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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Your rate will be fixed. 4.87% APR based upon a 
$125,000 loan total @ 180 months with a monthly payment of $972.29, with a total 
loan payoff of $175,012.20. Your annual percentage rate will be dependent upon total 
loan amount, term chosen, and individual financial circumstances. Rates based on 
an evaluation of each member’s credit history, loan to value (LTV), loan amount, loan 
purpose, and other factors; so, your rate and terms may differ. All loans are subject to 
credit approval. Under certain circumstances an escrow account for taxes and insurance 
may be required. Some restrictions may apply. Does not include taxes and insurance. 
Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. CRCU membership required. 
+Individual loan circumstances vary and actual funding may exceed stated 
timeframe. ^Check with your tax advisor for details. Offer subject to change 
or cancellation without notice.

WITH CRCU MORTGAGE 
REFINANCING

UNLOCK the Equity in your home!
RATES AS LOW AS 

4.87 
FOR 15 YEARS.

APPLY ONLINE AT CRCU.ORG/HOMEEQUITY OR CALL 281.422.3611

CRCU.org/Mortgage
NO LENDER FEES

 NO POINTS, ORIGINATION, UNDERWRITING OR PROCESSING FEES
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BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

It couldn’t have been a better 
day for the Texas Bud Heat Wave 
5-mile and Michelob Ultra 5K 
runs in Mont Belvieu on 4th of 
July.

With temperatures a bit cooler 
than in recent weeks, a total of 
701 runners began the events ac-
cording to race director for Run-
ning Alliance Sport Robby Sab-
ban and it turned out to be quite 
the day overall.

The race started and finished at 
Wismer Distributing Company.

“It was just great to be back 
out there after not having a race 
last year,” Sabban said.

Jonathan Robbins captured the 
Texas Bud Heat Wave 5-mile top 
spot with a time of 27.34.5, a 
personal best, while Jamie John-
ston was the fastest female, run-
ning a time of 34:01.2.

Winners of the Michelob Ultra 
5K were Ricardo Mijares (18:06) 
and Melissa Bittick (20:23.2).

Robbins, who left the Hous-
ton area to live with his family 
in Singapore for three years be-
fore they moved back recently, 
embraced the return to run where 
his roots lay.

“My thought was to get out 
hard because I know some of 
these guys have good kicks and 
I didn’t want to fall back or get 
caught in a crowd,” Robbins, 
who will attend the University of 
Wyoming beginning in the fall, 
said. “It was honestly a bit cool-
er, so it felt really good. There 
was a little bit of wind, other 
than that, that was about it.”

Mijares, who is from Venezu-
ela and moved to Houston five 
months ago, was pretty pleased 
with his overall performance.

“It was a good race,” Mijares 
said. “I wanted to enjoy the race 
and that is usually my goal, so it 
was super nice to win. It was my 
first race in the States, so it was 
special. The environment is dif-
ferent than back in Venezuela. It 
was good the attention from all 
the staff, so it was good, and I 
enjoyed the race a lot more.

“In Venezuela it is more casual 
and not super official with times 
and the bibs. You just run and get 
the time by yourself. This is a 
game changer for me in the dif-
ference from Venezuela and here 
and that’s why I enjoyed the race 
so much.”

Bittick, from Seabrook, did not 
personal best, but she uses these 
types of races to train for the 
Boston Marathon.

“I love the races and I missed 

last year a lot,” Bittick said. “If 
there is a race going on, I am 
usually there. Winning is always 
a blessing and to be able to run 
and be healthy is a gift. It was 
something I was taking for grant-
ed after it was taken away.

“Having that support all around 
you helps you and it pushed me 
to the win. I have been running 
all summer and it was cooler so 
that was nice, and the path was 
different than previous years – 
it was all paved. Once we got 
clear of the five-milers it was a 
straight shoot and a great course 
for a 5K.”

Texas Bud Heat Wave 

5-mile race

Top Male: 1. Jonathan Rob-

bins, 27:35.6; 2. Peter Lawrence, 
28:59; 3. Chris Robbins, 29:25.7.

