
H I B A C H I
GRILL & BUFFET

Celebrating 9 Year Anniversary
HAPPY HOUR!

Senior Citizens 60+ $7.45

Mon-Thurs • 2-5 pm 3703 Garth Road, Baytown • 281-838-8168

One child w/adult, child under 8 years old Eats Free

• Juanita Christine 
Mullins

• Jose Felix Cerino-
Lopez

• Patricia Ann 
(Sammons) Sheats

• Staff Sgt. (Ret.) Cyrus 
Mark Fleming

• Billy (Red Feather) 
Smith
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A few showers • Page 2

But when it pleased God, 
who separated me from 
my mother’s womb, and 
called me by His grace.   
                        – Galatians 1:15

His Grace is sufficient! Be 
encouraged!                 – SH

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES

High

75
Low

65

WEATHER
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One-sided affair
North Shore takes 68-
36 win over Sterling
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BaytownSun
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@thebaytownsun
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SUNNEWS

COMING THURSDAY

United Way to host first 
of several Community 

Conversations for 
public input

Photo by Carrie Pryor-Newman

Members of the Goose Creek CISD board have signed up to participate in the It’s Time Texas Community Challenge. 
Each time the board members perform a healthy action, such as exercise, drink water or just eat healthy, they visit 
the challenge’s website, and document it. Pictured, from left, Tiffany Guy, Agustin Loredo III, Howard Sampson, Ben 
Pape, Richard Clem, Shae Cottar, Superintendent Randal O’Brien, and Jessica Woods.  

School board joins health quest

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Members of the Goose Creek 
CISD board announced they are 
joining up with the It’s Time Texas 
Community Challenge in a move to 
make the City of Baytown a health-
ier place. 

Matt Bolinger, Goose Creek’s ex-
ecutive director of Strategic Plan-
ning and Innovation, explained the 
challenge is promoted by H.E.B. 
Grocery, sponsored by ExxonMobil 
and has its foundation with Be Well 
Baytown, the health collaborative 
that is encouraging participation in 
the challenge. 

“Our school district is one of 
the key organizations in the com-
munity that is leading this work,” 
Bolinger said. “Our goal is to pro-

vide strategies and generate posi-
tive, long-lasting changes in peo-
ple’s lives.”

Bolinger said this is the district’s 
third year to participate. 

“We are requesting your support 
and leadership not only as school 
board members but also as commu-
nity leaders who are dedicated to 
our mission statement of develop-
ing the whole child,” Bolinger said. 
“We believe that mission statement 
extends to nutrition and physical 
activity and a healthy lifestyle.”

Priscilla Garza, the district’s co-
ordinator of healthy community 
schools, said the challenge began 
Jan. 6 and ends March 1. 

“You can sign up on behalf of 
your city and the school district to 
earn points for your community for 
every healthy action you submit,” 

Garza said.  
Garza explained there are cate-

gories in the challenge throughout 
the state. This includes metropoli-
tan-sized cities, large cities, mid-
size cities, small cities or extra 
small cities with a tiny population 
size. It also includes categories for 
school districts. If anyone earns 
first place in the respective catego-
ry, they will receive a cash prize for 
a health-related initiative. 

Anyone signing up can perform 
a healthy action such as using ex-
ercise equipment, eating a healthy 
lunch or breakfast, eating a salad 
with lunch, body sculpting, drink-
ing water, walking, or something 
health-related. Points are earned 
and added up March 1. 

City of Baytown stands 4th in ‘It’s Time Texas Community Challenge’

Filing 
period 
begins
Three elections 
slated for May in 
Chambers County 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Today is the first day to 
file to be on the ballot for 
the May 2 General Elec-
tion. Locally, Barbers Hill 
ISD, City of Anahuac and 
the City of Mont Belvieu 
will have elections.

Other local communi-
ties do not have elections 
scheduled for their gov-
erning bodies, but may 
call elections if they have a 
bond issue, referendum or 
other need.

The May election is dis-
tinct from the March 3 
Primary Election, which 
can cause confusion since 
the two campaign periods 
overlap.

Two Barbers Hill ISD 
Trustees have terms ending 
in May: George Barrera in 
Position 3 and Clint Pipes 
in Position 4.

