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Cori Carraway wanted to do something to tick away 
the doldrums of being stuck at home without school or 
track and field, so she wanted to stay busy.

Oh, and while doing that, become a hero as well.
Combined with the help of her mother Holly, the Car-

raways of Mont Belvieu – by way of some help from oth-
ers – decided it was the right time to help make protective 
medical masks as the world battles the COVID-19 pan-
demic that has relegated to their homes for the majority 
of their time.

“My daughter, who is an amateur seamstress, has been 
sewing with her grandmother and myself,” Holly said. 
“She came to me after she saw a video of someone in a 
homemade mask. She said, ‘let’s do this’ and make some 
masks. So, I called a friend to see if she had any mate-
rial.”

What has turned into 1,000 yards of thread and 70 com-
pleted mask enterprise started after family friend, Tanya 
Sled, got the Carraways their first 10 yards to start.

“She had a bunch of fabrics for me and dropped it on 
our porch,” Holly said. “My daughter and I started cut-
ting up patterns. We found a lot of patterns online and 
found some that were easy for her. The intention was to 
just keep her busy with something to do.

“She’s involved in track and tennis, so this has really 
impacted her,” Holly said. 

The idea was posted on Holly’s social media accounts 
and others started to get on board and tagging nursing 
friends who have since reached out to the Carraways 
since this began last week.

“I’ve been connecting with all sorts of people,” Holly 
said. “The current supply of masks is so low, we’ve had 
a huge outreach from local medical professionals: respi-

ratory therapists, nurses in assisted living facilities, and 
even a nurse working seven 12-hour shifts at a prison 
right now. 

“So, we are just going to keep making masks as long as 
there is a need. For a lot of people, the masks that they’re 
issued may have to last them all shift. So, they’re going 
to wear our masks over the issued ones as an added layer 
of protection.”

The masks are made with a combination of cotton and 
elastic head bands to make them work. They also include 
coffee filters – supported by the Center for Disease Con-
trol so they can change out the filters if they can’t change 
out their masks.  Spencer Carraway, the family patriarch 
suggested the use of plastic headbands to keep hair out 
of one’s face and picked up a bundle at the dollar store.

“We are doing this for free,” Holly said. “We average 
about 10 a day. We don’t send a goal, but we try to make 
at least six a day.”

On Tuesday, Houston Methodist contacted the family 
telling them they can now accept homemade masks and 
Holly was to deliver three of them soon as possible.

Cori, a seventh grader at Barbers Hill Middle School 
South student, took the reins of the project.

“Cori has kind of taken the reins for the project,” Holly 
said. “She’s really involved in service. She loves to vol-
unteer her time when she can. She isn’t one who wants to 
sit idly and do nothing. 

Cori and Holly Carraway have been working hard to create Personal Protective Equipment medical masks in light of a 
shortage as the COVID-19 pandemic grips the nation. (Photo by Payson Carraway)

Mont Belvieu mom, daughter 
duo use talents to sew masks

“We are just going to keep 
making masks as long as 

there is a need”
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AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Republican Gov. Greg Abbott 
said Tuesday that Texas’ schools will stay closed through 
at least May and imposed restrictions that doctors and 
even his critics say amount to a stay-at-home order for 
the state — despite Abbott refusing to call it that.

Most governors have now imposed stay-at-home or-
ders as coronavirus cases mount in the U.S., but Abbott 
has rejected doing so for his state of 29 million people. 
And his efforts Tuesday to explain what is allowed and 
what isn’t under his new executive order was at times so 
cloudy that aides were left trying later to clarify.

Abbott’s order states that “every person in Texas shall, 
except where necessary to provide or obtain essential ser-
vices, minimize social gatherings and minimize in-person 
contact with people who are not in the same household.” 
Essential services include grocery stores and health care 

providers, among a long list of other things.
Democrats and leaders of Texas hospitals — who hours 

earlier had urged the governor in a letter that the time 
had come to “send a clear message” — said they were 
left with the impression that Abbott had issued a stay-
at-home order. Abbott, however, soundly rejected that 
language.

