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You were taught, with 
regard to your former 
way of life, to put off your 
old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; to be made new in 
the attitude of your minds; 
24 and to put on the new 
self, created to be like God 
in true righteousness and 
holiness.    
             – Ephesians 4:22-24
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GCM GIRLS BASKETBALL DEFEATS GALVESTON BALL SPORTS

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The trailer for a dramat-
ic full-length feature film 
about human trafficking 
was released coinciding 
with National Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Day and 
National Slavery and Hu-
man Trafficking Prevention 
Month. 

A local Mont Belvieu 
girl, Annalise Bergen, plays 
the daughter 
of a man 
who appears 
to be the guy 
next door 
but harbors 
a terrible se-
cret.  

T h e 
trailer for “Illuminate” 
was released Mon-
day, and it portrays the 
reality of human traffick-
ing. It follows the life of 
Paul Cross, who struggles 
to balance a double life. 
On the outside, he’s an 
honest, caring family man 
doing his best to provide 
for his wife, Rebecca, and 
daughter, Elle, played by 
Bergen. But in reality, he’s 
running a trafficking ring 
underneath Illuminate, the 
club he manages. His two 
worlds collide when he 
meets one of his victims, 
who clings to hope in the 
midst of a hopeless world. 

Colin Tracy, the film’s 
writer and director, said the 
movie is based on a series 
by CT Daniels.

“And our production 
company wanted to show 
how in this underworld 
it can really be the guy 
next door doing this to 
people,” Tracy said.  “An  
estimated 40 million people 

BY MICHAEL PINEDA
michael.pineda@baytownsun.com

When you book a reservation for the 
state championship game, the enthusiasm 
can be contagious. 

Crosby ignited that enthusiasm with a 
62-61 instant classic win over Liberty Hill 
last week.

Sunday evening, L&T Details in Cros-
by announced on social media anyone that 
could prove they had purchased a ticket to 

the state championship game against Ale-
do would receive a free wax job. 

Marly Brockhan, who owns Energy 
Up Nutrition with her sister Noelle Pet-
ters, said they business usually features 
a community business on Pay it Forward 
Tuesday. This week, the coaching staff 
was sponsored with the community do-
nating for the cause. It started Monday 
and by the afternoon, there was more than 
enough to pay for the 14 coaches.

“We are going to see if we can get one 

for the whole team,” Brockhan said. “If 
we can’t we will sponsor it ourselves.”

Brockhan said the business, which has 
been in Crosby for four years, is connect-
ed to the school through its high school 
employees and student discount days. 
Customers can purchase a Cougar Pride 
tea and there have been discounts on Fri-
days once the playoffs began for those 
wearing a Crosby shirt. 

“The kids are excited, and we are giving 
them Friday off if they want to go to the 
game,” she said. 

Businesses are being asked to make 

supportive videos for the Coogs as state 
championship fever has become more 
contagious than COVID-19. 

It has been a whirlwind ride for a pro-
gram that last reached the state title game 

as the Buffaloes. No foe has been too 
mighty, as Crosby has made a prolific run 
to Arlington, knocking off four consecu-

tive undefeated teams ranked in the top 
seven. 

Now, the Cougars face their greatest 
challenge against one of the top blueblood 

State-bound: Coogs are the toast of Crosby
n Team takes on Aledo 1 p.m. Friday at AT&T Stadium

87th Texas Legislature convenesDrivers 
killed in 
wreck

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

While the number of people getting 
vaccinated for COVID-19 continues to 
grow, the supply of the vaccine is still 
limited—and so are details about what 
happens next.

The first people to be vaccinated were 
in the state-designated Phase 1A, which 
includes front-line health care workers 
and residents of long-term care facili-
ties.

While that phase continues, some 
area, including Harris County, have be-
gun Phase 1B, which expands available 

vaccinations to people 65 years of age 
or older, or persons at least 16 years of 
age with certain chronic medical condi-
tions.

However, the number of eligible peo-
ple exceeds the amount of vaccines yet 
made available, so simply being eligible 
to receive a vaccination does not guar-
antee being able to receive one.

