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*All loans subject to credit approval. ^Under certain circumstances, private mortgage insurance (PMI) and an escrow account for taxes and insurance may be required. Other eligibility includes a credit score of 680 or greater, no 
bankruptcy in the previous 36 months, debt-to-income ratio not to exceed 43%, and loan-to-value ratio not to exceed 95%. Other credit and income qualifications will apply. Minimum finance amount of $75,000. Offer does not 
include FHA, VA, and USDA mortgages or other government backed mortgage loans. Investment properties and Jumbo Loans are not eligible for this offer. Verifiable employment required and time on job required of 1 year plus. 
Real estate promotions cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain other credit and income qualifications may apply. CRCU reserves the right to cancel or change these promotions at any time. Please contact a representative 
for more details. CRCU membership required. Offer expires 08/31/20.
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BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Early voting for a runoff race between 
an incumbent Chambers County Pct. 3 
commissioner and his challenger began 
on Monday.

Early voting for the primary runoffs 
runs through July 2 and then picks up 
again July 6 through July 10. Election 
Day is July 14. 

Gary R. Nelson Sr., the current Pct. 3 
commissioner, is being challenged by 
Tommy Hammond, a longtime Chambers 
County resident. After the Super Tuesday 
vote in March, Nelson and Hammond, both  

Republicans, emerged as 
the two vying for the seat 
after the other two chal-
lengers - Ricky Shelton and 
Jef Farrell – did not receive 
20% of the vote. Nelson re-
ceived 28.21%, while Ham-
mond received 33.36%.

The runoff winner will 
not have a Democrat chal-
lenger in the general election in Novem-
ber. 

The original runoff date was set for 
May 26, but Gov. Greg Abbott announced 
the date was being moved to July due to 

the COVID-19 threat. 
Early voting in Chambers 

County for the runoffs is 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 
29 through July 2 at the 
Main Branch Conference 
Room, located in the Cham-
bers County Courthouse 
Annex, 2128 State Highway 
61, Anahuac.

Early voting picks up again from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. July 6 through 10 at all branches, 
including the Main Branch. 

The other early voting branch locations 
are:

• Winnie Branch Justice of the Peace, 
Pct. 1 Courtroom, East Chambers County 
Courthouse Annex 211 Broadway Ave-
nue, Winnie

• Mont Belvieu Branch County Clerk’s 
Office, West Chambers County Court-
house Annex, 10616 Eagle Drive, Mont 
Belvieu

• Cedar Bayou Branch Justice of the 
Peace, Pct. 6 Courtroom, Cedar Bayou 
Community Building 7711 Highway 146 
Baytown

For voting information in Chambers 
County, visit www.co.chambers.tx.us/
page/elections

Chambers Co. commissioner seat up for grabs 
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BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Barbers Hill ISD board members got a look at plans for 
two new intermediate schools.

A representative from Cre8 Architects of Houston pre-
sented plans for Intermediate School North and Intermedi-
ate School South.

He said the architects set a goal of having the two similar 
in their educational space, but giving each a distinctive look 
and feel. The only significant difference between the edu-
cational spaces within the schools is that only Intermediate 
North will have a life skills area.

Each school is designed to accommodate grades 4-6, with 
each grade having its own “learning community” that will 
minimize the need for students of different grades to inter-
act.

Each learning community is centered around a wide cor-
ridor that includes tables and seating areas so that small 
group work can be spread out, and also has its own set of 
rest rooms. Each learning area can also be isolated in a lock-
down.

The schools also have gyms, a cafeteria with a stage, li-
brary, space for art and performing arts, and two courtyards.

At the suggestion of teachers, he said, the courtyards con-
tain learning elements and an outdoor teaching area.

The north campus, he said, has an industrial look and a 
recurring theme is an eagle’s nest. The south campus, which 
is positioned to look out over existing trees, has an eagle’s 
perch theme, and a more nature-themed look.

BH board reviews 
plans for new schools

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Barbers Hill ISD super-
intendent Greg Poole told 
board members he would be 
meeting with senior admin-
istrators to face the district’s 
most pressing issue: “How 
do we continue in this 
COVID-19 environment?”

“Increasingly the diffi-
culty is, without a sense of 
purpose or leadership from 
the very top, we are basical-
ly being told, ‘Have school; 
we need you to have athlet-
ics, but follow all the guide-
lines,” he said.

