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Development proposal offered to Mont Belvieu
Council to consider new vision for city
BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Big changes are on the horizon for Mont Belvieu if the city
council agrees to a proposal by
McGrath Real Estate Partners to
enter into a development agreement for about 1,300 acres owned
by descendants of the Wilburn
family.
Randy Hopper, who is both a
member of the Wilburn family
and a member of the McGrath
firm, presented the vision to the
Mont Belvieu Council Wednesday night.
The developers are asking the
council to begin negotiations for a
development agreement that will
guide work expected to take about
15 years.
The development agreement

would contain guidelines shaping
the development to meet the needs
of both the city and the owners.
It would allow for some flexibility as market needs change, but
would get both parties to commit
now to maintain a predictable
framework for development.
Over time, Hopper said, the development is expected to include
about 5,542 single-family homes,
56 acres of commercial development, 33 acres of recreational facilities and 307 acres of outdoor
amenities, including ponds, waterways and trails.
There would also be one
multi-family apartment complex
of about 350 units.
If the project is approved as
presented, the first component
would be on the northwest corner
of the intersection of FM 565 and

Eagle Drive, around the current
city hall complex.
The plan calls for the new city
hall building, currently planned
to be in front of the current buildings to instead be built behind the
current city hall, near the existing
fire and EMS building. A new fire
and EMS building would be built
nearby, closer to Eagle Drive.
That placement would have
City Hall anchor a town plaza
area, with space for community
activities, restaurants and retail.
Surrounding the plaza area
would be the highest density
housing of the whole development, with the apartment complex

and about 120 single-family lots.
In size and appearance, the single-family homes would resemble a small-town downtown area,
with an emphasis on walkability
and home sizes optimized for
new homeowners or empty-nesters.
A new apartment complex is
being developed onwed many of
its residents moving out when
they purchase a house and he expects this would similarly attract
new area residents who want
to allow a few months to find a
house to buy.
Hopper said that if the city
agrees to the plan, work on the
first phase would begin within
weeks or months, not years.
The second phase of the project would be across Eagle Drive,
with retail development on the
northeast corner of the FM 565/
Eagle Drive intersection with

single-family developments surrounding it.
The residential area would feature a lake and walking trails.
Hopper acknowledged that significant negotiations will be required to bring the agreement to
fruition, and said the final development document will likely be
400-500 pages long and have extensive detail about construction
and appearance requirements.
It will also require the creation
of three municipal utility districts
and a management district. The
MUDs would be for the construction of utilities, but all service
would be provided by the city as
it is for other neighborhoods.
Mayor Nick Dixon said discussion of the proposal will be on
the agenda at the Monday council
meeting for discussion as economic development in executive
session.

Deputies take down scammers
Florida trio caught
with drugs, fake
debit cards, cash
BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Three people were arrested in
Chambers County after deputies
conducted a traffic stop that yielded drugs, fake debit cards, and a
large sum of money.
Two of the three suspects also
attempted to evade arrest.
Chambers County Sheriff Brian
Hawthorne said at about 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Deputy Ethan Kahla,
accompanied by his K-9 partner,
Harvey, stopped a black 2019
Chevrolet Tahoe with California license plates at the 802-mile
marker of Interstate 10 East in
Baytown.
The driver was identified as
23-year-old David Christopher
Whatley, of Miramar, Florida.
The front passenger was identified
as Kristel Celestina Omier, 29, of
Miami Gardens, Florida, and the
rear passenger was identified as
22-year-old Abraham Louis.
“After making contact with the
occupants, Deputy Kahla smelled
the odor of marijuana emitting
from within the vehicle,” Hawthorne said.
Hawthorne said Detective
Cody Burk then arrived on scene
to assist in conducting a probable
cause search of the vehicle.
“As deputies were searching
the vehicle, they located a large
sum of money and multiple debit
cards with other subject’s names

Chambers County Deputy Ethan Kahla, left, and Detective Cody Burk are
pictured with K-9 officer Harvey following a bust that netted thousands of
dollars and drugs.

hidden inside the vehicle,” Hawthorne said. “Deputies attempted
to detain the occupants of the vehicle, but the driver, Whatley, fled
on foot along the interstate feeder
road.”

