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• Mariana Estrada
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Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send? And who 
will go for us?” And I said, 
“Here am I. Send me!”   
           — Isaiah 6:8

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES
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Top skill sets
Three area athletes 
excel at state Ninja 
Warrior competition

High

94
Low

79

WEATHER
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Welcome back
Rotary Club of Baytown 
hosts missionary couple
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Weekly dining 
tour stops at 
J&J’s Asian Cafe
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Barry brews offshore

AP photo by Terrian Jones

Terrian Jones reacts as she feels something moving in the water at her feet as she carries Drew and Chance Fur-
lough to their mother on Belfast Street in New Orleans during flooding from a storm in the Gulf Mexico that dumped 
lots of rain Wednesday. Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards has declared a state of emergency in anticipation of tropical 
weather that could dump as much as 15 inches of rain in the state over the coming days.

Locals prep for 
tropical storm

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

MONT BELVIEU — A Mont Belvieu mas-
sage business was shut down by the city 
Wednesday, the day after two women working 
there were charged with prostitution.

Brian Ligon, communication and marketing 
director for the City of Mont Belvieu, said in-
vestigation of the business in a shopping center 
in the 9500 block of Highway 146 started after 

other businesses in the center reported suspi-
cious activity.

Mont Belvieu night shift police officers then 
began watching the business, he said. “Things 
seemed to stay open very late. Lights were on 
well after the rest of the center was closed — 
things of that nature.”

At that time, he said, “The determination was 
made to ask Baytown Police Department 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

One man was arrested and another is wanted in 
connection to the Saturday shooting of a 16-year-old 
Baytown resident.

The 16-year-old was taken to the hospital about 2 
p.m. Saturday with multiple gunshot wounds to the 
abdomen and upper left arm. He has since being re-
leased from the hospital.

Baytown police seek 
man who shot teen

ELROD
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O’care 
fight

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

As a three-judge panel 
from the U.S. 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New 
Orleans considers the fate 
of the Affordable Care 
Act — ‘Obamacare’ — the 
deciding vote could well 
come down to a Baytown 
native, Judge Jennifer 
Walker Elrod.

Elrod was 
named to the 
5th Circuit 
Court by Presi-
dent George W. 
Bush in 2008.

She graduat-
ed from Ross 
S. Sterling High 
School in 1984 before at-
tending Baylor University 
and Harvard Law School.

She worked for the pres-
tigious Baker Botts law 
firm in Houston before be-
ing appointed by Gov. Rick 
Perry to fill a vacant seat 
on the 190th Civil District 
Court in Houston in 2002. 
She was then elected to the 
position.

A Baytown Sun article 
from 2008 quoted Elrod as 
having said being a judge 
was a life-long goal.

“I wanted to be a judge 
since the fourth grade,” she 
said.

Elrod said while she at-
tended James Bowie Ele-
mentary School she wrote 
an essay about becoming 
the first female U.S. Su-
preme Court justice.

On Tuesday, attorneys 
defending the Affordable 
Care Act faced sharp ques-
tions in New Orleans from 
Elrod about whether elimi-
nating the act’s penalty for 

Judge from 
Baytown on panel 
weighing case

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Emergency management officials and meteorolo-
gist are keeping a close eye on a storm system that has 
formed in the Gulf of Mexico, which could become 
the second named storm of the 2019 Atlantic hurri-
cane season. 

Forecasters said the weather disturbance is expect-
ed to become a tropical depression by this morning; a 
tropical storm by tonight and a hurricane on Friday.

Forecasters said parts of the central Gulf Coast could 
see a total of up to 12 inches of rain, with up to 18 
inches in isolated areas. The center on Wednesday be-
gan issuing advisories about the weather system, even 
though it hasn’t yet become a named storm. Forecast-
ers are calling it “Potential Tropical Cyclone Two.”

BY CHEVEL JOHNSON AND JANET MCCONNAUGHEY
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — A storm swamped New Or-
leans streets and paralyzed traffic Wednesday as 
concerns grew that even worse weather was on the 
way: a possible hurricane that could strike the Gulf 
Coast and raise the Mississippi River to the brim of 
the city’s protective levees.

The storm was associated with an atmospheric dis-
turbance in the Gulf that forecasters said was on track 
to strengthen into a hurricane by the weekend. The 
National Hurricane Center expected the system to be-
come a tropical depression by this morning, a tropical 
storm by tonight and a hurricane on Friday.

Lines of thunderstorms ranged far out into the Gulf 
and battered New Orleans, where as much as 8

Uncertainties loom for weekend

Rainfall swamps 

New Orleans
8 inches dumped on city in 3 hours

Harris County speeding up drainage work

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County commissioners 
voted Tuesday to speed up work 
on 86 drainage projects across 
the county, cutting more than 18 
months off of the estimated com-
pletion dates.

This means that projects pre-
viously set for completion after 
the 2024 hurricane season could 
be finished before the start of the 
2023 season.

Several of these projects are 
in the Baytown, Highlands and 
Crosby areas.

“We know flooding can hit us at 
any time, but getting these proj-
ects done in advance of not just 

one but two hurricane seasons 
could protect thousands of homes 
outside the floodplain,” County 
Judge Lina Hidalgo said.

Hidalgo said that every subdi-
vision in unincorporated areas of 
the country that flooded during 
Hurricane Harvey despite being 
outside the floodplain were ex-
amined. “There were 105 of those 
subdivisions with a total of almost 
10,000 homes,” Hidalgo said.

Those homes flooded not be-
cause of rising water in bayous, 
but because of inadequate drain-
age that kept rainwater from 
reaching the bayous.

To speed up the projects, Hidal-
go said the county will advance 
money for the design of the proj-

ects rather than wait to access fed-
eral funds before starting.

In a related action, commission-
ers also approved new water de-
tention requirements for unincor-
porated areas of the county.

“Everyone is downstream from 
some development or planned de-
velopment,” she said. “The new 
detention requirements will help 
protect against that. They will re-
quire developers to build enough 
detention to offset possible flood-
ing impacts on downstream com-
munities.”

One project is in the Baytown 
area: 

• Cedar Bayou Park East and 
West (66 of the 167 structures 
within the project boundary flood-

ed during Harvey)

Two projects are in the High-

lands area:

• Creel Country Estates (20 of 

the 137 structures flooded)
• Highland Ridge and Highland 

Estates (27 of the 40 structures 

flooded)
Four projects are in the Crosby 

area:

• Crosby Township/MUD (22 

of the 91 structures flooded)
• Barrett Station (Dreamland 

Place - 21 of the 231 structures 

flooded)
• Barrett Station (Barrett Settle-

ment and St. Charles Place - 13 of 

the 472 structures flooded)
• Apache Land (34 of the 49 

structures flooded).

Commissioners cut 18 months off  86 flood control bond projects

MBPD: Massage parlor with 
side benefits closes after raid
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