
H I B A C H I
GRILL & BUFFET

Celebrating 9 Year Anniversary
HAPPY HOUR!

Senior Citizens 60+ $7.45

Mon-Thurs • 2-5 pm 3703 Garth Road, Baytown • 281-838-8168

One child w/adult, child under 8 years old Eats Free

• None today

Partly cloudy • Page 2

All who rely on observing 
the law are under a curse, 
for it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who does not 
continue to do everything 
written in the Book of 
the Law.” Clearly no one 
is justified before God by 
the law, because, “The 
righteous will live by 
faith.” — Galatians 3:10-11
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‘Stalling tactic’
Toilet fails as hiding 
place for Crosby man

High

77
Low

64

WEATHER

Page 5

Slipping away
Magnolia West scores 
late to close out GCM in 
8-4 Spring Break win 
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STOCKS REBOUND FOLLOWING DAY OF HISTORIC LOSSES PAGE 8

SUNNEWS

Associated Press photo by Yi-Chin Lee

Greenpeace USA protesters dangle from the Fred Hartman 
Bridge in September in Baytown. A portion of the Ship Channel 
was closed after about a dozen Greenpeace USA activists pro-
testing the use of fossil fuels suspended themselves from a bridge 
ahead of a Democratic presidential debate. 

Protesters cleared of felony 
charges in bridge stunt

BY MATT HOLLIS

matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

Prosecutors have cleared felony 
charges against 23 Greenpeace ac-
tivists that dangled by ropes off the 
Fred Hartman Bridge in Septem-
ber to protest fossil fuels. A Harris 
County grand jury also indicted the 
protesters for obstructing a high-
way or other passageway on the 
same day.  

Dane Schiller, Harris County 

District Attorney’s Office spokes-
man, addressed why the felony 
charges were dropped. 

“Prosecutors looked further into 
the incident, applied the law, and 
presented all the evidence to grand 
jurors for consideration,” Schiller 
said. 

Schiller said the Greenpeace 
activists caused havoc with their 
protest.

“The defendants descended on 
Houston from around the country 

to disrupt the port in a publicity 
stunt, but what they did was endan-
ger first responders, cost taxpayers 
$420,000, and private business un-
told millions of dollars,” he said.

The protest resulted in a major 
traffic snarl. Emergency person-
nel were kept busy, making sure 
the protesters did not fall into the 
waters of the Houston Ship Chan-
nel as well as keeping vehicles at a 
safe distance from the Greenpeace 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Census time is here — you should re-
ceive a letter from the Census Bureau in 
the next week or so about the nationwide 
count that has been held every 10 years 
since 1790.

The Census Bureau estimates that 
there are 143 million households in the 
United States — and 95% of them should 
receive census information in the mail 
between Thursday and March 20.

For the first time ever, most people 
will be able to respond online or by tele-
phone. The invitation you receive in the 
mail will contain a Census ID for your 
online or phone response. If you don’t 
respond, you’ll get a couple of remind-
ers in the mail, then a paper version of 

the questionnaire. So, if you don’t want 
to respond online, just wait a few weeks 
and you’ll be able to respond by mail.

Francesca Linder, principal planning 
manager for the City of Baytown, said 
the response form, in whatever format, is 
simple. For a single person, it has nine 
questions; if your household has more 
than one person, there are seven that are 
repeated for each additional member of 
the household.

Questions include each person’s name, 
date of birth, sex and race. For additional 
household members, it also asks for each 
person’s relationship to “Person 1.” For 
the household as a whole, it asks how 
many people live there, if the residence 
is owned or rented and a telephone 
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Census time has arrived
Online, telephone response available for first time

SEE CENSUS • PAGE 8

BY MATT HOLLIS
matt.hollis@baytownsun.com

City and school district 
officials are approaching 
the outbreak of the respi-
ratory illness, referred to as 
coronavirus or COVID-19, 
with seriousness, but are 
also cautious not to go 
overboard. 

The City of Baytown of-
ficials say they are drawing 
information from resourc-
es on how to prepare in 
case the outbreak touches 
Baytown. 

