BAYTOWN AREA REPUBLICAN RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO GOOSE CREEK CONSOLIDATED ISD BOND PROPOSALS ON THE NOVEMBER 2023 BALLOT AND THE RELATED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.

WHEREAS; The 2023 GCCISD bond proposal was devised through a secretive, non-transparent committee process which was closed to the public and media, several voting committee members with close ties to GCCISD were selected by the administration to serve on the committee in opposition to Republican principles as stated in the 2022 Texas Republican Party platform, specifically, item #109 “Education Transparency” requiring schools to be fully transparent with parents and taxpayers.

WHEREAS; The GCCISD board of Trustees vote to place these bonds on the ballot was not a unanimous vote, had outspoken opposition from the public including local Republicans, and online polls show over 80% voter opposition, this bond does not have the necessary widespread support of the community.

WHEREAS; If passed, the 2023 bond proposition would implement a property tax increase and an unsustainable increase in debt over one billion dollars in opposition to Republican principles as stated in the 2022 Texas Republican Party platform, specifically, items; #75 “Government Spending and Taxation” Calling for a reduction in spending and taxation at all levels, #90 “Axe the property Tax”, #91 “Property Tax Relief” calling for an elimination of property taxes and #92 “Bonds Create Bondage”

WHEREAS; If the GCCISD bonds and corresponding debt and tax increases were passed, especially if by a low turnout, low margin of victory, the results would not be an indication of the wishes of a true majority of taxpayers in opposition to Republican principles as stated in the 2022 Texas Republican Part Platform, specifically item #239 “Bond Elections” which urges a change to the election code where bond elections must pass by a 2/3rds majority and with at least 20% registered voter turnout, and to properly disclose on the ballot the amount of debt and debt service required if the bond were to pass.

WHEREAS; GCCISD has seen dramatic increases in per student funding over the past three years with an increasing proportion being spent on administration instead of the classroom and teachers I opposition to Republican principles as stated in the 2022 Texas Republican Party Platform item #93 “Administrative Bloat is Not Transformative”

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE UNDERSIGNED BAYTOWN AREA REPUBLICAN VOTERS, LEADERS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS DO HEREBY STATE OUR OPPOSITION TO THE PASSAGE OF ALL GCCISD BOND PROPOSITIONS ON THE NOVEMBER 2023 BALLOT AND URGE ALL REPUBLICANS TO SUPPORT REPUBLICAN VALUES AND SUPPORT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF TEXAS PLATFORM BY CASTING VOTES AGAINST THE PROPOSITIONS AT THE BALLOT ON NOVEMBER 7, 2023 OR DURING EARLY VOTING OCTOBER 23 THROUGH NOVEMBER 3, 2023. WE FURTHER DECLARE COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION SHOULD BE DELIVERED TO THE HARRIS AND CHAMBERS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTIES, LOCAL MEDIA OUTLETS AND THE GCCISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND TO BE PUBLISHED AT EVERY OUTLET AVAILABLE.
