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THE BAYTOWN SUN

Barbers Hill ISD began the second six-week grading 
period by welcoming nearly 650 students back from re-
mote learning.

In many ways, it was like a second first-day to the 
school year for grades 1-12, as every campus received 
nearly 100 new students on campus. 

“Our remote learners were happy to be back with their 
friends and to return to a normal routine of school,” said 
Dr. Missy Barrington, principal at Elementary School 
South, where 151 remote learners returned. 

The campus held a staggered start time for the new 
students so each could be personally greeted as their par-
ents dropped them off. Students were then instructed in 
mask and distancing protocols, as well safety require-
ments for the cafeteria and playground.

At Barbers Hill secondary campuses, 283 students 
returned to in-person instruction, prompting scheduling 
challenges for established classrooms where more desks 
and Plexiglas desk shields were installed. 

“I’m glad to return to traditional learning,” said Abi-
gail Canenguez, a junior at Barbers Hill High School. “I 
can focus better at school, and I enjoy playing soccer!”

Paden Dugat, also a junior, said he was happy to re-
turn because, “I feel like I learn better in person, and I 
missed my friends.”

In August, Barbers Hill parents selected either in-per-
son or remote instruction for their children, with more 
than 80 percent of parents choosing the traditional 
in-person classroom.

Now with the beginning of the second six weeks, 
the district has more than 90 percent of students back 

to campuses for in-person learning. A significant factor 
in the return of so many students from remote learning 
may be that since in-person classes began on Aug. 19, 
less than 1 percent of Barbers Hill students and staff 
have tested positive for COVID-19.

The district’s remaining 600 remote learners will have 
the opportunity to return to campus at the end of the cur-
rent six weeks, in November.

Barbers Hill remote learners return
District COVID rate less than 1%

Barbers Hill Middle School North students line the hallways single file during a class change. The campus welcomed 94 
remote learners back to classrooms as the second six weeks began. Barbers Hill ISD now has more than 90 percent 
of students back in classrooms.
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Mont Belvieu councilmembers and city 
employees heard a presentation about 
sprucing up the Eagle Pointe Golf Course 
to make it m sore appealing to a wider au-
dience. 

Jason Straka, head of Fry Straka, the 
golf architectural company the city asked 
to design the revamped golf course, gave 
the presentation that entailed seven differ-
ent options concerning a new, improved 
golf course.

Brian Ligon, Mont Belvieu spokesman, 
said the golf course options are just con-
cepts of the type of plan council would 

like to see for the its future.
Ligon added Straka’s third option is 

getting the most traction with council 
members. 

Straka explained Option 3 involves re-
locating the current practice range from 
where it currently sits on the ninth hole. 

“It’ll be on the south side of the creek 
and in between the creek and the canal,” 
Straka said. “It will make it more practical 
for users and for operations. It will also 
make it much more safer, with less golf 
balls going into the parking lot area.”

Some land acquisition would help fa-
cilitate some options, but it was only pro-
posed. Ligon stressed there are no pend-
ing land purchases.

“Acquiring new land would be con-
sidered once the final plan is adopted by 
council, what the course plan looks like, 
and when it would be necessary through 
the phasing process,” Ligon said.

Straka said if additional land were ac-
quisitioned, then holes No. 17 and No. 18 
hole would be relocated within the first 
phase of the project.  

“And this could be done without much 
disruption of play at all,” Straka said. 
“And it allows the possibility to construct 
a new Par 3 golf course. That is the big-
gest thing. We can drastically improve the 
practice facility and add a Par 3 course 
without disrupting the main golf course 
too much.”

Renovating the golf course would cost 
$4.5 to 5 million, but Ligon said that was 
a broad-brush estimate. 

“Then, the question would be, how 
would fund it?” Ligon said. “This is all 
looking ahead. By the end of (the fiscal 
year 2021), we’ll have $4.2 million ear-
marked for the golf course. Then, we are 
really looking beyond that.” 

Ligon said the city plans to take back 
what they have learned from the presen-
tation, work with Fry Straka, and the city 
staff will refine the plan. 

“Once that happens, they will have a 
harder number and go back to council and 

Eagle Pointe Golf Course redesign plans unveiled
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Only 10% of Barbers 
Hill ISD students are re-
ceiving instruction virtu-
ally rather than in person, 
and the district could make 
a decision to return to 
near-complete in-person 
instruction as early as the 
October board meeting, 
Superintendent Greg Poole 
told trustees Monday.

