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Ah, Sovereign Lord, 
you have made the 
heavens and the earth 
by your great power 
and outstretched arm. 
Nothing is too hard for 
you. — Jeremiah 32:17
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New Rebel
Lee College volleyball 
coach ready to compete
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Weekly dining 
tour makes stop 
at Rooster’s

HOTSPOTS

Patient & family 
council works to 
improve care

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Heather Hawthorne, who has worked as the 
county clerk in Chambers County for the past 
12 years, has been chosen as the County Clerk 
of the Year for the State of Texas for 2017-
2018. 

The County and District Clerks Association 
of Texas recently presented the award to Haw-
thorne. 

“I am truly humbled and honored to be 
chosen by my peers,” Hawthorne said. “My 
association has helped me to become a better 

clerk through continuing education, network-
ing and a sense of family. I enjoy what I do 
and have a great staff to work with.”

County Judge Jimmy Sylvia expressed his 
jubilation upon hearing Hawthorne won the 
award.

“I have worked with several county clerks 
in my 21 years as county judge, and Heather 
Hawthorne is a hard-working elected leader 
not only for the citizens of Chambers County 
but statewide as acknowledged by this presti-
gious award,” Sylvia said. “Our county clerk’s 
office is second to none.”

Hawthorne serves as the clerk for all courts 

Sylvia presides over including juvenile, pro-
bate, criminal and commissioners court.

Bandera County District Clerk Tammy 
Kneuper, past president of the association, 
had kind words for Hawthorne, who she has 
known since January 2007. 

“She was easy to get to know and never met 
a stranger,” Kneuper said. “She always made 
you feel a part of her circle no matter who you 
were.  I served with Heather on the executive 
board of the association for four years, and no 
matter the situation her enthusiasm, eagerness 

Submitted photo

Heather Hawthorne is the Texas 
County Clerk of the Year. 

Chambers Co. clerk wins top award

We all scream for ice cream

Baytown Sun photo by Preslie Cox

Noah Conaway, 6, and Colton Till, 5, eat ice cream together Wednesday afternoon at Sabor of Mexico.

Baytown Sun photo by Preslie Cox

The Stargazers campers sit together Wednesday at the Eddie V. Gray Wetlands Center 
before crabbing off of the pier. The Stargazers are the 7th-10th graders group and most 
have been attending the camp since they were 7-years-old.

A summer tradition 

Issues 
at the 
pits

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Just a week before the 
San Jacinto River Coali-
tion’s monthly meeting 
Tuesday, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
announced damaged was 
found out at the San Jacinto 
River Waste pits again and 
the EPA administrator, who 
approved the removal of 
the pits, was resigning. 

Both revelations were 
topics of discussion at the 
coalition meeting, but the 
recent damage at the pits 
was more poignant to the 
residents of Highlands 
and Channelview, as 22 
small sampling areas con-
firmed the protective cap 
was absent and the under-
lying waste material was 
exposed. The samples also 
indicated dioxins levels 
were up to 6,500 parts per 
trillion.   

“For many years we 
thought that the highest 
concentration at that site, 
at the northern pits, was 
(36,000) parts per trillion. 
Then Hurricane Harvey 
happened, and the EPA’s 
dive team went down and 
found a spot over 70,000 
parts per trillion, nearly 
two times the toxicity we 
had thought was the high-
est there for many years,” 
Jacquelyn Young, director 
of Texas Health and Envi-
ronmental Alliance, said. 
“ And now the dive team 
finds just over 60,000 parts 
per trillion. So this is of 
great concern.” 

When the EPA made the 
announcement, they added 

Damage, resignation 
discussed at meeting
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Rain barrels take 
center stage Saturday

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Conserve water and protect Galveston Bay. 
Those are the goals the Galveston Bay Foundation 

hopes to accomplish with its Rain Barrel Workshop 
Saturday. 

The nonprofit is offering the class at the Eddie V. 
Wetlands Education and Recreation Center, 1724 Mar-
ket Street. The workshop cost $35, and pre-registration 
is required. The deadline is 11 a.m. today. 

Doors will open at 9:30 a.m. and the workshop will 
commence at 10 a.m. 

“We use this as an opportunity to educate the public 
about what GBF does, but also why Galveston Bay is 
important, why we need to act to preserve it and protect 
it. We then teach people why it’s important to conserve 
water and then other ways they can help Galveston Bay 
in their own homes,” Kaitlin Grable, GBF water 

SEE RAIN  • PAGE 3

City focusing on economic growth

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

In a move to help growth and de-
velopment on Massey Tompkins, 
Baytown council is holding a public 
hearing on changing zoning desig-
nations in its 2025 Comprehensive 
Plan’s Future Land Use Plan. 

Council will then consider voting 
to change the zoning along the road. 

The council meeting starts at 6:30 

p.m. in the Council Chamber at City 
Hall, 2401 Market Street.

Before council considers voting 
on the item, a public hearing has 
been scheduled, giving the public 
a chance to voice their opinions, or 
any concerns, on any zoning chang-
es along Massey Tompkins. If ap-
proved, this would rezone the area 
from low-density medium residen-
tial to commercial. 

“These are changes in the FLUP 
to accommodate what the (Planning 
and Zoning Commission) and staff 
have seen as the natural and almost 
organic migration of development 
along Massey Tompkins,” said City 
Manager Rick Davis. 

The P&Z had suggested city staff 
look into the corridor and assess 
current land uses along the road, 
according to Davis. 

This is in response to applicants 
who have requested properties on 
the road be rezoned to better pro-
mote commercial growth. 

Another public hearing on a 
separate agenda item concerning 
Massey Tompkins will follow. This 
public hearing is about a request to 
rezone one acre of land located at 
3318 Massey Tompkins so it can 
become a Neighborhood Serving 
Commercial District. Norma Torres 

Baytown council 
considering rezoning 
of Massey Tompkins

SEE GROWTH  • PAGE 3