“We are sending people 
with questions to Harris 
County for information as 
they are our local health 
authority,” Alice Jauregui, 
City of Baytown spokes-
woman. “We understand 
people are concerned, and 
if the situation escalates or 
necessitates action, we will 
inform the public of the 
proper steps to take. Until 
then, we will continue to 
remain engaged in ongoing 
conversations with federal, 
state and local experts and 
authorities on the subject.”

Rick Davis, Baytown city 
manager, the city is tak-
ing steps to stay informed 
about the spreading virus. 

“We are trying to reas-
sure people that we are 
continuing to have weekly 
meetings with the (emer-
gency operations center), 
the health department, and 
other emergency person-
nel,” he said. “We have 

SEE TEXAS • PAGE 3

Two dozen confirmed Texas cases of coronavirus

Officials  
cautiously 
approach 
COVID-19

SEE APPROACH • PAGE 3

Prevention tips

* Stay home if sick
* Practice proper hand hygiene
* Cover cough and sneezes
* Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth
* Avoid contact with sick individuals
* Disinfect commonly touched surfaces
* Avoid necessary travel to at-risk 
countries

US cases approach 1,000

President Donald Trump listens during a meeting about the coronavirus, COVID-19 with Vice President Mike Pence 
and members of the insurance industry in the White House Tuesday. Trump’s proposed payroll tax break met with 
bipartisan resistance on Capitol Hill as pressure mounts on the administration to work more vigorously to contain 
the coronavirus outbreak and respond to the financial fallout. See story on Page 3. (AP photo by Oliver Contreras)

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRISCO, Texas — The wife and 
3-year-old child of a Texas man 
found to have the new coronavirus 
following a trip to California have 
also tested positive, health officials 
said Tuesday.

Texas has now more than two doz-
en confirmed cases of COVID-19.

The family lives in the Dallas sub-
urb of Frisco, and all were in stable 
condition and under self-quarantine 
at their home, Collin County Health 
Care Services said in a statement. 
Another child in the family was 
also being re-tested. The father is 
believed to be the first person in 
Texas to contract the virus within 
the U.S.

For most people, the new coro-
navirus causes only mild or moder-
ate symptoms, such as a fever and 
cough. For some, especially old-
er adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause severe 

complications, including pneumo-
nia.

The vast majority of people re-
cover from the new virus. Accord-
ing to the World Health Organi-
zation, people with mild illness 
recover in about two weeks, while 
those with more severe illness may 
take three to six weeks to recover. 
In mainland China, where the virus 
first exploded, more than 80,000 
people have been diagnosed and 

more than 58,000 have so far recov-
ered.

Dr. John Hellerstadt, commis-
sioner of the Texas Department of 
Health and Human Services, said 
Tuesday that he could not provide 
lawmakers with the number of peo-
ple tested for the virus in the state. 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has also 
asked health insurers to waive costs 
related to diagnosing the virus for 
families who are on state-regulated 
insurance plans.

A dozen cases around Houston 
have all been related to travelers on 
an Egyptian cruise. Lackland Air 
Force Base in San Antonio has also 
received passengers from cruise 
ships and American evacuees from 
Wuhan, China.

In Montgomery County, located 
just north of Houston, health offi-
cials said Tuesday that a man in his 
40s who was being treated at a 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County elected law enforcement officials pre-
sented an emphatic united front in the Commissioners 
Court meeting Tuesday in opposition to proposals from 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia to look for cost 
savings in the county constable offices, including possi-
ble elimination of the contract constable program.

All eight county constables attended the Commis-
sioners Court meeting, and Sheriff Ed Gonzalez voiced 
support for the program. “On this issue I stand in soli-
darity with the constables,” he said.

 Reportedly more than 100 members of the public 
signed up to speak in favor of keeping it.

Garcia, whose precinct includes Baytown, Highlands 
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Commissioner pulls 
plan to study constable 
contract program

http://baytownsun.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=40S&uuid=027c0295-2c6a-57e3-a4d4-cfb6aef80a90