For the City of Mont 
Belvieu, the terms ending 
in May are Mayor Nick 
Dixon, Position 1 Council 
Member Mike Pomykal 
and Position 2 Council 
Member Ricky Shelton.

In Anahuac, the two 
terms ending are Position 4, 
Deidre Crews and Position 
5 Danny Thompson.

Filing is open through 
Feb. 14 for both incum-
bents seeking re-election 
and citizens who wish to 
challenge them.

Filing requirements for 
all of the bodies are avail-
able at each one’s main 
administration building or, 
for Barbers Hill and Mont 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

In a move to have billing for emer-
gency services in place once Chambers 
County takes over the Anahuac and Trin-
ity Bay EMS, the commissioners court 
approved a $41,000 contract with Emer-
gicon for billing services. 

Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy Combs said 
Emergicon would make the process more 
efficient. 

“Currently, the different entities all 
have contracts with different companies 
to do the billing,” Combs said. “So, this 

is consolidating all that into one compa-
ny to help the efficiency of it. It is noth-
ing new. It is just replacing and renewing 
the billing systems.”

The county commissioners had previ-
ously hired the research firm, Fitch & As-
sociates, to perform a feasibility study on 
providing countywide emergency med-
ical services. After hearing the results 
of the study, the county commissioners 
decided to take over the EMS operations 
for Anahuac and Trinity Bay. Both had 
previously made a request to be placed 

Court awards contract for 
new EMS billing services
Chambers Co. takeover to be completed by March

Harris County officials urge 
governor to accept refugees

BY JOHN L. MONE 
The Associated Press

Officials in Harris County, one of the biggest hubs 
for immigrants in the nation, on Tuesday urged Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott to reverse his decision to reject new 
refugees in the state.

Abbott announced last week that Texas would no 
longer accept the resettlement of new refugees, making 
it the first state known to have done so under an execu-
tive order issued by President Donald Trump.

Texas has historically led the U.S. in refugee reset-
tlement, and Abbott argued that the state “has carried 
more than its share in assisting the refugee resettlement 
process.” Local officials have criticized Abbott, as 
have the state’s Catholic bishops, who called his deci-
sion “deeply discouraging and disheartening.” Abbott 
is Catholic.

Landowner elects to appeal P&Z ruling 
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

A landowner has decided to ap-
peal the Baytown Planning and 
Zoning Commission’s decision 
to turn down a request to rezone 
58.7 acres at the southwest cor-
ner of Interstate 10 and Sjolander 
Road to light industrial.

Ratcliff Development wants 
to construct about a dozen free-
standing 15,000-square-foot 
warehouses on the property. To 

do this, the company has request-
ed the land to be rezoned from 
open space/recreation to light in-
dustrial. The City of Baytown’s 
Future Land Use Plan’s business 
park designation supports this 
type of construction. 

However, several citizens liv-
ing near the area do not want the 
property to be rezoned. Speakers 
at the Dec. 17 P&Z meeting em-
phasized their point by bringing 
a petition with nearly 1,000 sig-
natures opposing the rezoning. 

Now, Ratcliff Development 
has appealed the P&Z decision’s 
not to rezone to light industrial 
to council.  The appeal will be 
heard at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 23 by 
council at city hall.

Residents living near the prop-
erty say their feelings have not 
changed.  

“It would negatively impact 
the residents around that area 
and also impact the image of the 
city,” Thomas Parent, a Hunters 
Way resident, said. “It also takes 

the potential for what can be 
done on the I-10 corridor.”

Parent said citizens will show 
up at council to voice their opin-
ions on the rezoning appeal. 

“I expect quite a few people 
to show up. I hope city council 
listens to the people and declines 
rezoning,” Parent said. 

Parent claims the developer 
has gone back and forth on some 
of the designs.

“First, they talk about not put-
ting traffic on Sjolander, and then 

Ratcliff Development requesting rezoning of property amidst resident opposition What Is Happening?
WHAT: Ratcliff Development will 
appeal a rezoning request to the 
Baytown City Council.
WHEN: Jan. 23 at City Hall

at the meeting they talked about 
putting traffic on Sjolander,” Par-
ent said. “They have been incon-
sistent with what they plan to do 
on the property.”

Parent said even if Ratcliff De-
velopment were to comply with 
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