Poole said the district 
confirmed with the Texas 
Education Agency that it 
has the option of ending 
online instruction before 
the end of the fall semes-
ter, though any time frame 
would be considered by 
trustees at a later meeting.

Even if online learning 
is discontinued as an op-
tion at or before the end of 
the fall semester, he said, it 
would continue to be pro-
vided for students who are 
medically required to quar-
antine.

Students receiving in-
struction online instead 
of in-person are not, as a 
group, performing as well 
academically as those at-
tending school in person, 
he said.

He also told the board 
that in spite of the pandem-
ic the district experienced 
enrollment growth com-
pared to last year, with stu-
dent count appearing to be 
up about 2.5% at this time.

This is about 350 stu-
dents less than projected, 
but still an increase from 
last year. Early childhood 
programs grew less than 
expected, which Poole 
speculated may be from 
parents choosing to delay 
enrollment out of concerns 
about the pandemic.

Assistant Superinten-
dent for Curriculum and 
Instruction Sandra Duree 

said the district has used 

both telephone calls and 

home visits to encourage 

participation in class by 

students who are not in 

in-person instruction.

She said in-person sum-

mer school instruction 

went well, with about 220 

students participating and 

a 94% passing rate.

Assistant Superinten-

dent of Personnel Barbara 

Ponder said the growth in 

enrollment has also meant 

a growth in staffing. This 
year Barbers Hill ISD 

passed the 1,000-employee 

mark, she said, with all po-

sitions filled.
Growth was also a topic 

as the board received up-

dates on classroom addi-

tion projects underway at 

both Elementary South and 

Elementary North, as well 

as progress on design work 

for the two new intermedi-

ate schools.

The first phase of con-

struction for the intermedi-

ate schools was contracted 

for a cost of about $12.3 

million, which was less 

than projected.

In good news for tax-

payers, the board also ap-

proved a tax rate nearly 11 

cents lower than the cur-

rent rate per $100 of prop-

erty value. Poole said it is 

the lowest rate since 1990.

However, he cautioned 

trustees that additional 

state funding approved in 

the last legislative session 

is scheduled to expire af-

ter one more year, which 

could require asking voters 

for a tax rate increase at 

that time.

Virtual ending?
BH mulls dropping online 
learning, going solely in-person
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Chambers County is again al-
lowing rental of outdoor coun-
ty-owned facilities as reopening 
from the COVID-19 restrictions 
continue, but limitations apply.

“Chambers County Public 
Health is actively monitoring 
COVID-19,” County Judge Jim-
my Sylvia said, “and we feel 
like by working closely with our 

residents and following public 
health guidance we can safely 
begin to move forward.”

Anyone interested in renting 
an outdoor county facility will 
need to complete a Chambers 
County Outdoor Event Applica-
tion which can be found on the 
county website (co.chambers.
tx.us).

A panel of county staff mem-
bers will review it. If it is ap-

proved, the applicant will then 
contact the department that nor-
mally handles the rental of that 
facility.

“The mask order issued by 
Gov. Greg Abbott is still in  
effect,” Sylvia said, “and anyone 
who rents Chambers County fa-
cilities will be required to follow 
the minimum health guidance is-
sued by the Centers for Disease 
Control, Texas Department of 

State Health Services and Cham-
bers County Public Health.”

School case reports
The Texas Department of 

State Health Services provided 
its second weekly breakdown 
of COVID-19 cases by school 
district Wednesday, for the week 
ended Sept. 27.

Anahuac ISD reported no new 
cases for the week. For the year 

so far it has reported one case of 
a staff person being infected, and 
no students.

Barbers Hill ISD reported four 
new student cases for the week, 
all in grades 7-12, and four new 
staff cases for the week. For the 
year so far, BHISD has reported 
two cases in grades 4-6, seven 
in grades 7-12 and six staff. All 
were attributed to off-campus in-
fections.

Chambers County lifting some COVID restrictions 
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Barbers Hill Middle School North custodian Noelia Navar-
rete disinfects a classroom at the end of the school day 
Friday. The district has implemented many safety proto-
cols this year to reduce the spread of COVID-19, and many 
of those procedures are carried out by custodial staff, 
who were celebrated during the recent Custodian and 
Maintenance Appreciation Week nationwide. 


