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Blair Waites, Intermediate EMT with Chambers County EMS, pre-screens vaccine recipients. On Saturday, Chambers 
County Public Health coordinated the administration of 340 COVID-19 vaccines in their first  drive through point of 
distribution since being designated as a COVID-19 Vaccine Hub by the Texas Department of State Health Services.

Chambers Co. Health administers 
COVID vaccines at drive-thru site

Shalanda Skinner-Cooper, RN BSN, 
with Chambers County Public Health, 
loads vaccine doses.

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The first round of generally 
available vaccinations in Cham-

bers County—for people in the 
Priority 1B group—were all re-

served in just over seven minutes 
one registration opened, Public In-

formation Officer Samantha Hum-

phrey said.
There were 340 doses available 

for the first round—with other dos-

es reserved for other events.
Once the county was designat-

ed as a hub, the calls came in fast. 
“We were receiving about 100 
phone calls per day from people all 
over the world,” Humphrey said. 

“We even had someone call from 
Mexico City, Mexico.”

Since the vaccines were provid-

ed through the state as part of the 
federal government’s vaccination 
program, anyone was eligible to 
register without a residency re-

quirement.
The county health department 

will post information on how to 
make appointments as more vac-

cine becomes available.
To make sure you get notified, 

sign up for the Chambers County 
emergency text notification sys-

tem, Chambers Warns, at www.
co.chambers.tx.us/page/chamber-
swarns.

Barbers Hill graduate files for school board seat 
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Eric Hernandez, a 2012 Bar-
bers Hill graduate, is running for 
a seat on his hometown’s school 
board. 

 “We need to make sure they 
are working in the best interest 
of all students. No elected of-
ficial is entitled to a seat. They 
have to earn it,” Hernandez said.

Hernandez filed to run for the 
No. 7 Position on the Barbers 
Hill ISD board. This puts him up 
against incumbent Fred Skinner, 
who has filed for re-election.

Hernandez said the school dis-

trict needs to acknowledge the 
increase of diversity in student 

population. “Em-

brace it and let it 
guide us toward 
new fronts,” he 
said. “It was like 
when I found my 
first gray hair. You 
either try to run 
and hide it from 

sight or just embrace it and ac-

cept it as part of the changes that 
are coming and make the best of 
it.”

Hernandez had some concerns 
over the district’s decision to en-

force a hair policy that resulted 
in a former student, DeAndre 
Arnold, refusing to cut his hair 
on grounds it interfered with his 

heritage and was discriminatory 
against Black students.

In August, a federal judge 
ruled the district must stop en-

forcing the policy. The district is 
appealing that ruling.

Despite this, Hernandez said 
he is not looking to shake things 
up. 

“I’m not looking to make pol-
icy changes. That is too aggres-

sive,” Hernandez said. “I have 
no intention to be that aggres-

sive. I believe in the vision of 
Barbers Hill, that why I had such 
excellent educational outcomes. 
But, I believe there needs to be a 
new perspective. We need some-

one from the outside that has not 

been a part of the status quo and 
recognizes policies and sees how 
they might affect others from 
different cultures and identities.”

Hernandez said the Barbers 
Hill district has grown over the 
years, which has led to more di-
versity. 

“We are attracting people 
left and right,” Hernandez said. 
“The Hispanic population has 
grown. When I was in school, it 
was single digits. Now it is over 
20%, according to government 
websites. I work in an Opportu-

nity Zone, where most families 
live in poverty or low-income. 
Achieving educational outcomes 
are not seen as an option, but 

when you go to Barbers Hill, it 
is basically everyone that goes 
there will be attending college 
in some way. There needs to be 
a new perspective. How can we 
make sure every student, regard-

less of income, has access to a 
free and public education that 
sets them up to be successful and 
every endeavor they pursue af-
terward.” 

The incumbent Skinner has 
served on the Barbers Hill board 
since 2007. 

“I am very aware the chances 
of winning are not very strong,” 
Hernandez said. “But at least 
I am putting in a valiant effort.  

HERNANDEZ

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

In three-quarters of a cen-

tury, a lot of positive things 
can happen. Such is the case 
with the United Way of the 
Greater Baytown Area and 
Chambers County, which 
began its fund-

raising efforts to 
help people in 
the community in 
1946.

