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It’s 80 degrees as I write this, 
but it’s also the end of October. 
Cooler weather is just around the 
corner, and green things need a 
little preparation for the change. 
We have managed to avoid a bad 
storm season, but anytime a front 
moves in there are bound to be 
branches falling from the trees 
and shrubs. If you didn’t do so in 
August or September, you might 
want to walk around the yard 
to look for dead branches that 
could be lopped off before they 
hit a roof or window. We’re not 
talking about pruning at this time 
of year; that can do more harm 
than good. Same with fertilizing, 
because feeding a plant that needs 
to go into hibernation, or “harden-
ing off” as it is called in the plant 
world, does exactly the opposite 
of what you want. It encourages 
growth and the plant is less able 
to withstand sudden temperature 
drops.

Watering is another factor that 
assists with radical temperature 
change.  In our area, a drop of 30 
degrees in a few hours is not at 
all unusual. If consistent watering 
has been done through the year, 
the root system has had a chance 
to go deep, and that can protect it 
from the cold penetrating in the 
first few inches of soil. If you have 
areas where water tends to stand, 
the roots won’t bother to hunker 
further down, so those plants will 
likely have a harder problem in 
the cold. Mulching is another pro-
tectant, but won’t have the same 
effectiveness as a good job of wa-
tering.

Plants that are portable can be 
bunched up against a protecting 
wall if you can’t get them inside. 
Our freezes are usually of short 
duration, last year being a rather 
shocking exception. Before the 
cold weather arrives, consider put-
ting your freeze protection items 
together for a quick grab. Plastic 
isn’t good, but blankets are fine.  
There are also products in the gar-
den centers that will keep covered 
plants several degrees warmer. 
Coverage should go all the way 
to the ground; using bricks or 
something else to weigh the cov-
ers down keeps them from blow-
ing off, another situation when we 
have one of those northers blow 
in. Everything can be removed 
after the temp rises above 34 de-
grees; if ice has formed on some 
plants, don’t wash it off. It will 
melt soon enough.

Many folks in the area keep 
their tropical plants in large pots, 
so they can be moved to covered 
areas if necessary. A garage can 
be perfectly adequate for a short 
time. Keep the lights on, and if 
possible, a small heat source can 
be valuable. (Safety first – make 
sure it’s in good condition and 
safe to use in this situation.)

With some plants, it’s actually 
better to get them out of the pots 
for the winter. Plumeria are the 
best example; they can be yanked 
out of the ground or their pot and 
left high and dry until much warm-
er temperatures arrive.  Keeping 
them in the pots won’t kill them, 
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A large apartment complex planned for 
Langston Boulevard near the new Hackber-
ry Gully Park moved another step closer to 
reality when the Mont Belvieu City Council 
approved an economic development agree-
ment supporting the project at its meeting 
Monday.

Mayor Pro Tem Mike Pomykal, who pre-
sided in the absence of Mayor Nick Dixon, 
said the agreement is with the Barbers Hill 
Education Foundation, which is a major in-
vestor in the project.

The vote approving the agreement came 
after an executive session in which council 
members discussed the deal for more than 
an hour.

For part of that time the discussion includ-
ed former City Manager Nathan Watkins, 
who was heavily involved in the planning 
stages of the project.

The project is ultimately planned to have 
about 700 units, with about half of that be-
ing built in the first stage of construction, ac-
cording to information provided in an earlier 
council meeting in June.

Signs of the times
Mont Belvieu City Council approved a re-

vised sign ordinance Monday.
Discussion of the ordinance began with 

wanting to regulate electronic signs and 
grew into an overhaul of the ordinance to 
incorporate changes needed in response to 
recent Supreme Court rulings requiring con-
tent-neutral sign regulations.

New requirements require electronic signs 
to have a static image than can change no 
more than once an hour, limit maximum 
brightness both during daytime and night-
time hours, and limit businesses to block-
ing no more than 30% of window area with 
signs.

The ordinance also allows for coordinat-
ed signage within business parks and allows 
individual consideration of architecturally 
unique signs that exceed normal size re-
quirements.

The new ordinance does not apply to signs 
posted by the city or the school district.

It was approved 4-2.

Fire service
Council also approved a contract to pro-

vide fire and EMS service to Old River-Win-
free, including both inside the city limits and 
the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.

The volunteer fire department serving that 
area is no longer functioning.

Mont Belvieu will receive county funds 
that supported the former OR-W fire de-
partment and will also receive a new tanker 
truck.

The measure passed 6-0.
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The folks at Barbers Hill ISD were treat-
ed to some good news when representatives 
from Weaver and Tidwell, an auditing firm, 
issued the district a favorable opinion. 

Greg Peterson of Weaver presented the 
board with the news.

“The whole point of an audit is for us 
to render an opinion on the financial state-
ments,” Peterson said. “We are issuing an 
unmodified opinion. That is known as a 
clean opinion, which is the highest level of 
assurance that you can receive on financial 
statements.”

Dr. Greg Poole, Barbers Hill ISD superin-
tendent, said he and Peterson had a discus-
sion prior to the board meeting. 

“I hate to put words in his mouth, but it 
was something like this was the ‘best audit 
ever,’” Poole said.  

