
FREE

THURSDAY

September 29, 

2022

Baytown 

Sun

Extra 

Pictured from left: Karla Opryshek, Kay Sosa, Sheila McDonald, Marcos 

Andrade, Lori Kirk, Mike Kirk, Dylan Menard, Carmen Parris, Christine 

DiCosimo and Sandy Watson 

On Wednesday, a ribbon-cutting ceremony was held to welcome West Chambers 
Hearing Center to the Baytown Chamber of Commerce. West Chambers is a 
locally owned and operated office that can perform hearing assessments and ear 
cleanings. 

Lori Kirk sees patients from a homey, well-decorated location at 14006 
Little River Drive. To make an appointment call 832-909-1649 or visit 
westchambershearing.com.

Baytown Chamber celebrates

West Chambers Hearing Center

Chambers Commissioners 

talk Justice Center plans
BY DARLENE MCPHERSON

Architects for the proposed Chambers 
County Justice Center and the Women’s 
Detention Center in Anahuac presented 
updates to the public at the Tuesday Sept. 
20 Commissioners Court meeting.

There is no formal budget for the Justice 
Center which is being planned to be lo-
cated north of the existing courthouse and 
historical buildings. But Commissioner 
Jimmy Gore said that $100 million has 
been the “working” budget amount.

HO+K representatives said they do not 
have a budget number but stated they 
would work to $100 million if that is the 
budget. The construction of the Justice 
Center is being funded through a “Public, 
Private Partnership” or ‘P3’.

In the P3 scenario, the P3 partnership 
will own the building and the county will 
lease the building for a period – probably 
30 years. The yearly lease amount could 
be from $30,000 to $70,000.

The county has been unsuccessful more 
than once in obtaining adequate P3 quotes. 
At the time of the last public discussion 
the county was preparing to issue another 
request for quotation for a P3.

The Women’s Detention Center has 
stalled due to bid amounts received by the 
county being double the expected amount. 
The projected cost was $1.6 million. Bids 
came in at $3.6 million

Several reasons for the elevated costs 
were given.

Among them, the building the county 
purchased to renovate into a detention fa-
cility did not have air conditioning/heat-
ing in most of the building; the floor is a 
reinforced concrete floor which is not con-
ducive to construction of in-floor utilities 
as required for a jail; and, the building has 
large roll-up doors.

These items may have been considered 
before purchasing the building from a 
county employee, but at this point it does 
not appear so. 

Rather than abandon the building and 
consider other options, HO+K architects 
are proposing value engineering to bring 
the costs down. The cost saving mentioned 
was to eliminate the concrete driveways 
and use gravel. HO+K is meeting with the 
jail commission to find other cost savings.

HO+K presented renderings of the pro-
posed exterior of the Justice Center and a 
basic floor/site plan with parking. Wash-
ington Street is eliminated, and the build-
ing has zero tolerance at Bolivar Street. 
The new building will be located north 
of the existing courthouse and historical 
buildings. 

HO+K is presenting to the City of Ana-
huac and Chambers County for variances 
and code guidelines. So far, both the City 
of Anahuac and Chambers County have 
been eager to assist in the process.

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Small businesses showed of their 
wares and services at the Small 
Business Expo at the West Cham-
bers County Chamber of Commerce 
meeting Tuesday, then a Galveston 
businessman who became a small 
business success story shared some 
of his insights with Chamber mem-
bers. Dennis Byrd went from busing 
tables at the popular Seawall restau-
rant, The Spot, to owning it and now 
branching out to other business ven-
tures.

Byrd said he started out working 
at The Spot to earn money to attend 
Louisiana State University. He con-
tinued working there through his col-
lege years, taking Tuesday-Thursday 
classes so he could return to Galves-
ton to work Friday-Monday.

After graduation, he worked out 
a lease agreement with the former 
owner that allowed an option to buy 
the business, making his first rent 
payment with student loan money.

“I often tell people that there are 
only fourteen hundred and forty 
minutes in the day and you never 
get one back once a minute has ex-
pired,” he said.

When he bought the business, it 
was not doing well. “At the time, 
The Spot was losing $1,000 a day,” 
Byrd said.