Members of 
the local United 
Way hosted a vir-
tual celebration 
Thursday, going 
over past successes and 
looking ahead to the future. 

Melissa Reabold, the or-
ganization’s CEO, kicked 
things off by introducing 
Bethany Stinnett, coordi-
nator of resource develop-

ment, who went through 
a year-by-year history of 
the United Way as reported 
by The Baytown Sun and 
Humble Bee. Library Di-
rector Jamie Eustace, and 
Reference Librarian Cherie 
Morgan at Sterling Munici-
pal Library, with Kathy Jae-

ger’s help, put the presenta-

tion together.  
In the 1940s, people do-

nated to the Communi-
ty Chest using the phrase 
“United Fund.” 

“They really wanted to 
emphasize how fun it was 
to fundraise all of these im-

portant programs and initia-

tives and not leave anyone 
out or overlooked,” Stinnett 
said. 

The clippings showed 
how the organization 
reached its goal each year 
and even went over the top 
at times. 

Nick Woolery, assistant 
city manager and current 
Baytown United Way board 
of directors’ chair said since 
1946, a total of $83.4 mil-
lion was donated to the local 
United Way..

The campaign involved 
different sectors of local 
companies meeting quotas 
for the campaign fundrais-

ing. The Clean Sweep Cam-

paign was another massive 
hit, with companies like 
Humble Oil contributing 
large amounts. Civic clubs 
such as the Lions Club, Ki-
wanis Club, and the Rotary 
Club did their part as well. 

Moving into the 1970s, 
companies including Enjay 

Chemical Company, Esso, 
and Gulf Oil began to par-
ticipate. Around 1973, the 
United Way created the fa-

mous hand logo. 
In 1979, the Community 

Chest name gave way to the 
“United Way.” By the 1980s, 
Brown and Root became 

involved, and 
Chevron Phil-
lips Chemical 
also showed up. 
The famous ther-
mometer show-

ing the progress 
of donations 
came around in 
the mid-1980s 

thanks to ExxonMobil. 
In 2013, the organiza-

tion expanded to Chambers 
County and changed its 
name to the “United Way 
of Greater Baytown and 
Chambers County.” 

In 2017, the organiza-

tion responded to victims 
of Hurricane Harvey, re-

building 88 homes. Be Well 
Baytown joined not long af-
ter, and this past year, they 
combated COVID-19 with 
masks and virtual meetings 
but kept focused on the goal. 

Proclamations from 
Chambers County Judge 
Jimmy Sylvia and Baytown 
Mayor Brandon Capetil-
lo were read. B.J. Simon, 
Baytown/West Chambers 
County Economic Devel-
opment Foundation associ-
ate executive director, said 
the organization’s focus on 
early childhood education, 
Kindergarten Readiness, 
was a huge part of its com-

munity impact model.
“It is important to men-

tion that effort, and the hu-

man development, human 
capital, workforce develop-

ment, and pre-K education 
are areas of interest for the 
Foundation,” Simon said. 
“The experience continues 
to be fruitful and gratify-

ing, and it was a pleasure to 
serve on the (United Way) 
board for some years.”

Looking ahead, Lori 
Rumfield of UWGBCC said 
her team has talked with 
over 100 participants get-
ting feedback is also putting 
together a Vision Council 
that includes experts in key 
areas. 

“We are reaching out to 
the leaders and knowledge-

able people that have 

United Way marks 
75 years of service
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Mont Belvieu’s new City Hall, 
envisioned as the centerpiece of a 
new city center development, was 
approved by council Monday, at a 
maximum price of $15.2 million.

The city initially planned to re-

ceive bids for the new City Hall in 
the summer, with the building locat-

ed southeast of the current munici-
pal complex but changed course af-
ter negotiations began for building 
a master-planned community that 
would place a pedestrian-friendly 
city center north and west of the 
current complex.

Under the plan, the new city hall 
will be at the northwest end of a 
large lawn area, opposite the cur-
rent City Hall. The current fire and 

EMS station will be relocated.
The lawn will be used for com-

munity events. Food and retail es-

tablishments are also planned for 
the surrounding area, creating a 
small-town downtown feel.

Most city departments will be in 
the new building, with the ground 
floor devoted to departments  

Development to center around City Hall
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