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Love does not delight in 
evil, but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.  
         —1 Corinthians 13:6-7
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ONLINE POLL

Answer the weekly poll   
at www.baytownsun.com

Is the president’s plan 
for a massive military 
parade a good idea?
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After her fatal diagnosis, Baytown’s Kelvin and 
Christy Dunnam decided that something good 
should come out of Emma’s short but beautiful life, 
hopefully to improve the lives of others.

Emma was the Dunnam’s third child. At 2 years 
old, she was diagnosed with Batten Disease, a fatal 
neurodegenerative disorder, which took her life two 
years later. 

Before Emma’s diagnosis, the Dunnams spent a 
significant amount of time at MD Anderson Can-
cer Center with Kelvin’s father. They found out first 

hand how quickly parking costs — at $12 a day — 
escalate. 

As Kelvin left the hospital one day, a stranger paid 
his parking fee.

Months later, in the heart-breaking days following 
Emma’s diagnosis, the Dunnams remembered that 
random act of kindness. 

In 2009, the Dunnam family founded Emma’s 
Hugs, which assists families with long-term patients 
in the Texas Medical Center with free parking chips. 

The free parking chips are given to anyone, and 

Emma’s Hugs
Feb. 24 Bayou Bash raises money for 

parking for long-term hospital patients

Baytown’s Sterling Municipal Library is in the running for the Leslie Knope Award, which will be given to “the nation’s 
best public library.” To vote for Baytown, visit www.elgl.org. In addition, libraries can earn an extra vote each time a 
patron tweets a selfie from the library with the hashtag #SelfieInTheStacks. Those who take selfies should also men-
tion Baytown to ensure Sterling gets credit. The library has even created a basket of fun props, ID badges of “Parks 
and Recreation” characters and a “Galentines Day” frame, which was a day that Leslie Knope created in the TV show 
that celebrates best girlfriends and being ladies. From left are library staffers Lesley Kohles and Caroline Flarity.

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

Baytown can now say it has one 
of the top 10 libraries in the coun-
try, as Sterling Municipal Library is 
one of just eight libraries left in a 
contest to find the nation’s best. 

Now the hope is to make it to the 
Final Four, and ultimately crowned 
No. 1. 

Engaging Local Government 
Leaders, a group aimed at strength-
ening local governments, will give 
one library the Leslie B. Knope 

Award, named after Amy Poehler’s 
character on the NBC show “Parks 
and Recreation,” which will dis-
tinguish the winner the best in the 
country. In addition, ELGL will 
register the winning library for 
ELGL 19, an annual event about 
local government, and appear on 
ELGL’s GovLove podcast.

ELGL started the contest in Jan-
uary, and after last week, voters ad-
vanced Sterling Municipal Library 
to the round of eight. 

“The library staff are super 
grateful to the community for the 

overwhelming support and we are 
encouraging Baytown to keep the 
votes coming,” said Baytown Li-
brarian Jamie Eustace. “We will 
need them to advance through the 
final rounds as the competition 
keeps getting tougher.”  

With nearly 800 more votes than 
Effingham Public Library in Eff-
ingham, Illinois, Baytown is now 
up against the C. Burr Artz Public 
Library in Frederick, Maryland. 

Voting is open through Friday, 

The Baytown Sun has begun ac-
cepting nominations for its annual 
Readers’ Choice Awards. The first 
ballot appears on Pages 6-7 today, 
and ballots will be published this 
month and into March.

The annual contest invites read-
ers to weigh in on which business-
es and individuals they think are 
the best in over 170 categories. 
Winners will receive a framed 
certificate they can display.

The awards are a good opportu-
nity for readers to share with oth-
ers their good finds in Baytown: 
a favorite place to go for seafood, 
hamburgers, service or margari-
tas.

The awards show support for 

people and businesses 
in the Baytown area. 
It lets them know their 
service in the

community doesn’t 
go unnoticed or unrec-
ognized.

Just look over the 
categories and jot down 
the names of those who 
should be recognized 
for outstanding ser-
vice. Readers can vote 
for all categories or as few as one.

Submitting your favorites is a 
good way to show your appreci-
ation to the businesses that take 
care of you. You can vote for 
the mechanic who’s never tried 

to pull a fast one on 
you or the dry cleaner 
who always perfectly 
starches your shirts.

Here are the guide-
lines:

1. Voters may cast 
one ballot.

2. Only official 
ballots from The 
Baytown Sun will be 
accepted. No photo-
copies.

3. Ballot deadline is March 16.
4. Completed ballots may be 

delivered to The Baytown Sun of-
fices in person at 1301 Memorial 
Drive or they may be sent by post-
al mail to The Baytown Sun, P.O. 

Box 90, Baytown Texas 77522.
5. Voters are asked to fill out as 

many of the categories as possi-
ble.

6. Voters are reminded to use 
complete names for people, if 
possible.

7. Voters are reminded to des-
ignate which site, by address or 
location, if the business has more 
than one operation in the commu-
nity.

It’s not a scientific survey. It’s 
a fun opportunity to recognize the 
best in town.

The intent is to highlight com-
munity favorites and to grant 
them bragging rights; at least, un-
til next year. 

Warrant roundup 
starting this week

EMMA DUNNAM

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Baytown will join the 300 
local law enforcement agen-
cies in Texas for the 2018 
Great Texas Warrant Roundup. 

Anyone who has an active 
arrest warrant on old, unpaid 
citations will have a chance to 
work out a payment plan with 
the city to avoid being arrest-
ed.

The “amnesty” will be of-
fered on three different days. 

The first is this Friday. Then, 
people with warrants can take 
advantage of the offer on Feb. 
23 and once again on March 
16. To take care of a warrant 
on any of these days, simply 
go to the Baytown Municipal 
Court, 3120 North Main St., or 
pay online at www.Baytown.
org. The court will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
those days. 

Participants are asked to 

BY CHRISTOPHER JAMES 
christopher.james@baytownsun.com 

The bingo board lights 
remain dark, light fixtures, 
exit signs and pieces of the 
Veteran of Foreign Wars 
Post 912 remain scattered 
across the main hall as Hur-
ricane Harvey repairs are 
ongoing. 

But members who have 
helped repair the historic 
post say they are optimis-
tic bingo can resume by the 
end of the month, which 
would bring back one of the 
organization’s largest reve-
nue generators. 

Members said it would 
take about $20,000 to fin-
ish repairs to the main 
building. And one mem-
ber, who wanted to remain 
anonymous, has pledged 
that if members could raise 
$10,000 that he or she 
would match it. 

“We really appreciate all 
the help we have received 
thus far,” said Post 912 
Commander Harold Sams. 
“But we want to get back 
to our purpose of helping 
veterans. Anything else we 
receive from the public will 
be greatly appreciated.” 

In pursuit of $10,000, 
members have already 
raised $2,000. 

When Harvey swept 
through the Baytown area, 
VFW Post 912 on N. Main 
Street took on more than a 
foot of water throughout 
its facility and the small-
er building at the back. 
Since then, members have 
raised about $40,000 for 
repairs and have used about 

Time again to choose the best of the best

SEE HUGS • PAGE 12 SEE WARRANT • PAGE 12

Down to eight: Sterling Library 
still in running for nation’s best

SEE LIBRARY • PAGE 12

VFW 
repairs 
roll on
Vets banking on 
return of bingo

SEE VFW • PAGE 11