Top Female: Jamie John-
ston, 34:08.1; 2. Allie Sulaitis, 
35:47.4; 3. Ashleigh Erwin, 
36:00.7.

Michelob Ultra 5K:

Top Male: 1. Ricardo Mi-
jares, 18:06; 2. Audrey Gib-
son, 19:29.5; 3. Javier Gomez, 
19:57.9.

Top Female: 1. Melissa Bit-
tick, 20:23.2; 2. Tammy Gra-
do, 24:24.3; 3. Pamela Wallace, 
25:16.4.

For a list of all the winners 
check the Baytown Sun web-
site. For a complete list of times 
and results visit https://texas-
5milerun.org/results/.

Races bring in over 700 runners

Entrants for this weekend’s Texas Bud Heat Wave and Michelob Ultra runs in Mont Belvieu took time to honor 
the flag before hitting the paths Sunday. (Photo submitted by Jacob Power)

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Mont Belvieu is now official-
ly a place where moviemakers 
could choose for their next box 
office smash. 

The Texas Film Commission 
presented the City of Mont Bel-
vieu with a Texas Film Friendly 
Certification, making them one 
of 150 in the state to have such 
recognition. 

“This has been a multi-step 
process that I have been working 
on attaining for Mont Belvieu 
since March of 2020,” Brian Li-
gon, Mont Belvieu spokesman, 
said. “The most critical portions 
of the process were having the 
city council approve filming 
guidelines and a fee schedule 
for productions that may want to 
consider Mont Belvieu as a loca-

tion and also submitting multiple 
potential filming locations to the 
Texas Film Commission’s loca-
tion finder.”

Ligon said they already have 
a movie being filmed in the city. 

“We do have one small student 
film that has already filed for a 
permit; it will be a one-day shoot 
with a small crew that will take 
place at City Park,” Ligon said. 
“And, while it may not be a Hol-
lywood blockbuster, it does un-
derscore that Mont Belvieu is a 
desirable production location. 
I am very proud that we have 
achieved this certification for 
the city. It is my hope that it will 
yield a production coming here 
that will be economically ben-
eficial to our community while 
showcasing Mont Belvieu in a 
positive light.”

Kim LeBlanc, Texas Film 

Commission spokeswoman, said 
the ball began to roll when Ligon 
reached out to their office with 
an interest in the Film Friendly 
Texas program. He also attended 
a Film Friendly Texas training 
workshop held by the TFC in 
March 2020 to gain additional 
insight on the film, TV, commer-
cial and digital media production 
industries.

After completing the three re-
quired steps for Film Friendly 
Certification, the city was certi-
fied. 

“When projects reach out to 
our office here at the Texas Film 
Commission for more informa-
tion about filming in Mont Bel-
vieu, we are able to quickly and 
easily connect them with Brian, 
our designated community part-
ner in Mont Belvieu,” LeBlanc 
said. “This is so that projects in-

terested in filming in Mont Bel-
vieu can hit the ground running 
and be made aware of all that 
Mont Belvieu has to offer as a 
media production destination. 
We are proud and excited to have 
Mont Belvieu as a recent addi-
tion to the Film Friendly Texas 
program and as one of our re-
cently Film Friendly Texas cer-
tified communities.”

LeBlanc said there are many 
benefits to being a film-friendly 
certified city. 

“When a film, TV, commercial 
or digital media project lands in 
a community, the opportunity 
for local spending, local hiring, 
and positive economic impact is 
immediate,” she said. “On-loca-
tion filming activity and digital 
media production stimulate local 
economies by creating jobs for 
Texas-based crew members and 

local residents alike, while also 
generating on-site spending on 
local goods and services at small 
businesses. This type of econom-
ic impact includes but is not lim-
ited to lodging, catering, trans-
portation, location fees, lumber 
and construction supplies, local 
hires, and much more.”

