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Put on the whole armor of 
God, that ye maybe able to 
stand against the wiles of 
the devil.    – Ephesians 6:11

Taking control of our 
thoughts, we gain control 
over our lives. That’s 
putting on the armor. Be 
encouraged!                 – SH
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Rebels on a roll
Lee College romps past 
Victoria College 95-55
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  GOAL-

GETTERS
Age was no match for 

these celebs and their 

drive to succeed! 

Samuel L. 
Jackson

J.K. 
Rowling

Regis
Philbin

Betty White

The Friends of the Library annual meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 28, at Sterling Municipal 
Library. 

Open to the public, annual meetings have historically 
featured a guest speaker from the area such as an au-
thor or community member. This year’s meeting will 
be the first of its kind, however. Library staff will host 
a special, live presentation of the 100th episode of the 
podcast: AllBooked! 

AllBooked is a book review podcast where the hosts 
invite readers to discuss their favorite books and why 
those books appeal to them. Favorite episodes have in-
cluded one teen’s frustrated review of The Old Man 
and the Sea, and an episode reviewing a true crime 
book about the Golden Gate Killer, who was caught 
not long after the book was released!

“We wanted to make a podcast that was short enough 
for listeners to enjoy during a commute down Garth 

Road, but with enough substance to make you want to 
pick up a new read,” librarian and show host, Lesley 
Kohles, said. “If you want to find books for yourself 
or even as gift ideas, you can find us at allbooked.pod-
bean.com or through iTunes or Spotify.” 

The guest book reviewer for the 100th episode is 
Kevin Troller, Baytown assistant city manager. He will 
be reviewing a few Mitch Albom novels. The first 30 
guests at the annual meeting will receive a free copy of 
“Timekeeper” by Mitch Albom.

“Getting a behind the scenes look at how a podcast is 
recorded and produced is a rare opportunity,” Library 
Director Jamie Eustace said. The Sterling Municipal 
Library looks forward to commemorating this exciting 
100th episode with the Baytown community. Please 
join us!”

For more, contact Sabrina Martin at 281-422-1145 or 
Sabrina.Martin@baytown.org.

Sterling Library hosting special 
podcast live presentation Jan. 28

Sterling Municipal Library staff — Lesley Kohles and Catherine Beverly — will host a live presentation of the 100th 
episode of the podcast: AllBooked! on Tuesday, Jan. 28 during the Friends of the Library annual meeting.

1Enjoy some fam-
ily fun at City 

Park in Mont Bel-
vieu Saturday. Fish 
Fest 2020 will take 
place from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday. 
Fishing license requirements will 
be waved for two hours of an-
gling fun. There will be a catch 
limit of five so make sure they 
are trophies. The Parks and Rec-
reation staff will be on site to help 
young and first-time fishers have 
a grand time. City Park is located 
at 10900 Eagle Drive. 

2Find out everything you ever 
wanted to know about the 

Battleship Texas and more this 
weekend. Mark Lardas, author 
of “The Battleship Texas in War 
and Peace,” will give a presenta-
tion on his book for the Baytown 

Historic Preserva-
tion Association. Re-
live history through 
a lecture at 10 a.m. 
Saturday in the red 
barn meeting room 
of the Republic of 

Texas Plaza. The lecture is free 
of charge with doors opening at 
9:30 a.m. Lardas will have books 
available to sign and reservations 
are encouraged because seating is 
limited. Call 281-421-2099 and 
leave a message providing those 
attending for the event. 

3Live the life previously 
thought unattainable and have 

a Downton Abbey moment Satur-
day courtesy of the Arts League 
of Baytown. A formal High Tea 
will conclude the celebration of 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

City council has approved a $60,300 contract to expand the Goose 
Creek trails.

Council unanimously approved the contract with Hutchison & As-
sociates for two phases for the trails, Phases VII and VIII. The pro-
posed trails will measure an additional 1.47 miles. 

Scott Johnson, Parks and Recreation director, said this should finish 
the trails unless the city decides to go north of Interstate 10. 

