
Thursday, August 26, 2021

Baytown Sun Extra 
FREE

I-10 @ Hwy 146  (281) 576-05552
4

/7
 E

R

THE

            CARE
HAPPENS 

HERE

Best

*All loans subject to credit approval. Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account 
for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 695 or greater, no bankruptcy in the 
previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 39%. Loan will consist of a 95% loan-to-value first lien mortgage, 
and a second lien mortgage up to 15% loan-to-value, with a maximum combined loan-to-value of 110%. Minimum down 
payment = 3% with seasoned funds, which can be applied to closing costs or down payment. No gifts or borrowed funds. 
Max purchase = $250,000. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer 
does not include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties 
and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
^Investment properties, Home Equity Loans and Jumbo Mortgage Loans are not eligible for the Best Rate Guarantee. Real 
estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications 
may apply. A competitors Mortgage Loan Estimate dated within three business days of CRCU’s mortgage loan 
offer is required in order to qualify for Best Rate Guarantee. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these 
promotions at any time. Please contact a representative for more details. CRCU membership required.

PURCHASE 
POSSIBLE CRCU.ORG/PURCHASEPOSSIBLE

MORTGAGE 
FINANCING UP 
TO 110% OF THE 
APPRAISED 
VALUE*

Chambers Co. officials declare medical crisis
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The rapid spread of COVID-19 in 
Chambers County has led to a medical cri-
sis through the burden it puts on emergen-
cy medical services, several county leaders 
said in a joint public statement. They urged 
residents to follow well known steps to 
protect themselves and others: wash your 
hands, wear a face mask, practice social 
distancing. 

Vaccinations continue to be offered to 
county residents.

“The COVID-19 Pandemic is wreak-
ing havoc on the local, regional and state 
healthcare system, restricting the level of 
and speed at which emergent care can be 
delivered,” according to the statement is-
sued by County Judge Jimmy Sylvia, Lo-

cal Health Authority Dr. William Clay 
Brown, Public Health Director Mary Beth 
Bess and Emergency Services Director 
Ron Nichols.

“COVID-19 vaccines are available in 
Chambers County at no cost and data 
shows that those who are vaccinated have 
a much higher rate of survival and much 
lower risk of severe complications and 
hospitalization due to COVID-19,” the 
statement said. 

It also urged people to avoid sharing 
misinformation. “Please make sure to 
double check the credibility of sources 
before reading or propagating information. 
Remember: in a situation like this, false in-
formation can literally be deadly.”

The statement cautioned that the spread 
of the virus is taxing emergency response 
resources and that several times in the 

past week only one ambulance, or even no 
ambulances, were available to respond to 
emergency calls.

“If medics are unavailable, calls are be-
ing placed in a queue and responded to in 
order of severity,” it said.

“None of this information is meant to 
scare you,” the statement continued. “This 

is all fact. Chambers County and regional 
healthcare providers are in a medical crisis, 
and this crisis will not just affect those who 
have COVID-19. As long as this persists, 
EMS response and hospital wait times will 
be extended. This means if you have a heart 
attack, if you’re in a major vehicle accident 
or if you have any other emergent health-
care need, the time it will take for help to 
reach you is going to be much greater than 
normal.”

Chambers County continues to lag in 
vaccinations. Texas Department of State 
Health Services statistics indicated that 
42.35% of Chambers County residents age 
12 or older have been fully vaccinated.

Chambers County residents wanting to 
schedule a COVID-19 vaccination at no 
cost may schedule an appointment at bit.
ly/chamberscovaccines.
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All southbound lanes of 
the Fred Hartman Bridge 
are now open — without 
the bump caused by steel 
plates near the top of the 
bridge.

Northbound traffic — 
La Porte to Baytown — is 
still restricted to two lanes 
by temporary traffic bar-
ricades scheduled to be 

removed this weekend, 
which will result in all 
northbound lanes being 
closed from Friday night 
until Monday morning. 
The northbound lanes will 
closed at 9 p.m. Friday and 
open at 5 a.m. Monday.

Traffic on the bridge 
has been disrupted since 
late July while the Texas 
Department of Transporta-
tion replaced a joint in the 
southbound road deck.