Hawthorne said Omier took
off in the Tahoe and headed eastbound away from the traffic stop
leaving Louis in Detective Burk’s
custody.
Responding deputies pursued

Omier as she headed eastbound
underneath the Trinity River
Bridge.
“Omier drove the Tahoe into
the mud underneath the bridge
and got the vehicle stuck,” Hawthorne said.
Omier was arrested by deputies and the Department of Public
Safety Troopers.
Deputies searched the truck and
found $85,050 in cash, 63 identification cards of people in California, 1.1 ounces of marijuana,
and 10 grams of THC Gummies,
which is marijuana candy.
“The cash was seized as proceeds from money laundering,”
Hawthorne said.
In the search for Whatley,
Hawthorne said deputies went to
where he was last seen, near the
Lanai subdivision. However, after searching for hours, deputies
came up empty.
“But with the assistance of concerned citizens, Whatley was seen
on this morning trying to walk out
of the Lanai subdivision,” Hawthorne said. “The concerned citizens contacted dispatch and advised them of a suspicious person
in the Lanai neighborhood who fit
the description of the driver who
fled on foot.”
According to Hawthorne, deputies arrived on the scene quickly,
and, after a brief foot pursuit, were
able to catch and arrest Whatley.
Whatley was booked into the
Chambers County Jail on charges
of evading arrest, money laundering, a third-degree felony, fraud
use/possession of identifying information of more than 50 items,
a first-degree felony, and possession of a controlled substance.
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Chambers County adopts budget
with slightly lower tax rate
BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

The Chambers County Commissioners Court has
unanimously adopted its new budget. It is based on the
no-new revenue tax rate of $0.53949 per $100 of valuation, a slight decrease from last year’s rate, which
was $0.542058 per $100 of valuation.
“This budget will raise the same amount of revenue from property taxes as last year’s budget,” County
Judge Jimmy Sylvia said. “The property tax revenue
to be raised from new property added to the tax roll
this year is $5,568,634.”
The budget begins Jan. 1, 2021, and ends in December.
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The final day for Texas
voters to register for the November 3 election is Monday. The last day to request
a ballot via mail is Oct. 23.
Thanks to Gov. Abbott’s
proclamation, the early voting period now runs Oct. 13
through Oct. 30.
Abbott added six days to
the early voting period with
a proclamation. The initial
date was Oct. 19. The governor has cited COVID-19
concerns as to why he made
the change. For Chambers
County voting information,
visit www.co.chambers.tx.us/page/elections.

The overall budget totals $141.3 million. It includes
$11.8 million for road and bridges, $6.6 million for
debt service, $4.8 million for school equalization,
$56.7 million in the general fund, $4.9 million in enterprise funds, $2.7 million for emergency management services, and $53.5 million in special revenue.
Sylvia said based on certified appraised values by
the Chambers County Appraisal District, $11.59 billion in values were reported, a 10.5% increase from
the previous year.
Industry made up 69% of the total valuation, while
residential was the other 31%.
To view the entire approved budget, visit www.
co.chambers.tx.us/page/auditor.financial.transparency
and scroll down to the “2021 PDF” link.
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State to update
county cases on
a weekly basis
BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The Texas Department
of State Health Services
released its first district-by-district breakdown
of school COVID-19 reports Thursday as more students across the state return
to classroom instruction.
Technical issues delayed
this week’s release, but the
weekly reports are planned
for release each Wednesday, reflecting the numbers for the previous Monday-Sunday week.
Statewide numbers have
been released weekly since
Aug. 2, but not broken
down by district until now.
Barbers Hill and Anahuac were the first area districts to return to in-person
instruction.
Barbers Hill ISD reported one new case the week
ending Sept. 10, a student
in grades 4-6. Since the
start of the fall semester,
Barbers Hill has reported
five students diagnosed
(two in grades 4-6 and three
in grades 7-12) and two
staff members. All contacted the illness off campus,
the district reported.
Anahuac ISD reported no
new cases the week ending Sept. 10. Since school
started, one staff member
has been diagnosed, and no
students.
Chambers County Public
Health spokeswoman Samantha Humphrey said all
cases were reported to the
county.
“Public Health works
very closely with all school
districts when positive cases are discovered. Each case
is evaluated and any new
prevention methods that are
needed are discussed and
then implemented by the
school district,” she said.
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