“When we get to the CenterPoint transmission towers by the Hous-
ton Methodist Baytown Hospital, we’ll go under them and head north. 
The plan is to go all the way,” Johnson said. 

This will also tie sidewalks to the trail from Country Club Manor 
neighborhood and to Garth Road. 

Johnson said Hutchison & Associates will design, survey and come 
up with the easement permits to take the trails to Santavy from Baker 
Road.  

“That will also tie into the (Eddie Huron Park),” he said. “It has a 
trail and the sidewalks where the old Krogers was located. And we’ll 
probably put a connection to where the Home Depot is.”

Both sections follow the CenterPoint transmission corridor. The city 
will need permission to accomplish this task. CenterPoint is 

Take the family out 
fishing this weekend 
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Dress code impasse draws national attention 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

From major news outlets to 
social media, Barbers Hill ISD’s 
standoff with a senior who refus-
es to cut his dreadlocks is the talk 
of the nation.

The controversy — pitting 
dress code hardliners vs. those 
who see racial discrimination 
based on hairstyle — continues 
to attract national attention and 
the story has appeared on nation-
al TV news broadcasts and has 
appeared in some of the coun-

try’s most-read 
newspapers. An 
online petition 
asking Barbers 
Hill to stop gen-
der discrimina-
tion has more 
than 20,000 sig-
natures.

On Thursday 
night, California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom chimed in: “This is 
racial discrimination. And it’s 
played out every day across 
our country — in workplaces, 
schools, sports — in ways that 

are subtle and in ways that are 
overt. I’m proud that CA became 
the first state to ban hair discrim-
ination. Other states should fol-
low,” he tweeted.

Last year, California became 
the first state to ban work-
place and school discrimination 
against black people for wearing 
hairstyles such as braids, twists 
and locks. Newson signed the 
legislation into law in July.

Sports stars and celebrities 
are also supporting the Arnolds. 
Houston Texans wide receiver 
DeAndre Hopkins, actress Ga-

brielle Union and Bernice King, 
the youngest child of slain civil 
rights leader the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. They all have 
gone to Twitter to show support 
for Deandre. 

“On #MLKDay, (but it would 
be unjust on any day), controver-
sy erupted around the #Barber-
sHill ISD school board in Texas 
suspending him and telling him 
he would not walk at graduation 
this spring unless he cuts his 
dreadlocks,” King tweeted re-
ferring to a board meeting held 
on Martin Luther King Day was 

filled with protesters.
“Never cut your locks Dean-

dre Arnold,” Hopkins tweeted on 
Wednesday. 

Union Tweeted, “KEEP 
FIGHTING!!! They truly be-
lieve if you stay quiet, they’ve 
won. Don’t be quiet. Do not let 
this stand.”

The district superintendent, Dr. 
Greg Poole, responded to some 
of that criticism via Twitter.

“BH has received scrutiny 
regarding our high level of ex-
pectations on all things & dress 
code. Yet our African American 
students beat the state average on 

Student’s fight against cutting dreadlocks puts Barbers Hill in the spotlight 
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ARNOLD

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Lee College regents ap-
proved the sale of prime 
Interstate 10 real estate 
Thursday night, accepting a 
$2.031 million bid for near-
ly eight acres that has front-
age on Interstate 10 near 
North Main Street, on the 
south side of the freeway 
and west of North Main.

Regents chairman Mark 
Hall said the bid was above 
the appraised value of the 
property.

The purchaser was listed 
as Raecom Holdings, which 
is affiliated with Roger Els-
wick and the Community 
auto dealerships.

Hall said he expects the 
deal to be finalized soon. 

The property is part of a 
tract the college has owned 
for many years. It was pre-
viously declared to be sur-
plus property by the Board 
of Regents.

In relation to another 
recent property transac-
tion, Regent Mark Himsel 
reported that the college 
closed in December on the 
purchase of Texas Avenue 
property.

That property, at 650 
and 700 W. Texas Avenue, 
contains a loft apartment 
building the college plans 
to use for housing student 
athletes that currently live 
in apartments leased by the 
college.

College 
sells off 
land
Regents OK $2 mil 
bid for I-10 acreage

City council signs off on 
funding for two new trails
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