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For, Whoever would love 
life and see good days 
must keep their tongue 
from evil and their lips 
from deceitful speech. 
They must turn from evil 
and do good; they must 
seek peace and pursue it.  
   – 1 Peter 3:10-11
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*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 680 or greater, no 
bankruptcy in the previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer does not 
include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
Real estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a representative 
for more details. CRCU membership required. Offer expires 08/31/20.

NO
LENDER 
FEES!^ 

FREE 
45 day 
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Wave goodbye to home loan fees & say hello to 

a new home with a low-rate CRCU mortgage! *

crcu.org/mortgage

Covering Southeast Harris County, Chambers County & Southwest Liberty County

REL GRAD RETURNS TO DIAMOND AFTER SEASON-ENDING INJURY SPORTS

OBITUARIES

Happy Independence Day

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

The City of Mont Belvieu plans to go forward 
with celebrating the 4th of July holiday the best 
way it can.

A fireworks show is planned for 9 p.m. Satur-
day at City Park with alternate parking and po-
tential viewing locations such as City Hall, the 
Chambers County Annex on Eagle Drive, Bar-
bers Hill High School, Barbers Hill Elementary 
North the front lot faces the park and the Sam and 
Carmena Goss Memorial Branch Library. 

It will also be presented live on the free Sky 
Wonder app at 8:45 p.m. and select “City of Mont 
Belvieu July 4th Fireworks.”

Residents and visitors will then get a count-
down that begins 15 minutes prior to the show 
and then will enjoy a soundtrack that is synchro-
nized to the show in the sky. 

“While we are disappointed that circumstances 
dictated the cancellation of our full celebration, 
we feel this is the one thing we can do that will 
still allow residents to celebrate while being able 
to adhere to the face covering and physical dis-
tancing guidelines set forth by Governor Abbott’s 
executive orders,” Mont Belvieu communica-
tions director Brian Ligon said.

 “Public sidewalks and other areas make won-
derful places to see the show as well,” Ligon said. 
“But, regardless of where people watch the show, 
we are asking that they adhere to the distancing 
and face covering orders.”

The Sky Wonder app offers a nice alternative 
for those hoping to avoid too many people.

“The City will be streaming the show on its 
Facebook page for those who wish to celebrate at 
home,” Ligon said.

Fireworks light the sky over the Statue of Liberty in this Associated Press file photo.  Today (July 4)  is 
Independence Day. On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted by delegates to the 
Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia. Read the Declaration of Independence on Page 4A.

Mont Belvieu fireworks show a go

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

State leaders have deemed it safe to 
reopen schools in August even though 
Texas has had a resurgence of the 
coronavirus, with a dramatic spike in 
cases and record numbers of patients 
being hospitalized.

Across the state, schools are con-
sidering a wide array of options for 
the upcoming school year, including 
smaller class sizes, campus mask pol-
icies and the expectation that a typi-
cal week might include some remote 
learning.

A Goose Creek official said the dis-
trict has been working on contingen-
cy plans that range from 50 percent 
to 75 percent to 100 percent capacity 
schools. The plans incorporate ideas, 
such as early arrival, alternating days 
and extended days. A major concern is 
the mandate on transportation, which 
makes it nearly impossible to deliver 
students to school using the current 
schedule.

On Monday night, Goose Creek is 
set to unveil the district’s “Safe Return 
to School Plan.”

“Utilizing our crisis emergency 
spring model as a starting point, we 
have worked every day since on mod-
els that will provide the most fidelity 
with instruction for our students,” Dr. 
Randal O’Brien, Goose Creek CISD 
superintendent, said. “There remain 
limitations on instructional time based 
upon executive orders, and we face 
many operational challenges, howev-
er, I am confident in the plan drafted 
by our Safe Return to School Task 
Force.”

O’Brien said the plan includes 
models that might flex from 100% 
instruction in the classroom to 100% 
instruction virtually. This would go 
along with “variations of a blended 
model of instruction to accommodate 
students and staff who may not be able 
to attend in person.

“The Texas Education Agency has 
made clear that attendance will 

GC set to 
unveil plan 
to reopen 
schools

Councilman 
not seeking 
reelection

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown Councilman 
Robert Hoskins has an-
nounced he will not seek a 
fourth term as the District 5 

representative. 
Hoskins has 

served close 
to nine years 
on council. 
P r e v i o u s l y, 
he served six 
years on the 
Goose Creek 
CISD board. 

Hoskins ran for a third 
term in 2017 and won, 
earning 73% of the vote. In 
2019, Hoskins threw his hat 
in the ring for the District 
128 race against state Rep. 
Briscoe Cain. Hoskins lost 
by a 79.3% to 20.7% mar-
gin in March. 

“I really did not plan to 
run for a third term,” he 
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Despite state mask order,         
GOP digs in on convention

Combating the surge

SEE MASKS • PAGE 3A SEE SURGE • PAGE 6A

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

One Baytown man is dead and 
another free on $2,500 bond after 
a Wednesday night traffic acci-
dent between a pickup truck and 
a motorcycle at the intersection of 
Baker Road and Hemlock Drive.

Baytown police spokesman 
Sgt. Jason Kelly said the mo-
torcyclist, 25-year-old Bernard 
Brown, died at the scene of the 
crash.

Bernard, he said, 
was travelling west 
in the 4400 block 
of West Baker Road 
when 50-year-old 
Eleasar Moreno, 
driving a Chevro-
let Silverado pick-
up, turned from the 
eastbound lanes 

of West Baker toward Hemlock, 
turning in front of the motorcy-
cle.

Evidence at the scene suggest-

ed that Moreno was intoxicated, 
Kelly said, and he was charged 
with felony driving while intox-
icated.

Court records show Moreno 
had previous convictions for driv-
ing while intoxicated in 2014 and 
2015, both ending with unsatis-
factory termination of probation.

The Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office petitioned the 
178th District Court in Hous-
ton to set bond at a minimum of 
$35,000.

Motorcyclist killed in accident 

MORENO

Hartman Bridge lanes 
closed this weekend  

Crews began maintenance work 
on the Fred Hartman Bridge Fri-
day afternoon with three south-
bound lanes expected to be closed 
through Monday. 

Travelers should find alternate 
routes as delays will be expected. 
The three outside lanes on SH-146 
Southbound were closed after an 
unexpected breakout of concrete 
from the road around 2:40 p.m. 

Entrance ramps from BS-146/
SH99 and Missouri St. will remain 
open through repair work. 

Gov. orders face coverings for most Texas counties 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Virtually all of Texas is now under an 
order to wear face coverings in public 
spaces after an executive order Thursday 
by Gov. Greg Abbott.

Some counties with fewer than 20 con-
firmed COVID-19 cases are not affected 
by the order—primarily sparsely populat-

ed areas of west Texas.
Abbott signed the order soon after roll-

ing back some of the business reopening 
in the state by closing bars and limiting 
restaurants to 50% occupancy.

In his order and a statement, Abbott 
said wearing a mask is a proven method 
to slowing down the virus’ spread and 

BY PAUL J. WEBER 

Associated Press

.AUSTIN — As Texas began mandat-
ing face coverings Friday on the orders of 

Republican Gov. Greg Abbott, his party 
charged ahead with plans for a massive 
convention this month in Houston, mag-

nifying the conflicting responses in the 

Texas GOP to a rampant resurgence of the 
coronavirus. 

Abbott, governor of America’s biggest 
red state, has dodged saying whether he 
supports still holding an indoor three-
day convention beginning July 16. The 
event typically draws thousands of peo-
ple — making it one of America’s biggest  
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