. 
25, 2017, the day Hur-
ricane Harvey arrived. 
According to video 
testimony from the 
couple’s young daugh-
ter, she witnessed her 
father kill her mother. 
Another child was up-

stairs asleep. 

Steven McDowell will have to serve 
a flat 25 years before he is eligible for 
parole.

Jeff Walters, Crystal McDowell’s un-
cle, was among many in the courtroom 
who gasped when the sentence was 
read. 

“He took her from us, and he deserves 
worse,” Walters shouted, struggling 
through tears. “He was given leniency, 
in my opinion. He did exactly what he 
was going to do. He said he was going 

Submitted photo

Steven McDowell, left, sits with his attorney Keaton 
D. Kirkwood during sentencing Wednesday. 

A new 
course
GC working to 
boost public image

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Goose Creek CISD is 
taking a strategic approach 

to improving 
both student 
achievement 
and its image 
and strength-
ening its part-
nership with 
the City of 
Baytown in 
the “Here, We 

Grow Giants” campaign, 
Superintendent Randal 
O’Brien told members of 
the Baytown Rotary Club 
Wednesday.

As the meeting was held 
at IMPACT Early Col-
lege High School, O’Brien 
started his presentation by 
introducing the organiza-
tion to the facility and the 
early college high school 
program.

IMPACT is one of two 
early college high schools 
operated by GCCISD. The 
other, newer, program is 
the Stuart Career Tech 
High School. Early college 
high schools, as defined by 
the Texas Education Agen-
cy, “are innovative high 
schools that allow students 
least likely to attend 

college an opportunity to 
earn a high school diplo-
ma and 60 college credit 
hours.”

O’Brien said, “We’re ba-
sically trying to change and 
shift a culture within our 
community of students that 
have never even considered 
college or what they might 
do after high school. We’re 
trying to shift that mindset 
not only of the student but 

Annual vets appreciation 
celebration set for June 22

Lengthy sentence fails to satisfy victim’s family
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