
BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Council members spent some time 
in Galveston last week for their annual 
retreat, and priorities took center stage 
over the two-day event. 

The retreat was the first one Jason 
Reynolds attended after recently being 
named the city manager.

“Fostering strong relationships is im-
portant when planning the future suc-
cess of Baytown,” Reynolds said. “As I 
begin my tenure as city manager, it was 
advantageous to do this with city coun-

cil as quickly as possible. I’m fortunate 
this annual retreat happened when it did. 
The retreat allowed us to focus on team 
building and empowered each of us with 
better communication skills to facilitate 
each of our goals for this great commu-
nity.”

Councilwoman Laura Alvarado, who 
represents District 1, said they wanted to 
ensure they addressed future priorities. 

“We talked about ensuring that we’re 
not overwhelming staff and our capabil-
ity of doing something impactful,” Al-
varado said. 
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He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting 
life.

~ John 5:24b

BIBLE VERSE

OBITUARIES

Page 4

COMMUNITY

SUNNEWS

75 years ago
Baytown was born. 
Albert Thomas, U.S. 
House Representative 
congratulates the city 
with a telegram to The 
Daily Sun.
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Boot the ‘Bucs
Be the home court 
advantage and cheer 
on the Lee College 
Navigators as they face 
Blinn on Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. in the Lee 
College Arena.
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HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY BAYTOWN

Covestro LLC has received the honor of be-
ing certified as a Top Employer in the United 
States by the Top Employers Institute. 

Covestro is considered a leading manufac-
turer of high-quality polymer materials. 

“When it comes to our employees and their 
work experience, we strive to provide an at-
mosphere in which employees are valued, 
are integral to the corporate culture, and un-

derstand how they directly contribute to the 
company’s goals,” Jennifer Pannill, head of 
recruiting and employer branding at Covestro 
LLC, said. “An important way that we do this 
is through our dedication to best-in-class Hu-
man Resource policies and practices.”

Pannill added that the Baytown Covestro 
site was instrumental in achieving this goal. 

 “Our Baytown site employees represent a 

critical component of our U.S. workforce,” 
Pannill said. “It is important that they are 
provided a safe work environment in which 
they can make real, tangible contributions to 
Covestro’s business strategies and long-term 
success.”

Covestro has been certified as a 2023 Top Employer in the United States by the Top Employers Institute.
Photos courtesy of Covestro

Covestro receives recognition 

as 2023 Top Employer in U.S.

Baytown celebrates 75

Baytown’s yearlong birthday celebration continues with the Baytown 
Historical Preservation Association’s Saturday History Lecture Series

BY WYBRA HOLLAND
Baytown Historical Preservation Association

The Baytown Historical Preservation Asso-
ciation will kick off its 2023 Saturday History 
Lecture Series with one of Baytown’s own—
Chuck Chandler.

The lecture will take place on Saturday, Jan-
uary 28, at 10 a.m. (doors open at 9:30 a.m.) at 
the Republic of Texas Plaza Barn, 5117 North 

Main Street in Baytown.
In continuing Baytown’s yearlong 75th 

birthday celebration, Chandler’s talk will be 
Cliff Notes on Baytown history from 1822 to 
1948.

Born and raised in Baytown, Chandler grad-
uated from Texas A&M and served 10 years in 
the U.S. Navy as a helicopter pilot. After retir-
ing from ExxonMobil, he worked another 14 
years for two contract companies. Chandler 

also taught Industrial Instrumentation as an 
adjunct instructor at Lee College for 10 years.

Past vice president of the Baytown Histor-
ical Preservation Association, Chandler cur-
rently serves as a member of the Harris Coun-
ty Historical Commission and the Chambers 
County Historical Commission. 
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Djahi Binet (15) muscles 

his way for a layup during 

Lee College’s win over 

Lamar State.

Baytown Sun photo by Chris Cody

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BAYTOWN!

BY CHUCK CHANDLER
Special to The Sun

Stewart Heights had become an incorporated city in 
1928, but they voted to dissolve the charter in 1930 
and Goose Creek considered annexation of Stewart 
Heights several times over the next few years. Plans in 
1933 were called off due to the depression and anoth-
er plan in 1937 broke down as well. But in November 
1940, the city of Goose Creek annexed Morrell Park 
and Stewart Heights. Morrell Park extended all the way 
to Goose Creek stream, forming a north arm that sur-
rounded a large tract of land of about 300 acres on the 
east side of the creek between Park Street and today’s 
Bicentennial Park. 

Priorities take the spotlight at council retreat