“We took it from a $365,000 defi-
cit in the 12 months before my own-
ership to break-even in the first year. 
I worked the next four-and-a-half 
years without taking a day off. For 
seven years I lived above the restau-
rant. I invested every dollar of profit 
to improve the property and product 
to serve our guests better,” he said.

He said that during his first de-
cade, only one person believed he 
would succeed, and that was him.

He has expanded it into a din-
ing and entertainment destination, 
opened two beachfront hotels, and 
is developing a restaurant in League 
City.

Key to success was relating to 
other people. “I learned to treat ev-
eryone with dignity and respect, and 

I instilled this in my management 
teams,” Byrd said. “I often ask my 
hourly team members if the manag-
ers are leading with compassion and 
treating them with respect.”

“One thing that has remained con-
stant in my career is that I lead my 
company with compassion and care 

for my team, guests and communi-
ty,” he said.

He said he has developed a reputa-
tion during hurricanes for being the 
last to close and the first to reopen — 
not for profitability, but to provide a 
sense of normalcy.

“We’re a small business that gen-
uinely cares about our team and we 
offer a wage and a culture to prove 
it,” he said. “We offer a $15 mini-
mum wage, 401(k), comprehensive 
healthcare, and everyone is paid 
weekly. Doing this can be costly for 
any small business. However, for us 
it has resulted in many team mem-
bers spending an entire career for 
us.”

“We’re all small business owners, 
and our job is to lead our teams to 
success,” he said. “We all, as small 
business owners, face personal and 
business challenges. How we re-
spond to these challenges is what 
defines us.”

Brothers Who Do Gutters, just one of the many vendor booths at the West Chambers 
County Chamber of Commerce Small Business Expo at Houston Raceway Park’s 
Tower Club.  Pictured from left are: Joel Hernandez, Nanci Sandoval, Marcus Britton 
and Farmers Insurance’ Sofia Castelan. Baytown Sun photos by Carol Skewes

Small Business Expo
WEST CHAMBERS COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P&Z recommends 
approval of four 
rezoning requests

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Planning and Zoning Commission signed off on 
four rezoning requests, after holding a public hearing for 
them. 

Council will now take up each request at a future meet-
ing, according to Tracey Wheeler, P&Z commissioner. 

The first hearing concerned a request from applicant 
Dustin Woodyard who is asking to rezone about 49.87 
acres at 5814 North State Highway 146. The rezoning 
request is to change it from Open Space/Recreation and 
General Commercial to Light Industrial. 

Trevor Harlow, a Planner II, said the rezoning is hap-
pening concurrently with an annexation that includes 
most of the property and an additional tract of land lo-
cated to the property’s north. Harlow added the proposed 
rezoning and annexation are to pave the way for new in-
dustrial development consisting of two cross-dock ware-
houses measuring 751,800 square feet.

Part of the nearly 50 acres is within Baytown’s city lim-
its and is zoned for GC. The remainder lies within the 
Extra Territorial Jurisdiction and is not zoned. 

Adding industrial development in the area could in-
crease traffic congestion, Harlow said. However, with 
future land use expectations, a thoroughfare plan and pro-
jected traffic capacity of the area, they are not expecting 
any adverse effects. 

A 50-foot vegetative buffer is also expected to be in-
stalled so nearby neighborhoods would be shielded from 
the industrial developments. The two cross docks would 
be constructed along with a parking lot garage and two 
detention facilities totaling 226,864 square feet. The buf-
fer would also line the entirety of the western and south-
ern edges of the development, including the length of 
North State Highway 146 and FM 1405. A current vacant 
space to the north will act as a buffer to residential neigh-
borhoods. 

Lamyaa Salem, a city planner, spoke to the P&Z board 
about a rezoning request for 2.2 acres at 706 East Cedar 
Bayou Lynchburg Road. The applicant, Jennifer Montes, 
is asking to rezone the property from Open Space/Rec-
reation to a Neighborhood Serving Commercial Zoning 
District. Residential structures used for office space sur-
round the area. 

Montes is a State Farm insurance agent and wants to 
use the home as an office for her business. The home was 
recently remodeled for commercial and office use. She 
also wishes to enhance the property’s landscaping in the 
front yard and add parking spaces to accommodate em-
ployees and customers. 

Entrepreneur Dennis ByrdSEE REZONING • PAGE 2
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