Some examples of film-friend-
ly communities include Lock-
hart, Texas, which became cer-
tified in 2016. Now, the town 
serves as the key filming location 
for HBO’s TV series, “The Left-
overs.” 

LeBlanc said Lockhart was 
chosen as a filming destination 
for a wide range of reasons, in-
cluding its historic downtown 
and restored courthouse, its 
proximity to Austin, and its rich 
production history as a Film 
Friendly certified community.

Mont Belvieu receives state film-friendly status

CHAMBERS COUNTY WEEKLY

Mont Belvieu coun-
cil approved rezoning 49 
acres of land owned by 
South Lake from rural use 
to suburban residential. 

City Planner Ken Bar-
nadyn noted that the item 
the rezoned land is located 
south of Lakes of Cham-
pion Subdivision Section 
No. 3 and North of Icet 
Creek Crossing Subdivi-
sion Section No. 2. 

Council also approved 
the South lake subdivi-
sion’s final plat. Barnadyn 
said the Final Plat Plan 
proposes 109 residential 
lots and five reserves, and 
it is consistent with the 
proposed master plan. It 
was also constructed all at 
once. 

There will be two access 
points connecting the re-
zoned subdivisions.

The residential lots will 
have a minimum area of 
10,400 square feet, with 
minimum lot dimensions 
featuring widths of 80 feet 
and depths of 130 feet. 

The maximum lot size 
will be 18,866 square feet, 
and the South Lake Subdi-
vision will have an average 
lot size of 11,958 square 
feet.

For more information on 
the plan contact 888-425-
1638.

– Matt Hollis

Rezoning 
plan 
moving 
forward

Mont Belvieu links 2,000th home to broadband service
CHAMBERS COUNTY WEEKLY

Three years after launching 
MB Link, Texas’ first munici-
pally owned broadband utility, 
the City of Mont Belvieu cel-
ebrated bringing the 2,000th 
home onto the network. 

The Botello family was pleas-
antly surprised to be greeted by 
Mayor Nick Dixon, City Man-
ager Nathan Watkins, MB Link 
Broadband Network Engineer 
Dwight Thomas and other city 
staff for their installation ap-
pointment. 

The Botello Family quickly 

found out what made this instal-
lation special as city officials 
presented them with a special 
MB Link gift basket and cake to 
celebrate the occasion.

“We are so glad to be in Mont 
Belvieu,” said homeowner Bry-
an Botello. “And have already 
heard so many wonderful things 
about MB Link and the commu-
nity as a whole.”

Mayor Nick Dixon said “It’s 
hard to believe that we already 
have 2000 homes on MB Link. 
It seems like just the other day 
they were doing the very first 
installation at my house. This 

shows me that the decision we 
made as a council to build this 
network was the right one. I’m 
really proud of MB Link and the 
sense of reliability it’s brought 
to our residents.”

Dwight Thomas, director 
of broadband and information 
technology service, said, “To-
day is another great milestone 
for MB Link and the City of 
Mont Belvieu. Two thousand is 
so much more than a number, 
It’s the result of the efforts of so 
many including our city leader-
ship, technical teams, vendors, 
partners, and the community at 

large.” 
“While this 2000th install is 

very exciting, we truly celebrate 
each person that subscribes to 
our network. It’s true the net-
work is growing, but its purpose 
remains the same; We are MB 
Link, we’re here to serve you, 
and we’ve built this network 
just for you!” Thomas said.

In the last three years, MB 
Link has become the trusted 
source for internet service in 
Mont Belvieu. The city-owned 
and operated data utility now 
boasts a 75% penetration rate 
among current residents. The 

City of Mont Belvieu is now 
looking at ways to use the net-
work to further enhance the 
community through various 
“smart city” initiatives and ex-
ploring business options with 
national telecommunications 
providers.

MB Link makes gigabit inter-
net service available to 100% 
of homes and businesses with-
in the Mont Belvieu city limits. 
The fully fiber-optic redundant 
ring network boasts speed, reli-
ability, and hometown customer 
service for just $75 a month for 
residential service.
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