Harris County Public Health is refer-
ring people to a website operated by the 
Texas Department of State Health Ser-
vices, which has a map of providers who 
have received the vaccine, but advises 
people to call the individual providers 

Vaccinations remain limited 
with next phase underway 

Gov. Abbott touts 
mass vaccine sites
STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
said the state should be 
able to rapidly increase the 
rate of COVID-19 vacci-
nations by using new mass 
hubs for getting shots, but 
the effort is still limited 
by the supply of medicine 
coming from the federal 
government.

In response to frustra-
tions over a slow and often 
confusing rollout of vac-
cines over the past month, 
Texas is shifting from its 
original model of using 

thousands of smaller vac-
cine providers to large-
scale sites that can process 
thousands of shots per day.

“We have the structure 
to vaccinate Texans very 
swiftly,” Abbott said after 
touring the new vaccine 
hub at the Esports Stadium 
Arlington & Expo Center. 
Other sites among the 28 
vaccine large hub include 
the Alamodome, Fair Park 
in Dallas and Minute Maid 
Park in Houston.

Members of the Texas House of Representatives and Senate will return to Austin to convene the 87th Legislative 
Session. This Associated Press file photo shows the Texas Capitol.

Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day

New film 
spotlights   
‘horrific’ 
situations

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The coronavirus pandemic has created a 
nearly $1 billion deficit in the Texas state bud-
get as the nation’s energy hub remains ham-
pered by a slow recovery and a half-million 
fewer jobs than a year ago. 

The forecast Monday by state officials is 
brighter than bleak projections last summer 
that warned of a spending deficit four times 
the size. Still, the shortfall could result in cuts.

“Unfortunately, the economic damage done 
by the pandemic has created a hole that it will 
take some time to climb out of,” Republican 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar said. 

The GOP-controlled Legislature is sched-
uled to return to work Tuesday for the first time 
in two years, at a time when the spread of the 
virus has never been worse in the state. More 
than 13,000 patients with COVID-19 are hos-
pitalized and the seven-day rolling average for 
daily new cases in Texas is more than 23,000.

At least two Democratic lawmakers an-
nounced they would not attend today’s

Pandemic leaves         
state with $1B deficit, 
could trigger cuts

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Texas 87th Legislature 
will convene at noon today, 
and there are six state repre-
sentatives and state senators 
who are filing bills that could 
affect you if they become 
laws. 

Most have already filed 
bills once the pre-file period 
began Nov. 9. Legislators 
have a March 12 deadline 
before they cannot file any 
more bills this session.  

District 128 Representa-
tive Briscoe Cain’s coverage 
area extends north up to just 
past FM 1960 and includes 
Crosby, Highlands, most of 
Baytown, Deer Park, and 
large portions of La Porte.

For this session, Cain has 
said he wants to ensure the 

integrity of elections and has 
filed House Bill 329 in rela-
tion to that goal. He said this 
is to pre-empt the institution 
of “Red Flag Laws” and the 
reformation of the Texas Di-
saster Act of 1975. Some feel 
like certain entities misused 
this Act in the COVID-19 
pandemic. In addition, Cain 
has filed HB 330, which 
would create criminal pen-
alties for election law viola-
tions.  

Cain said he also plans to 
file a Texas Heartbeat Bill, 
which aims to ban abortion 
once a fetal heartbeat is de-
tected around the sixth week 
of pregnancy. 

State Representative 
Mayes Middleton represents 
Texas State House District 
23. His district encompasses 

Baytown-area legislators 
preparing bills leading up 
to March 12 deadline  
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Both drivers were killed 
in a head-on collision in 
Highlands that took place 
Thursday night, and a 
2-year-old child seriously 
injured, according to the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

HCSO spokesman 
Thomas Gilliland said 
Claudia Santillan was driv-
ing northbound in the 1700 
block of South Main Street. 

Vicente Aguilar was driv-
ing southbound at a high 
rate of speed, investigators 
said, and failed to stay in 
his lane on a curve, cross-
ing over into the north-
bound lane.

The two vehicles, which 
were both Chevrolet Silver-
ados, struck head-on, kill-
ing both drivers.

Two-year old girl 
seriously injured

SEE DEFICIT • PAGE 10