“This is not a stay-at-home strategy. A stay-at-home 
strategy would mean that you have to stay home,” Abbott 
said. “This is a standard based upon essential services 
and essential activities.”

State Rep. Chris Turner, the leading Democrat in the 
Texas House, called the announcement “confusing at 
times” but a step in the right direction. “For whatever 
reason, the governor was unwilling to call this a stay-at-
home order,’” Turner said. 

Governor closes all schools through May
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The 2020 hurricane 
season is expected to have 
above normal numbers of 
tropical storms and hur-
ricanes which could lead 
to a very busy season 
according to experts at 
an AccuWeather briefing 
Tuesday. 

Daniel Kottlowski, 
Expert Senior Meteorol-
ogist at AccuWeather, 
noted that there is some 
potential for this season 
to become a “hyper-ac-
tive” year with more than 
20 tropical storms. This 
could happen if the El 
Niño–Southern Oscilla-
tion pattern transitions 
into a La Nina phase by 
September.

Analog years chosen 
for this season suggest a 
good chance for multiple 
impact on the U.S. main-
land. One of those years, 
2005, was the most active 
Atlantic hurricane sea-
son on record 27 named 
storms and 15 hurricanes 
including Katrina and 
Rita.

However, other com-
parative years include 
1952, 1959, 1978 and 
1980 which only saw two 
major hurricanes form 
compared to 2005’s sev-
en. 

“Going from an ENSO 
pattern to a normal pat-
tern into possibly, La 
Nina, the atmosphere un-
dergoes a change not only 
in the Pacific, but forcing 
other things to happen in 
the Atlantic,” Kottlowski 
said. “If we see a La Nina 
develop quickly in the Pa-
cific like it did in 2005, 
it creates sinking air and 
motion in the Pacific and 
creates compensating up-
ward motion in the At-
lantic. Simply put when 
you have upward motion, 
clouds and precipitation 
forms and hurricanes 
form more readily.

“There are some dif-
ferences this year from 
2005. Even though water 
temperatures were warm 
in 2005, the temperature 
in the gulf and Caribbe-
an were super warm. We 
don’t have that yet. That 
may evolve and that’s 
something we will have 
to take a look at.”

Kottlowski added that 

this year and 2005 are 
similar but the ENSO 
patterns must be watched 
before knowing more for 
sure. 

“We won’t know that 
until July or August,” 
Kottlowski said. “If the 
waters in the Pacific get 
really cool and you notice 
the trend is in place. Right 
now, water temperatures 
aren’t cooling as much as 
in certain years that you 
would expect, so that is 
good news. It means it is 
very slow to do so.”

Becky DePodwin, 
emergency management 
and preparedness spe-
cialist for AccuWeather 
noted that residents and 
interests along the coast 
should be fully prepared 
for a direct impact, in-
cluding the Caribbean. A 
hurricane plan being put 
in place is highly advised 
and to review it before the 
season starts in June.

“There is a lot we can 
be doing now that we are 
sitting home with more 
free time than we usual-
ly have,” DePodwin said, 
citing the COVID-19 
pandemic. “Talk to your 
home insurance agent. 
Find out if you are in a 
flood plain or not and if 
you have flood insurance 
or not. Take an invento-
ry of your home and see 
what has value to you and 
all of that should be doc-
umented for insurance. 
Take pictures of those 
and important documents 
like passwords and birth 
certificates in a secure lo-
cation that would not be 
impacted by water.

“Have you hurricane 
kits ready. You need one 
gallon of water per per-
son per three days and get 
three days of food.”

Southeast Texas was hit 
by a hurricane in all but 
one ESNO-based analog 
year provided – 1952.

A Sea-Surface Tem-
perature Anomaly Fore-
cast map for August-Oc-
tober noted that Southeast 
Texas is expected to see 
above normal Atlantic 
temperatures and began 
doing so as early as Jan-
uary.

If this occurs during the 
late part of the hurricane 
season, there should be 
near-to-above normal de-
velopment potential.

Experts predict 
‘above average’ 
storm season