Peterson pointed out the district imple-
mented Governmental Accounting Stan-
dards Board Statement No. 84. He said the 
district adopted GASB No. 84 for account-
ing and reporting for fiduciary activities. 
The statement improves guidance for fidu-
ciary activities identification for accounting 
and financial reporting purposes. It also cov-
ers how those activities should be reported.

“This was a standard that all governmen-
tal entities had to adopt this year,” Peterson 
said. 

The audits were conducted in accordance 
with auditing standards generally accepted 
in the U.S. and the Government Auditing 

Standards, which are issued by the Comp-
troller General of the U.S., Peterson said. 

As part of the audit, Peterson said they 
tested the district’s federal grants. This led 
to Weaver issuing an unmodified opinion 
on the district’s compliance with major pro-
grams. The one program tested was the Spe-
cial Education Cluster 84.927A, 84.027A, 
and 84.173A.

“That represented about 35% of the dis-
trict’s total federal expenditures,” Peterson 
said. “That is quite a bit of coverage from 
that program.” 

Peterson explained as part of their audit-
ing standards, they have to make certain 
communications with governance. He added 
as the district’s auditor, they are required to 
form and express an opinion on the financial 
statements.

“We, as your auditors, remained indepen-
dent throughout the engagement,” he said. 

Weaver remained independent throughout 
the audit, Peterson added. 

Peterson said Weaver looks at the quali-
tative aspects of the entity’s significant ac-
counting policies when auditing. They found 
the most sensitive accounting estimates 
affecting the financial statements were al-
lowance for uncollectable taxes, Foundation 
School Program revenue, and incurred but 
not reported accrual for worker’s compen-
sation.

“All disclosures are neutral, consistent 
and clear,” Peterson said. 

Peterson said they did not encounter any 
significant difficulties during the audit. 
There were no uncorrected and corrected 

misstatements, disagreements with man-
agement, and management provided all re-
quired representations in order for them to 
render their opinion. 

Peterson briefly went over the district’s 
General Fund, which he said is the prima-
ry operating fund of the district. The total 
general fund revenue is $116 million. About 
$95.9 million comes from local and inter-
mediate sources such as property taxes. An-
other $19.2 million is in state programs, and 
$832,789 is in federal programs. 

The general fund balance began with 
$49.1 million and ended with $43 million, a 
$6.1 million difference.

“The decrease of $6.1 million in fund 
balance is the result of increases in instruc-
tional expenses and donations to the Ed-
ucation Foundation,” Peterson said. “The 
final amended budget for the general fund 
budgeted a decrease in fund balance of $9.2 
million. The difference between the budget-
ed decrease and actual is a $3 million posi-
tive variance when we look at final amended 
budget versus actual expenditures.” 

Peterson said $26.3 million was donated 
to the Education Foundation from the gen-
eral fund. Last year, that figure was $10.2 
million. 

“These donations are recorded as com-
munity services expenditures in the general 
fund and are properly budgeted,” Peterson 
said. 

The Education Foundation has a total of 
$121.2 million in assets as of year-end, Pe-
terson said. 

“That is pretty impressive,” he added.

BHISD receives favorable audit 

Mont Belvieu council OKs apartment deal
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It’s been two years since the 
Freaky Deaky Texas music fes-
tival last hit the Houston Race-
way Park and once again, Hal-
loween means a time for electric 
body music.

The festival, expected to bring 
in about 60,000 revelers both 
Friday and Saturday, is loaded 
with a lineup of dozens of EBM 
acts playing five stages amidst 
thousands of Halloween-cos-
tumed fans of all ages.

According to Seth Angel, vice 
president and general manager 
of raceway park, with the event 
being an open air one, there 
will be no restrictions regard-
ing COVID-19 during Freaky 
Deaky.

“There are no requirements 
for masks or vaccinations for the 
festival,” Angel said. “Last year 
we had about 50,000 people and 
this year we expect 60,000-plus 
for a Halloween-themed music 
festival.”

Angel acknowledged that 
during the last event, there had 
been some concerns from local 
residents about the noise levels.

“First and foremost, the on-
stage programming ends at 
11:30 p.m. and that is a man-
date implemented by Chambers 
County commissioners,” Angel 
said. 

“Also, we have limitations on 
decibel levels we can emit from 
our property lines and that will 
be monitored by the festival pro-
moters, us and the county. There 
are specific parameters we are 

to abide by and if not, we are 
subject to financial penalty via 
fines.” 

Angel said noise-blocking 
technology with panels and 
speakers are some examples of 
trying to keep noise down.

Samantha Humphrey, public 
information officer for Cham-
bers County, added that most of 
the noise complaints were doc-
umented via social media-based 
and community groups and not 
directly to officials.

“From an economic develop-
ment standpoint, there aren’t a 

lot of hotels on the west side that 
are in Chambers County, but 
people are stopping at restau-
rants, going to convenient stores 
and purchasing food items and 
gas,” Humphrey said. 

Tickets range in gener-
al admission from $109.95 to 
$179.95 for one and two-day 
passes with a limit of 20-per 
customer. Two-day VIP tickets 
have been sold out.

Festival parking will be avail-
able for $20 on both sides of the 
facility per day. 

https://freakydeaky.com/

Freaky Deaky 

fest returns to 

Chambers Co.
Freaky Deaky festival-goers show off thier costumes at last year’s 
event.The festival is expected to bring in about 60,000 revelers both 
Friday and Saturday at Houston Raceway Park.


