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Mont Belvieu City Hall center of development

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Mont Belvieu’s new City Hall, envi-
sioned as the centerpiece of a new city 
center development, was approved by 
council Monday, at a maximum price of 
$15.2 million.

The city initially planned to receive 
bids for the new City Hall in the sum-
mer, with the building located southeast 
of the current municipal complex but 
changed course after negotiations began 
for building a master-planned communi-
ty that would place a pedestrian-friendly 
city center north and west of the current 

complex.
Under the plan, the new city hall will 

be at the northwest end of a large lawn 
area, opposite the current City Hall. The 
current fire and EMS station will be re-
located.

The lawn will be used for community 
events. Food and retail establishments 
are also planned for the surrounding area, 
creating a small-town downtown feel.

Most city departments will be in the 
new building, with the ground floor de-
voted to departments frequently visited 
by citizens, such as utilities and permits.

The police station will stay in its cur-
rent location with renovations planned to 

that building.
The former senior center building will 

house the municipal court and the City 
Council Chamber.

Details of the surrounding development 
are still under consideration and being 
worked out.

Park Master Plan

The Mont Belvieu City Council ap-
proved a master plan for expansion of 
City Park, with Phase II occupying 20 
acres behind the Chambers County An-
nex Building at a cost of about $7.88 mil-
lion.

A possible Phase III would come into 
play if the CWA Canal is decommis-
sioned and filled in. That part would cost 
about $4.8 million.

City spokesman Brian Ligon said the 
city is working with Chambers County to 
acquire the land behind the annex build-
ing.

He also said, “The City of Mont Bel-
vieu has been setting aside money for ex-
pansion of City Park; this will be a fully 
funded project when it does go to con-
struction.”

Phase II will add a playground, fitness 
stations, three baseball fields, a soccer 
field, five softball fields, four volleyball 
courts, two basketball courts and 190 new 
parking spaces.

There will also be a second driveway 
entrance south of the Chambers County 
Annex.

While the master plan was accepted, 
construction has not yet been approved.

City council signs off on $15.2 million project

Health issue 
sidelines new 
police chief

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Mont Belvieu’s incoming police chief 
suffered a heart attack, delaying his arrival 
a few weeks. 

The City of Mont Belvieu named Jimmy 
Ellison as its new chief of police in Decem-
ber. He was serving as the 
chief of the Abilene Christian 
University Police Depart-
ment, a post he has held since 
2001. 

Brian Ligon, City of Mont 
Belvieu spokesman, con-
firmed Ellison had suffered a 
heart attack. 

“Chief Ellison did recently 
suffer a heart attack as he was preparing to 
move from Abilene and start his position 
with the City of Mont Belvieu,” Ligon said. 
“Our city leadership has been in contact 
with him over the past week, and we are 
thankful for his recovery and for the prog-
ress he has made in such a short time.”

Mont Belvieu City Manag-
er Nathan Watkins said he was  
relieved to hear Ellison was recovering. 

“Chief Ellison’s story is a testament that 
miracles do happen,” Watkins said. “We 
fully support him and his family as he con-
tinues to recover and heal. We are looking 
forward to having him join us and lead the 
Mont Belvieu Police Department when he 
is rested and ready.”

Ellison himself issued a statement on his 
condition. 

“I’m thankful to be alive and have been 
assured of achieving a full recovery,” Elli-
son said. “I am now looking forward even 
more to joining the team in Mont Belvieu 
and serving this great community.”

Ligon said Ellison is now expected to 
start with the city in early to mid-March. In 
the meantime, Steve Ferguson will remain 
in his role as Interim Chief of Police.

Ellison replaces Virgil Blasdel, who re-
tired in October after spending 36 years in 
law enforcement.

ELLISON

BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Sign up to get notice of Chambers County 
vaccinations

Chambers County Public Health has its 

second round of vaccinations today, with 

registration conducted Wednesday. More 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Deputies with the Chambers County 
Sheriff Office were able to catch four 
suspected armed robbers thanks to their 
investigative efforts.

According to Chambers County Sher-
iff Brian Hawthorne, the story began on 
the evening of Jan. 6. CCSO deputies 
were called to DJ’s Grocery, located 
at Interstate-10 and FM 61, about an 
armed robbery. 

“Upon arrival, it was reported that 
multiple actors wearing masks entered 
the business brandishing a firearm and 
demanding money,” Hawthorne said. 

Hawthorne said the robbers took an 
undisclosed amount of money from the 
business, and fled the area in a vehicle 

parked nearby. 
On Jan. 19, deputies responded to the 

8100 block of State Highway 146 about 
a similar armed robbery. After this inci-
dent, another armed robbery was report-
ed at DJ’s Grocery. 

“After reviewing security video 
footage, it became apparent to detec-
tives that the same individuals were 
most likely responsible for all three  
robberies,” Hawthorne said.

According to CCSO detectives, it 
has been determined the suspects are 
responsible for numerous other armed 
robberies stretchingfrom Baytown to 
Orange at various gas stations over the 
last month. 

Hawthorne said the robbery suspects 
were identified thanks to joint efforts 
of multiple law enforcement agencies 

along the I-10 corridor in Southeast 
Texas.

On Thursday, Detective Paul Best 
obtained arrest warrants for K’Leb Di-
amond, 17, Eddie Thomas, 17, and Mo-
ses Rhine, 20. 

There was also  one juvenile male 
charged with two counts of engaging in 
organized crime, a first-degree felony. 

Hawthorne said all four individuals 
live in the Beaumont area and are cur-
rently in custody. 

“Due to the large amount of robberies 
these individuals have committed along 
with the violent nature of the crime, ATF 
and federal prosecutors are reviewing 
all the cases that have occurred through-
out multiple jurisdictions and are con-
sidering pursuing federal prosecution,” 
Hawthorne said. 

Chambers Co. deputies solve robberies

Recovery from heart 
attack delays start date 

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

An early morning fire at a warehouse 
on the grounds of Enterprise Products in 
Mont Belvieu resulted in a temporary 
road closure. 

Rick Rainey, Enterprise spokesman, 
said FM 1942 was closed for a while af-
ter the fire broke out at 1:15 a.m. Mon-
day morning, but it was reopened at 
about 9:30 a.m.

“There were no injuries, and all per-

sonnel is accounted for as far as the 
warehouse,” Rainey said.

Rainey described the warehouse as a 
place to house equipment and supplies 
that supported the plant’s operations and 
maintenance. 

According to Rainey, several local fire 
departments contributed to putting out 
the blaze, including Beach City, Mont 
Belvieu, Cove, and Baytown.

The cause of the fire is unknown, 
Rainey said.

“That will be investigated,” he said. 

“But, there is no impact on our plant op-
erations. We are operating normally.”

Rainey added air monitoring in the 
wake of the fire has concluded.

“We would do air monitoring on-site, 
but we’re not aware of any issues with 
air quality,” he said. “In addition to our 
own air monitoring, we hired a third-par-
ty contractor.”

There were no issues, Rainey said.
Initially, some reports said it was 

Highway 146 that was closed, which 
caused drivers some confusion.  

No injuries reported in Enterprise fire
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Barbers Hill and Bryce Smith are in fourth place of District 21-5A in position to qualify for the playoffs, but they still have work to 
do to cement their place. A close game between rivals turned into a lopsided affair as the Crosby Cougars used a dominant third 
quarter to pull away from host Barbers Hill, 98-54, Tuesday night

Sign up for county 
vaccination alert
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