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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Your rate will be fixed. 4.87% APR based upon a 
$125,000 loan total @ 180 months with a monthly payment of $972.29, with a total 
loan payoff of $175,012.20. Your annual percentage rate will be dependent upon total 
loan amount, term chosen, and individual financial circumstances. Rates based on 
an evaluation of each member’s credit history, loan to value (LTV), loan amount, loan 
purpose, and other factors; so, your rate and terms may differ. All loans are subject to 
credit approval. Under certain circumstances an escrow account for taxes and insurance 
may be required. Some restrictions may apply. Does not include taxes and insurance. 
Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. CRCU membership required. 
+Individual loan circumstances vary and actual funding may exceed stated 
timeframe. ^Check with your tax advisor for details. Offer subject to change 
or cancellation without notice.

WITH CRCU MORTGAGE 
REFINANCING

UNLOCK the Equity in your home!
RATES AS LOW AS 

4.87 
FOR 15 YEARS.

APPLY ONLINE AT CRCU.ORG/HOMEEQUITY OR CALL 281.422.3611

CRCU.org/Mortgage
NO LENDER FEES

 NO POINTS, ORIGINATION, UNDERWRITING OR PROCESSING FEES

% 
APR*

The United Way of Greater Baytown Area and Chambers County Events Committee pose for photos ahead of the an-
nual meeting. From left are Kathy Jeager, Lynne Foley, Cookie McKenzie, Mary Litton and Judy Hunter.

$2.6 mil campaign goal eclipsed
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

In a year when most things went 
virtual but needs were very real, the 
United Way of Greater Baytown Area 
and Chambers County remained hard 
at work, responding to the pandem-
ic challenges and exceeding its $2.6 
million campaign goal by more than 
$100,000.

Board members, volunteers, staff 
and supporters celebrated the year by 
returning to an in-person gathering 
for the annual meeting, held at the 
Clubhouse at Evergreen Park.

Campaign chair Terry Sain said 
the year presented a lot of challeng-
es since many of the organization’s 
fundraising efforts normally depend 
on face-to-face appeals. Workplace 
pledge drives were complicated by 
the fact that many employees worked 
from home.

The United Way traditionally does 
most of its work in the community 
by serving as a funding conduit — 
conducting fundraising efforts and 
awarding grants to member agencies 
that provide services to the public.

The unique challenges of the year 
led to some new direct assistance ini-
tiatives.

Sabrina Martin, who serves on 
the Community Impact Committee, 
spoke about several of those initia-

tives.
One was a Chambers County Re-

source Network as a way for local or-
ganizations to be able to share what 
services they have available.

While the local United Way has 
historically served west Chambers 
County, it has extended its coverage 
area to all of Chambers County in re-
cent years.

Thanks to several donors, the 
United Way also established the 
COVID-19 Emergency Fund, which 
collected $102,739 to assist with 

needs that arose because of the pan-
demic and also worked with food dis-
tribution events across the area.

That fund assisted 269 people with 
rent or utilities and 153 with child 
care or transportation — and more 
than 17,000 with food.

Nick Graham, who heads up the 
Day of Caring, said the usual event 
couldn’t happen because of the pan-
demic, but 34 projects were conduct-
ed or coordinated online.

Day of Caring will return Oct. 22, 
he said, with both hands-on volunteer 
projects and virtual efforts.

Another United Way effort that 
was already in the works before the 
pandemic that went live in November 
is a Volunteer Connect web presence 
that provides a list of local volunteer 
opportunities. Available on the Unit-
ed Way website at unitedwaygbacc.
org, it matches volunteers with needs.

During the annual meeting, four 
new members of the Board of Di-
rectors were elected. They are Jeff 
Bolton with Covestro, Rob Hill with 
the ExxonMobil Baytown Olefins 
Plant, Adrienne Joseph with Houston 
Methodist and David Lehmann with 
OneOK.

Nick Woolery with the City of 
Baytown was recognized as the 
outgoing president of the board and 
Steve Daniele with Seal-Pac was 
welcomed as the new president.

CCSO deputies 
seize nearly $1 mil 
during traffic stop

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com 

Chambers County 
Sheriff’s deputies seized 
$888,050 in suspected drug 
money Wednesday after-
noon following a traffic stop 
near Mile Marker 814, ac-
cording to a statement from 
Sheriff Brian Hawthorne.

Deputies stopped the Ford 
F-250 about 2 p.m., he said, 
for a traffic violation.

Suspecting other crimi-
nal activity, they asked the 
Jefferson County Sheriff’s 
Office to provide a dog to 
check the vehicle. The dog 

alerted on the 
vehicle, which 
led to a search.

The search 
found two 
large black 
bags that to-

gether contained the money 
in U.S. currency, Hawthorne 
said.

The driver was identified 
as 35-year-old Antwone 
Smith of South Carolina. 
Hawthorne said Smith has 
prior convictions for narcot-
ics violations.

He was jailed in Cham-
bers County on suspicion of 
money laundering.

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

With Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
signature, the Gulf Coast 
Protection District is now a 
reality, giving local entities 
the mechanisms to provide 
funding a proposed $26 bil-
lion storm barrier, known 
as the Ike Dike or Coastal 
Spine, through the levying 
of taxes and bond issuanc-
es.