“That is absolutely im-
possible. You cannot put 
kids in a school bus and 
keep them 6 feet apart. You 
cannot play football and use 
social distancing.”

“If we’re charged to have 
school, we’re going to do 
it in a wonderful way and 
we’re going to do it in an 
instructionally rich way and 
we’re going to benefit our 
kids, but the reality is, it’s 
just like the bond election. 
There is some risk.

“It’s not a matter of a 
risk-free environment. It’s a 

matter of appropriate risk,” 
Poole said.

He said he agreed with 
the position of the state and 
federal government that 
school needs to resume, as 
even the best distance learn-
ing cannot do as much as 
in-person instruction and 
students need to return to a 
sense of normality.

He said the schools will 
perform their mission of 
education in the safest way 
possible. “All we can guar-
antee is that we’ll do our 
dead-level best to be safe 
and to be common-sensi-
cal.”

Direction from the state 
is to move ahead with 
school and football, Poole 
said. “All that’s all fine, but 
somebody at the top needs 
to stand up and say, ‘We 
understand there is risk, and 
this is our new policy.’”

Poole said the district has 
yet to decide if any alterna-
tives will be provided to tra-
ditional classroom teaching, 
though he did note that par-
ents have the right to home-
school their children if they 
are not comfortable with 
sending them to school.

Assessing risks, 
safety at school
Barbers Hill administrators plan 
for challenges during pandemic

Mont Belvieu approves ATM, ITM limit in zoning area
BY MARK FLEMING

mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

The Mont Belvieu City Council voted Monday 
to limit the number of freestanding Automatic 
Teller Machines and Interactive Teller Machines 
in the Village Mixed Use zoning area to one of 
each.

An ITM—Interactive Teller Machine—is similar to an 
ATM, but has the ability of let the customer interact with 
bank staff by video connection and may offer other addi-
tional services.

The Village Mixed Use zoning area essentially covers 

the Eagle Drive corridor from Inter-
state 10 to just north of FM 565. It 
restricts the kind of businesses that 
may locate in the area to preserve 
the sense of a small-town downtown 
area.

City spokesman Brian Ligon said 
the city already has one freestanding 

ATM at Eagle Drive and FM 565, so no more may be add-
ed.

The ordinance does not affect ATMs or ITMs that are 
on the premises of a bank, credit union or other financial 
institution.

Former Lee College and Barbers Hill volleyball player Jessica Hardin announces on Twitter Tuesday night she had found 
a new sports home at Blinn College. Hardin was forced to scramble to find a new program after Lee announced it was 
suspending athletics for the 2020-21 sports calendar. See story on Page 2.

Sheriff Brian Hawthorne and 
Crime Stoppers is asking for the 
public’s assistance locating the per-
son, or persons, responsible for the 
murder of a well-known business-
man in the Double Bayou area of 
Chambers County.  

On Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 
approximately 8:05 a.m., Deputies 
from the Chambers County Sheriff’s 
Office were dispatched to the home 
of Scott Privat, in the 10000 block 
of FM 562, in reference to a pos-
sible deceased persons call.  When 
deputies arrived, Scott R. Privat, age 
50, was found deceased with obvi-

ous signs of foul play 
present.  Criminal acts 
are believed to have 
occurred sometime 
during the late night 
hours after 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 
18, 2020 to sometime 
before 8 a.m. on the 
morning of Thursday, 

March 19, 2020.  A report by the 
Jefferson County Medical Examiner 
listed the cause of death as murder, 
by a gunshot wound, which is con-
sistent with evidence found at the 
crime scene.  

If you heard or saw anything that 
you think may be useful in the in-
vestigation into Scott Privat’s death, 
we encourage you to contact the 
Chambers County Sheriff’s Office 
at (409)267-2500 or CALL Crimes-
toppers at 844-860-8477 (844-
860-TIPS). You can remain COM-
PLETELY ANONYMOUS and 
could be eligible for a $30,000.00 
CASH REWARD if you provide 
information which leads to a con-
viction of the individual and/or in-
dividuals that are responsible for the 
murder of Scott Privat.  

Crime Stoppers ups reward in Chamber Co. case

PRIVAT


