
• Wendy S. Bounds                           

• Schane J. Niemann

• Travis B. Warren

Page 3A

CONNECT

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES

Like our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/
BaytownSun

Follow us on Twitter: 
@thebaytownsun

The Baytown Sun
Covering Southeast Harris County, Chambers County & Southwest Liberty County

Vol. 101, No. 115                    281-422-8302              Weekend Edition – Sunday, September 26, 2021               www.baytownsun.com                       $2.00

(281)  576 - 0555  |  w w w.PatientsER.com
10133 Interstate 10 East

#1 Hometown ER

22
44
//77

  EE
RR

KICK YOUR DEBT to the curb!
WITH A DEBT CONSOLIDATION LOAN.

SAVE
WITH ONE LOW 
PAYMENT AND 

NO UPFRONT FEES!
CRCU.org/KickDebt 
281.422.3611

What the wicked dreads 
will overtake him; what the 
righteous desire will be 
granted. — Proverbs 10:24

RANGERS MOVE TO 3-1, BEST START SINCE 2016 SPORTS

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Monday will be the first day on the job 
for Baytown’s new police chief, John 
Stringer.

Stringer, formerly with the Madison, 
Alabama, Police Department, assumes 
leadership of the department that has been 
headed by Interim Chief Mike Holden 
since the retirement of Keith Dougherty 
early this year.

Stringer was hired following a nation-

wide search that attracted 55 
applicants. Of those, about a 
dozen were interviewed vir-
tually, then four candidates 
met with members of the 
city administration, the po-
lice department and the pub-
lic the first week of August 
before City Manager Rick 

Davis announced his final selection.
With Stringer’s arrival, Holden resumes 

his former title of Assistant Chief com-
manding the Logistics Bureau and Acting 

Assistant Chief Eric Freed returns to the 
rank of lieutenant.

For the immediate future Holden said 
he will assist Stringer with the transition.

One of Stringer’s first priorities will be 
to become a certified peace officer in Tex-
as, since Texas does not have a reciprocal 
agreement to recognize Alabama certifi-
cation.

Holden said it is not especially unusu-
al for Texas law enforcement agencies to 
have a chief executive who is not yet a 
certified peace officer since the state does 

not require prior certification for candi-
dates for sheriff and constable roles — 
and cities can also hire from out of state.

State law allows a year for the new chief 
to become certified by the Texas Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement, Holden said. It 
does not limit administrative duties.

Stringer started with the City of Madi-
son after receiving his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Alabama in Hunts-
ville in 1998.

New Baytown police chief reports on Monday

STRINGER

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Amber Villemez said 
Thursday was the worst day 
of her life. 

Speaking to council about 
its updated traffic calming 
policy, Villemez told how 
her young boy was almost 
killed that morning by a 
speeder on Tompkins Drive. 

“I almost lost my child,” 
Villemez said. “I live on 
Tompkins Drive by the stop 
sign. This morning walked 
my child to the driveway for 
his bus.”

Villemez said the morning 
started out hectic while get-
ting her children ready for 

school. While waiting on 
the bus to come, her son be-
gan to run down the drive-
way. About that time, she 
noticed a car coming. 

“She passed the stop sign 
like it was invisible,” Ville-
mez said. “She pretends she 
doesn’t see the bus with its 
flashing lights and the stop 
sign. My child is halfway 
through the road, and she 
speeds right by him. She 
was waving at the bus driver 
like it was nothing. I thought 
I was going to lose my child 
this morning. Not only did 
I yell at them to stop, but 
there were also other kids 

Some citizens told Baytown council that the revamped traffic calming policy approved 
Thursday night could be applied to Tompkins Drive, where they say speeders are put-
ting kids waiting on school buses in danger. The policy is more citizen-friendly and can 
be found on www.baytownengage.com (Baytown Sun photo by Matt Hollis)

City OKs citizen-friendly traffic policy 
Citizens can fill out form, request 

traffic study or more police patrols

SEE TRAFFIC POLICY • PAGE 8A

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

The U.S. launched a 
campaign to offer boosters 
of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vac-
cine to millions of Ameri-
cans on Friday even as fed-
eral health officials stressed 
the real problem remains 
getting first shots to the un-
vaccinated.

“We will not boost our 
way out of this pandemic,” 
warned Dr. Rochelle Wal-
ensky, director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention — even though 
she took the rare step of 
overruling the advice of her 
own expert panel to make 
more people eligible for the 
booster.

The vast majority of 
COVID-19 cases and hos-
pitalizations are among 
the unvaccinated, Walen-
sky noted. And all three 
COVID-19 vaccines in the 
U.S. offer strong protection 
against severe illness, hos-
pitalization and death de-
spite the extra-contagious 
delta variant that caused 
cases to soar. But immunity 
against milder infection ap-
pears to wane months after 
initial vaccination.

U.S. 

booster 

shots 

start
Even as millions 
remain unprotected

SEE COVID-19 • PAGE 8A

SEE POLICE CHIEF • PAGE 8A

After the groundbreaking for the Hyatt Regency hotel and convention center on Bayland Island, city officials DPR Construction will soon be bringing 
in trucks with dirt to convert the project from dream to reality. The 208-room luxury hotel is expected to have a major economic impact in the area 
once completed. City officials say it should be ready for a ribbon-cutting ceremony in March 2023. (Baytown Sun photo by Matt Hollis)

Bayland construction begins in October
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

 Turning dirt for the long-awaited Hyatt Re-
gency hotel and convention center on Bayland 
Island was a dream come true for the city. 
Now, construction is set to begin, and city of-
ficials are ready to see the project turn into an 
actual structure.

DPR Construction will spend the next 18 
months building the hotel and convention cen-
ter.  

“All systems are go,” Rick Davis, city 

manager, said. “We have money, we have the 
contractor and the all clearance. This was a 
groundbreaking indeed. Now that it is done, 
we get out of the way.”

Davis said mobilization will begin on the 
project site.

“First, a lot of dirt will be brought in,” Da-
vis said. “We are coordinating with (Grand 
Parkway Infrastructure) contractors how we 
are going to bring in truckloads of dirt. We are 
raising the elevation of this facility.”

Davis said they are eying March 2023 as the 
estimated completion date.

“Keep in mind that anything that could be 
manufactured or naturally born to obstruct 
this project has already been thrown at us,” 
he said. “Barring any other obstacles or ca-
tastrophes or natural disasters, we will plan on 
spring 2023.”

Construction will begin in October, Alice 
Jauregui, city spokeswoman, said.

While construction is ongoing, nearby busi-
nesses such as O’Neals Sports Bar and Grill 
and the nearby marina will not be affected, nor 

SEE BAYLAND ISLAND • PAGE 8A
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