The legislation, known 
as Senate Bill 1160, estab-
lishes the district effective-
ly immediately. The district 
includes Harris, Chambers, 
Galveston, Jefferson, and 
Orange counties. 

About 65% of all U.S. 
cargo goes through Texas 
ports along with large vol-
umes of military jet fuel 
and diesel fuel. With the 
creation of the district, there 
is the opportunity to lever-
age almost $30 billion fed-
eral dollars in protection for 
Beaumont, Harris County, 
and Galveston ports from 
storm surges. 

Billy Combs, Chambers 
County Pct. 4 commission-
er, said folks in his county 
are excited about the bill. 

“We are definitely in fa-
vor of it and support it,” he 
said. 

The district is going to be 
governed by an 11-mem-
ber board. On Wednesday, 
Governor Abbott appointed 
Sally Bakko, Michel Bech-
el, Roger Guenther, Robert 
D. “Bob” Mitchell, Lori 
J. Traweek, and Michael 
VanDerSnick to the board. 
Their terms are set to expire 
on June 16, 2025. The gov-
ernor also named Nicole 
Sunstrum as the temporary 
Executive Director.

Combs said they expect 
to announce their appoint-
ment in July. Pct. 2 Harris 
County Commissioner and 
Harris County Judge Lina 
Hidalgo were contacted for 
comment, but neither re-
sponded before deadline. 

“This board will define 
the scope and what happens 
with the projects,” Combs 
said. 

While a majority of the 
project is expected to be 
funded through the feder-
al government, the district 
could possibly levy a tax of 
.5 cents per $100 of prop-
erty valuation. It could also 
utilize eminent domain for 
land or property.  

The project is expected 
to be one of the largest civil 
works project in US history. 
The funds would go toward 
building parts of the barri-
er, such as a gated structure 
from Galveston Bay to the 
Houston Ship Channel. It 
also includes the building 
of sand dunes for 43 miles 
to protect the Galveston 
and Bolivar Peninsula and 
a ring levee for the north 
side of Galveston. Ecosys-
tem restoration stretching 
southwest to South Padre 
Island is also part of the 
plan, known as the Texas 
Coastal Study, a six-year, 
$20.6 million study by the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
in partnership with the Tex-
as General Land Office. 

The entire coastal barri-
er project, which includes 
ecosystem restoration ex-
tending southwest to South 
Padre Island, is expected to 
cost $26 billion, with the 
dunes and sea gate at the 
ship channel alone account-
ing for $14 billion to $18 
billion of that total. Once 
fully constructed, the Corps 
estimates the project will 
save $2.2 billion in storm 
damages every year.

The Corps is releasing its 
plan in August on the Ike 
Dike. They will most likely 
build all of the projects. 

The project derives its 
name, the Ike Dike, from 
Hurricane Ike, a Category 
2 storm that hit the Gulf 
Coast in September 2008. 
It carried with it a Cate-
gory 5-level storm surge. 
A storm surge of 12- to 
15-feet hit Harris County, 
while a 15- to 17-foot surge 
struck the Bolivar Peninsu-
la. The surge extended 15 to 
18 miles inland over Cham-
bers County. The storm’s 
winds also reached 110 
mph at landfall.. 

Local officials        
celebrate creation  
of Ike Dike entity
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There is no longer any litigation going on between 
Chambers County and its former Human Resources 
director, but her attorney said he expects more in the 
future.

The former HR director, Toccara Greene, was fired 
by county commissioners in May after being accused 
of being a “con artist.”

Greene is facing a federal charge in Houston accus-
ing her of making false statements to obtain federal em-
ployees compensation and of making a false statement.

She is accused of falsely claiming to receive cancer 
treatments when she worked for the Department of the 
Army.

She received up to $17,000 in benefits once she filed 
an Application to Become a Leave Recipient Under the 
Voluntary Leave Transfer Program, according to Adam 
Goldman, Southern District of Texas-Houston Division 
attorney. 

Goldman also said Greene received over 240 hours 

of leave, and United States Department 
of Army employees paid this expense.

After that charge was filed, Chambers 
County officials put Greene on leave 
and got a restraining order against her to 
prevent her from having access to coun-
ty facilities or records.

She appealed that restraining order 
but in the meantime, commissioners 

fired her, making the restraining order unnecessary, and 
it has been effectively withdrawn. 

Greene’s attorney, Nitin Sud, said he is unaware of 
any remaining litigation between Greene and the coun-
ty at this time, though he said that technically her ap-
peal is still pending until it is dismissed.

“I do expect that there will be future litigation, given 
what appears to be several civil rights and other viola-
tions committed by the County and the [District Attor-
ney],” he said.

Court records show that on June 10 Greene was 
granted additional time to prepare her defense. Jury se-
lection is currently set for Aug. 24 in the federal case.

Chambers Co. drops charges against      

ex-HR director, fed charges pending

GREENE

United Way to go!

Live United Award Recipient Guido 
Persiani is pictured with United Way 
of Greater Baytown Area CEO Melis-
sa Reabold and Board President Nick 
Woolery. (Photo by Carol Skewes)


