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Parent seeks answers 

from district over wreck

Are you reAdy?

The Matagorda Coun-

ty Emergency Opera-

tions Center is asking 
county residents to 
check sure their hurri-
cane preparedness plan 
is set in place as the first 
Gulf  threat is expected 
to enter the region this 
weekend. 

As of  Friday, Aug. 27, 
it appears that Tropical 
Depression  #9 is ex-

pected to head towards 
the Louisiana area as a 
Category 1 hurricane 

and may strengthen to a 
category 2 or 3. 

But the Matagorda 
County Emergency Op-

erations Center said this 
is a good opportunity to 
make sure you have your 
hurricane preparedness 
kits ready for the strong 
time of  the hurricane 
season ahead. 

According to the oper-
ations center, residents 
need to:

Be able to survive 
without help for several 
days. 

Be ready if  you lose 
power for days and days. 

Have enough food, 
water, medicine. 

An thing else you need 
for you and your family.

Prepare NOW!
We have no idea what 

the current storm will 
do, this information 
isn’t tied to one storm. 
It is meant to cover all 
storms this year.

If  you are not sure we 
are providing you with 
information that you 
need, ask someone from 
Galveston or Rockport, 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See PREPARE Page 3A

Tropical disturbance 
takes aim at coast 

The mother of  one the Bay City 
High School student killed Aug. 19 is 
looking for answers from the school 
district as to how her son was able to 
go off  campus without school offi-
cials knowing.

Viola Loredo, whose son Matthew 
was one of  the boys killed in  a one-
car accident in the 600 block of  Martin 
Luther King Boulevard, is questioning 
why no one was checking to make sure 

he wasn’t allowed to go off-campus 
during the lunch. 

As an underclassman, Matthew 
Loredo shouldn’t have been allowed to 
go off  campus during the lunch hour 
per school policy. Only seniors and 
juniors in the Bay City Scholars pro-

gram were allowed to go off  campus 
for lunch.

“Why was my son not being super-
vised?” Loredo said. “This all could 

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

Scholarship winner turns global trainee at Tenaris
For Madison O’Neal, Glob-

al Trainee in the plant’s hot 
rolling mill, home matters. 
Having lived her whole life in 
Matagorda County, she knows 
and loves the area, and she is 
thrilled to begin her career right 
in her own backyard. 

“I like the small-town feel, 
going everywhere and knowing 
everyone. Here, I have family 
relationships with everyone; I 
know their grandparents,” she 
says, “and I love the coast.”

It was in Matagorda County 
where O’Neal discovered her 
passion for mechanical engi-
neering. She’d always had a love 
for math and problem solving, 
and thanks to her family, she 
saw mechanical engineering at 
work from a young age. 

Growing up, she got a front 

row seat to her father’s drag 
racing as well as the chance 
to get her hands dirty at her 
granddad’s machine shop. Me-

chanics appealed to her. 
“Hot rolling mill tooling,” 

says O’Neal, “is a machine shop 
on a large industrial scale.”

In high school, O’Neal first 
connected with Tenaris, which 
started construction on the Bay 
City plant in 2013 and commis-

sioned fall 2017, as a scholar-
ship applicant. 

During her senior year, she 
applied for and received a Te-

naris Merit Award; she was one 
of  fifty students in the U.S. to 
receive a scholarship from the 
company. 

The $20,000, life-changing 

Staff Reports

See ANSWERS Page 3A

GivinG ThAnks To FronTline heroes

Matagorda Regional Medical Center nurses, doctors and staff were warmed and tears of grat-

itude shed when they received the most special gifts from Blessing and Markham Elementary 

schools this week. (Contributed photo)

See TENARIS Page 3A
Matagorda County’s Madison O’Neal turns scholarship into global trainee at Tenaris.

A memorial can 

be found for 

Matthew Loredo 

near the site of 

the single-ve-

hicle accident 

that claimed his 

life. (Anthony 

Maenza photo)
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