Hartman Bridge 
SB lanes reopen

County Commissioners 
return to virtual meetings

In response to the spread of COVID-19 
infections in Chambers County, Com-
missioners Court will return to virtual 
meetings. Citizens wanting to view the 
meeting can find a link to the YouTube 
live stream on the county’s website at 
www.co.chambers.tx.us.

Members of the Barbers Hill High School Class of 2022 started the school year 
with smiles in the cafeteria.

Chambers County 

libraries return to 

curbside service
All Chambers County 

Library System Branches 
have returned to curbside 
service only. Curbside 
service will be available 
Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Items can be reserved 
online at https://chambers.
lib.tx.us/ or by telephone. 
Clients should call the li-
brary when they arrive to 
pick up their items, open 
the trunk or back seat and 
then get back into the ve-
hicle. Library staff will 
place items directly into 
the trunk or seat and close 
the door.

Printing and fax ser-
vices will also be offered 
via curbside. Documents 
can be emailed to the li-
brary for printing and pick-
up. Email documents to: 
analib@chamberstx.gov 
(Anahuac), winlib@cham-

berstx.gov (Winnie) and 
mblib@chamberstx.gov 
(Mont Belvieu).

After use, library items 
must be returned to the out-
door drop box at the closest 
Chambers County Library 
System Branch. Returned 
items will be quarantined 
for 7 days before they are 
available again for check 
out. Returns items will re-
main on the cardholder’s 
account during that time 
but no overdue fees will be 
assessed.

Notary services are still 
available, but patrons must 
schedule an appointment.

During this closure, vir-
tual programs will contin-
ue for all ages.

All Chambers County 
residents are encouraged 
to remember that we must 
all work together to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 
Staying home when possi-
ble, wearing a mask when 
in public and frequently 
washing your hands are all 
essential to protecting your 
family, community and 
yourself.

Third-grader Bellah Mason lines up in 
the hallway with her Barbers Hill El-
ementary School North classmates.
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Two local state representatives have written a letter 
to the Texas Department of Transportation decrying the 
installation of tolls along a portion of Highway 99 that 
serves Baytown. 

District 128 Rep. Briscoe Cain and District 23 Rep. 
Mayes Middleton sent a letter to TxDOT Chair J. Bruce 
Bugg Jr., saying they are in “opposition to the addition of 
new tolls on State Highway 99 between State Highway 
146 and Interstate 10.”

“This portion of SH 99 serves as a critical roadway in 
both House District 128 and House District 23,” the letter 
stated. “The addition of tolls along this stretch of high-
way will have a detrimental impact on the livelihood of 
our constituents. Rather than building a free-to-use high-
way to alleviate traffic conditions and improve public 
safety, the TxDOT is leveraging taxpayer funds to build 

a toll road.”
Cain and Middleton stated in the letter 

during the 87th Regular Legislative Ses-
sion, House Bill 4539 was passed by the 
Texas House with a vote of 144 Ayes and 
1 Nay. The bill prohibits the installation of 
tolls on this stretch of Highway 99.

“While HB 4539 failed to receive a hear-
ing in the Senate due to a backlog of the leg-
islative calendar—the legislative progress 
that this bill had should have been a strong 
signal to your agency that the lawmaking 
branch did not want any tolls on this por-
tion of SH 99,” the reps stated. “Moreover, 
the fact that HB 4539 was authored by the 
four House Member’s whose districts touch 
upon this portion of SH 99 along with the 

Chairman of the House Committee on Transportation as 
an author should have been received as a clear message 

to TxDOT that the Texas Legislature does not want this 
portion of SH 99 tolled.”

The reps said their constituents want the Grand Park-
way improved, not tolled.

“TxDOT has plenty of mechanisms at its disposal that 
do not include creating tolls,” the letter stated. “Tolling to 
fund improvements to this highway is the wrong choice 
for our constituents. We ask that TxDOT seek an alterna-
tive plan for the improvement and construction of State 
Highway 99 between State Highway 146 and Interstate 
10 that does not include the use of tolls. The people of 
House District 128 and House District 23 do not want 
new toll roads.”

Chambers County Pct. 4 Commissioner Billy Combs 
said part of the area of concern along Highway 99 runs 
through his county. 

“There is no ands, ifs, or buts that we would like to see 
the tolls on Highway 99 removed,” Combs said. “That 

State reps team up to fight Hwy 99 tolls
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 Barbers Hill Early Childhood Center kindergarten student Cuyler Kelly celebrated his first day back at school
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