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Barbers Hill Early Childhood Center students demonstrated the chain reaction of kindness this week when they wrote 
down acts of kindness they’d performed all week and linked them together. Barbers Hill ISD celebrated International SEL 
Week as part of their Social Emotional Learning curriculum initiated this year.

BY CARLA RABALAIS
Barbers Hill ISD celebrated In-

ternational SEL (Social-Emotional 
Learning) Day Friday, but the day 
and week’s activities were also a cel-
ebration of a yearlong initiative to 
help students grow beyond academ-
ics.

Research has demonstrated that in-
tegrating social and emotional learn-
ing across the educational process 
produces not only better academic 
performance, but also improved at-
titudes and behavior, less negative 
behaviors and reduced emotional 
stress.

Beginning in August, classrooms 
at every grade level in Barbers Hill 
paused a few moments each week to 
talk about the soft skills of life that 
can have huge impacts on students’ 
future success.

Following curricula from “Charac-
ter Strong” and “Purposeful People,” 
students discussed and practiced such 
character traits as kindness, respon-
sibility, empathy, respect, diligence, 
service, courage, gratitude, honesty, 
and self-control, among others.

The district also encouraged fam-
ilies to participate in a “Family 
Dare” each week that reflected the 
week’s character trait. Dares encour-
aged families to spend time together 
talking about specific topics, playing 
games, sharing meals, and having 
fun together.

 “SEL is more important than 
ever in schools today, with the over-
whelming amount of trauma, stress, 
and anxiety students have to deal 
with on a daily basis,” said Barbers 
Hill Elementary School South third-
grade teacher Mitchell Berg.

“In my classroom, I have a wall of 
affirmation dedicated to students giv-
ing each other shout-outs and com-
pliments,” Berg said. “It has been 
super-cool to see how the compli-
ments have grown from very general 
to detailed and thought-out words of 
affirmations over the year.”

The new program at BHISD was 
born out of a desire to be a school 
district that cultivates a safe, caring 
and empathetic environment that 
produces well-rounded, emotional-

ly-confident students who are able to 
regulate emotions, collaborate with 
peers, and respect diversity.

“The pandemic has taken an emo-
tional toll on young people, and we 
are excited to have initiated a pro-
gram during this time that is able to 
help them handle those emotions,” 
said BHISD Deputy Superintendent 
Sandra Duree. “We want to create an 
environment for our students where 
they feel safe both physically and 
emotionally.”

Last week, Mont Belvieu business-
es along with the West Chambers 
County Chamber of Commerce also 
joined the SEL celebration by serv-
ing as collection sites for thank-you 
notes directed to local first respond-
ers, teachers, nursing home residents, 
and others.

And students and staff at each 
campus celebrated themed days last 
week that encouraged acts of kind-
ness such as doing a chore at home 
without being asked, helping or en-
couraging a fellow student, thank-
ing a teacher, painting and sharing 
“Kindness Rocks” with positive 
messages, paying it forward in cam-

pus vending machines, and parking 
lot cleanup.  

Barbers Hill Social Worker Les-
ley Gershmel, who served on the 
district’s SEL team, said, “When we 
think about the educators and school 
staff who made the biggest impact on 
our own lives, those individuals were 
all about relationships and connec-
tion. They were improving our SEL 
skills by how they treated us, taught 
us and loved us. 

“Now, through SEL curricula, we 
have a common language and a plan 
to grow the same types of relation-
ships and skills among all staff and 
students.”

Third-grade teacher Berg is seeing 
the results in his classroom as well as 
in the hallways.

“One of my proudest achievements 
this year has been being a part of 
the Sunshine Squad,” he said of the 
student group that focused this year 
on spreading positivity. “It has been 
amazing to see how kids of all grades 
are embracing the power of positive 
words, actions, and thoughts. It has 
allowed the whole campus to come 
together in so many positive ways.”

BH celebrates International SEL Day

Barbers Hill students at Elementary School North celebrated SEL (Social Emo-
tional Learning) Week practicing kindness in their classrooms and hallways. 
From left are Adela Mendoza, Bailey Gonzalez, Jemika Young, Chase Graham 
and Allen Bagent.

Wife booked 
in alleged fake 
robbery plan
n CCSO files attempted 
capital murder charges

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

In a twist made for detective books, 
a man was shot in what appears to be a 
staged robbery involving his wife.

Chambers County Sheriff Brian Haw-
thorne said the story began March 18 
when deputies and detectives were called 
to a home in the 5800 block of Rainbow 
Road, located in the Baytown portion of 
Chambers County. They were told some-
one had been shot at the residence.

“Upon arrival, the male victim and 
his wife were present at the residence,” 
Hawthorne said. “The male victim had 
sustained a gunshot wound to his leg.”

The victim’s wife told deputies she 
pulled into the driveway around midnight 
when an unknown man approached her 
driver’s side window and displayed a 
firearm. He then ordered her into the residence,” Haw-
thorne said.

The woman said the alleged robber forced her up-
stairs, where her husband was sleeping. He then fired 
the handgun and struck the husband in the leg, causing 
him serious bodily injury, according to Hawthorne.

The man stole several items and left the residence in 
the victim’s vehicle.

“Upon further investigation, it was determined that 
the victim’s wife and the unknown male had planned 
to commit a robbery at her Rainbow Road residence 
while the victim’s husband was sleeping inside the res-
idence,” Hawthorne said. “During the commission of 
the aggravated robbery, the sleeping victim was inten-
tionally shot by the unknown male actor with the vic-
tim’s wife present.”

The wife was identified as 44-year-old Maria A. 
Gonzalez of Baytown. The shooter is Angel Sambrano 
Gamino, 36, of Houston.

Gonzalez was taken into custody for attempted cap-
ital murder, a second-degree felony, with a bond set at 
$500,000 by Justice of the Peace Precinct 6 Larry Cry-
er.

An arrest warrant was issued for Gamino for attempt-
ed capital murder by Judge Cryer with a bond set at 
$750,000.

“Today, in the early morning hours, Gambino was 
discovered as a passenger in a vehicle by the Precinct 
3 Harris County Constable’s office and was taken into 
custody,” Hawthorne said. Gambino was turned over to 
the CCSO and was booked into jail.
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MB council OKs 
chamber building

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com 

Mont Belvieu council members voted to approve a 
new  West Chambers County Chambers of Commerce 
building on FM 565 across from the new city hall and 
downtown site with a unanimous vote. 

“The new West Chambers County Chamber of Com-
merce building is an exciting addition to the already nu-
merous growth projects in the City,” Nathan Watkins, 
Mont Belvieu city manager, said. 

“The chamber is already a tremendous asset for Mont 
Belvieu, and a new building will only help them better 
serve the community.”

Macie Schubert, WCCCC president and CEO, said 
excitement is in the air over the new facility. 

“You can feel the excitement of the entire communi-
ty,” Schubert said. “This chamber is supported by such 
amazing members, from small business to large indus-
try, and this beautiful building is one that we can all be 
extremely proud of.”

The Chamber has seen record growth over the last 
two years, according to Schubert. She said in Q1 2021 
alone, the Chamber has welcomed 26 new members. 

“Having a larger, permanent space located right on 
North FM 565 (across from the Mont Belvieu City Hall 
and future development) will allow for better visibility 
and additional resources for our members,” she said. 

The WCCCC Board of Directors and staff are thrilled 
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