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“I am not the Christ but 
am sent ahead of him. 
The bride belongs to 
the bridegroom. The 
friend who attends the 
bridegroom waits and 
listens for him, and is full 
of joy when he hears the 
bridegroom’s voice. That 
joy is mine, and it is now 
complete.” — John 3:28-29
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Husband taken into 
custody in murder of  
Sheldon-area woman

BY ALAN DALE
alan.dale@baytownsun.com

Cori Carraway wanted to do something to tick away 
the doldrums of being stuck at home without school or 
track and field, so she wanted to stay busy.

Oh, and while doing that, become a hero as well.
Combined with the help of her mother Holly, the 

Carraways of Mont Belvieu – by way of some help 
from others – decided it was the right time to help 
make protective medical masks as the world battles the 
COVID-19 pandemic that has relegated to their homes 
for the majority of their time.

“My daughter, who is an amateur seamstress, has 
been sewing with her grandmother and myself,” Holly 
said. “She came to me after she saw a video of some-
one in a homemade mask. She said, ‘let’s do this’ and 
make some masks. So, I called a friend to see if she had 
any material.”

What has turned into 1,000 yards of thread and 70 
completed mask enterprise started after family friend, 
Tanya Sled, got the Carraways their first 10 yards to 
start.

“She had a bunch of fabrics for me and dropped it on 
our porch,” Holly said. “My daughter and I started cut-
ting up patterns. We found a lot of patterns online and 

found some that were easy for her. The intention was to 
just keep her busy with something to do.

“She’s involved in track and tennis, so this has really 
impacted her,” Holly said. 

The idea was posted on Holly’s social media ac-
counts and others started to get on board and tagging 
nursing friends who have since reached out to the Car-
raways since this began last week.

“I’ve been connecting with all sorts of people,” Hol-
ly said. “The current supply of masks is so low, we’ve 
had a huge outreach from local medical professionals: 
respiratory therapists, nurses in assisted living facili-
ties, and even a nurse working seven 12-hour shifts at 
a prison right now. 

“So, we are just going to keep making masks as 
long as there is a need. For a lot of people, the masks 
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The 2020 hurricane season is ex-
pected to have above normal num-
bers of tropical storms and hurricanes 
which could lead to a very busy sea-
son according to experts at an Accu-
Weather briefing Tuesday. 

Daniel Kottlowski, Expert Senior 
Meteorologist at AccuWeather, not-
ed that there is some potential for 
this season to become a “hyper-ac-
tive” year with more than 20 tropical 
storms. This could happen if the El 
Niño–Southern Oscillation pattern 
transitions into a La Nina phase by 
September.

Analog years chosen for this sea-
son suggest a good chance for mul-
tiple impact on the U.S. mainland. 

One of those years, 
2005, was the most ac-
tive Atlantic hurricane 
season on record 27 
named storms and 15 
hurricanes including 
Katrina and Rita.

However, other 
comparative years 
include 1952, 1959, 
1978 and 1980 which 

only saw two major hurricanes form 
compared to 2005’s seven. 

“Going from an ENSO pattern to a 
normal pattern into possibly, La Nina, 
the atmosphere undergoes a change 
not only in the Pacific, but forcing 
other things to happen in the Atlan-
tic,” Kottlowski said. “If we see a La 
Nina develop quickly in the Pacific 

Experts predict ‘Above 
average’ storm season

Cori and Holly Carraway have been working hard to create Personal Protective Equipment medical masks in light of 
a shortage as the COVID-19 pandemic grips the nation. (Photo by Payson Carraway)

MB mother, daughter duo use 
sewing talents to make masks

“We are just going to keep 
making masks as long as 

there is a need”

UnitedHealthcare 
extends status with 
Houston Methodist

THE BAYTOWN SUN

Houston Methodist and UnitedHealthcare are extending 
in-network status for physicians through May 31 in response 
to the ongoing public health crisis stemming from COVID-19, 
the illness caused by the new coronavirus.

“To ensure our members in Houston can continue their re-
lationships with their 
physicians during this 
time, we have extend-
ed our agreement with 
Houston Methodist’s 
physicians,” Cole 
Manbeck, a spokes-
man for UnitedHealthcare, said. 

In a statement sent out to customers, the Houston Meth-
odist Physician Organization wrote, “Our physicians will be 
able to see our United patients for an extended period. We 
know this situation has been difficult for you, so we will  

BY PAUL J. WEBER 

The Associated Press

Gov. Greg Abbott said Tuesday that 
Texas’ schools will stay closed through 
at least May and imposed restrictions that 

doctors and even his critics say amount to 

a stay-at-home order for the state — de-
spite Abbott refusing to call it that.

Most governors have now imposed 
stay-at-home orders as coronavirus cas-
es mount in the U.S., but Abbott has re-
jected doing so for his state of 29 million 

BY MARK FLEMING
mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo ex-
tended the Stay Home, Work Safe order 
through the end of April Tuesday and did 
not rule out the possibility it could last 
even longer. Her announcement of the 
order came just minutes after Gov. Greg 

Abbott imposed similar restrictions state-

wide and announced that schools will re-

open for face-to-face classes May 4 at the 

earliest.
Abbott’s and Hidalgo’s orders were 

similar and both said the orders were 

based on guidance from the Centers for 

Homebound by virus
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Harris County judge extends stay-at-home order
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Governor closes all 
schools through May

County 
virus 
cases 
hit 680
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mark.fleming@baytownsun.com

By Tuesday afternoon 
there were 680 confirmed 
cases of coronavirus in 
Harris County. 

The City of Houston 
reported 68 new cases for 
the day, bringing the city’s 
total to 377, and Harris 
County reported 49 new 
cases for the day, bringing 
the total within the coun-
ty but outside the City of 
Houston to 303.

The total numbers in-
clude current cases, per-
sons who have recovered, 
and persons who have 
died. 

Houston has reported 
four deaths and Harris 
County has reported two.

Chambers County has 
reported nine cases.

In spite of an early em-
phasis on the heightened 
risk of infections for peo-
ple over 60 years of age, 
the local reports cover a 
broad age spectrum, with 
more than half of the peo-
ple confirmed infected in 
the City of Houston under 
the age of 60. 

Both Harris and Cham-
bers county health depart-
ments reporting more than 
half of the infected per-
sons under the age of 50.

In a Tuesday press con-
ference, Governor Greg 
Abbott said that about 
11% of the patients diag-
nosed with coronavirus 
in Texas are hospitalized; 
the remainder recover at 
home.

The Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
reported Tuesday that 
3,266 Texans have been 
diagnosed with the illness 
and 41 have died. 

About half of the coun-
ties in Texas have con-
firmed cases: 122 of 254. 

9 positive tests 
in Chambers Co.


