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Big expectations
Texas hires women’s 
coach with Gander ties
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Quarantine schooling

Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic and its negative effects 
on the economy, The Baytown 
Sun is cutting two editions from 
its publishing frequency.

Beginning today, The Sun will 
print and deliver copies only on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and an ex-
panded “Weekend Edition” de-
livered on Saturday mornings.

We do not take these actions 
lightly. Our goal is to ensure we 

weather the difficult days ahead 
and emerge stronger together 
with opportunities to grow our 
business when the pandemic 
passes.

We truly hope the reduction in 
frequency is temporary, but The 
Sun might not return to five-day 
printing immediately after the 
crisis abides. As we are able, we 

Homeschooling vets share advice

Note from the Publisher

Sun cutting 2 editions

CAROL 

SKEWES

• Miriam Agnes Kelly
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BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES

Like our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/
BaytownSun

Follow us on Twitter: 
@thebaytownsun

CONNECT

WEATHER

P.M. T-storms • Page 2

High

86
Low

65

By which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached 
unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain!    
            – 1 Corinthians 15:2

Paul urges us not to 
forget what we as blood 
believer know and 
believe! Never forget. A 
Resurrected Savior. Be 
encouraged!    – SH

BIDEN VS. TRUMP: GENERAL ELECTION SET PAGE 3

IN E-EDITION
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Full steam ahead
for Baytown industrial park

FDA greenlights
virus therapy

for Houston Methodist patient

ExxonMobil
joins face masks 
initiative

Christina Ferrer teaches a science class for home school students at the Mont Belvieu Library during the 2018-19 
school year. (photo by Jennifer Adams)

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

With the COVID-19 pandem-
ic having pushed Baytown-area 
students into their homes to learn 
what normally would be taught in 
schools, many parents are being 
thrust into taking a role as scholas-
tic teacher.

For many who never earned a 
degree or took even a class in ed-
ucation, building a teacher-student 
relationship with one’s child is a 
whole new ballgame.

Jennifer Adams, president of 
Baytown Area Homeschoolers, 
said that it all starts with a little 
faith and from there, healthy doses 
of strategy.

The main thing is to make sure 
you are praying and keeping your 
eyes on God,” she said. “Of course, 
make sure you are following along 
with the recommended lesson plan 
from your children’s teachers.”

Adams offered seven key tips for 
parents to use during the long haul 
if in fact, students are kept home for 
much longer than the hoped-for re-

turn in May.
Adams emphasizes a need to 

supplement the schoolwork with 
other areas of study that is tailored 
toward the child’s likes in order to 
build a learning momentum.

Also, continual engagement 
in other areas keep the students’ 
thought process firing.

Go with the flow  
“Things don’t always go as 

planned, so be flexible,” Adams 
said. “Understand that it’s okay, 
and that you are not failing at this 
if plans aren’t going as you thought 
they should’ve gone. Your children 
will learn, and they’ll be OK. A lit-
tle chaos is not unheard of.” 

Learn together
“Make sure that your children 

know that you are doing the best 
you can with a situation you didn’t 
particularly plan on,” Adams said. 
“This is new for your kiddos, but 
it’s also new for you. So, learn to-
gether, and make learning fun. Find 
out what interests your children, 
and research that. Pick something 
new every week to delve into. Have 
them write stuff about it, draw 

about it, watch a documentary on it, 
etc.”

Get crafty
“Is there something that your 

children have been wanting to do or 
learn, and simply never got around 
to doing it because of lack of time?” 
Adams said. “Now is the perfect 
opportunity to learn a new craft. Do 
you have a sewing machine that’s 
lying around? How about anything 
crafty in relation to yarn? Baking 
cookies?”

Games
“Pull out those board games that 

have maybe been collecting dust 
for a while,” Adams said. “Those 
dominoes or card games that may 
be shoved deep in a drawer some-
where. Have some friendly com-
petition. Maybe the winner gets to 
choose dinner for the night, or the 
next night if your dinner is already 
planned for the current night. May-
be parents can learn how to play a 
video game that their children love 
and play together.”

Movie nights
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County Judge Lina Hi-
dalgo shared both warnings and 
cautious optimism in a Wednes-
day press conference in which 
she announced that seven addi-
tional county residents from out-
side the city of Houston had died 
from the coronavirus.

She also said she spoke with 
both Gov. Greg Abbott and feder-
al officials Wednesday about their 
concerns that the Houston area 

could become the nation’s next 
hot spot for the pandemic.

Only two counties in the coun-
try—Los Angeles County and 
Cook County (Chicago)—have 
a greater population than Harris 
County and only three cities have 
a larger population than Hous-
ton—New York, Los Angeles and 
Chicago.

So far, Harris County has not 
been affected to the degree those 
larger communities have, she 
said, but the rate of growth in 

Impact 
on pits

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Providing a video update 
on both the San Jacinto 
River and Jones Road Su-
perfund sites, Jacquelyn 
Young-Medcalf, Texas 
Health and Environment 
Alliance executive direc-
tor, said work continues on 
both despite the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“As someone that is reg-
ularly concerned about the 
contaminants in our envi-
ronment, I have wondered 
what is going on in our 
world today and how it is 
impacting the cleanup of 
the superfund sites in our 
area,” Young-Medcalf said. 

For the San Jacinto River 
Waste Pits, Young-Medcalf 
said she was concerned 
about the ability of con-
struction crews to work 
on the site as well as the 
engineering firm and the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s ability to work on 
the design phase to remedi-
ate the waste pits. 

“We critically need this 
to move forward to get to 
construction sooner rather 
than later,” she said. 

Young-Medcalf said 
within the last few weeks, 
she has been in commu-
nication with the regional 
project manager for the 
waste pits.

“I asked him how this is 
impacting the current work 
going on at the site and how 
this impacts work on the 
remedial design?” she said. 
“The remedial project man-
ager let me know the crews 
are able to continue to work 
on site. They are currently 
making repairs from dam-
age that occurred from 
(Tropical Storm) Imelda.”

Watchdog: Work 
at Superfund site  
continuing

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The number of COVID-19 
cases in Chambers County has 
risen to 22.

Ryan Holzaepfel, Chambers 
County fire marshal, updated the 
dashboard created by the county 
and the City of Mont Belvieu at 
5 p.m. Wednesday to show the 
county’s confirmed cases had 
gone up from 19 the previous 
day to 22. 

The new cases were reported 
to be in mid-county, which was 

four Wednesday. West Chambers 
remained at 12 while the eastern 
part of the county stayed at three 
cases.

According to the dashboard’s 
numbers, a total of 242 people 
had been tested with six recov-
eries and no deaths. None are re-
ported to be hospitalized.

The percentage of men in the 
county listed as a confirmed case 
is 40.91%, while the women’s 
percentage is 59.09%.

To visit the dashboard, log 

Harris Co. harbors 
hot spot concerns

Chambers Co. virus 
numbers rise to 22
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Mayor: State hopeful on   
social-distancing impact

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Baytown Mayor Brandon Capetillo said 
a conference call Tuesday between Gov. 
Greg Abbott and mayors from across the 
state left an impression of cautious opti-
mism that, if social distancing efforts con-
tinue, Texas may have a much better out-
come than other states and countries have 

had with the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Both infections and 
deaths continue to trend 
upward, he said, but the lat-
est projections suggest the 
peak may be less extreme 
than earlier
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