
Nelson ‘humbled,’ aims to move Bay City forward
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Robert Nelson was 
“very humbled” by the 
historic results of  Satur-
day’s runoff  election as 
he won the election to be 
named mayor for the city 
of  Bay City.

Nelson defeated long-
time council member Julie 
Estlinbaum 830-691 when 
the final results were an-
nounced Saturday evening. 

“I would like to thank 
the citizens of  Bay City 

for their support and con-
fidence,” Nelson told the 
Tribune following Satur-
day’s election results.

Nelson won the early 
voting by a count of  551 
votes to Estlinbaum’s 492 
votes. When the results 
were released from Satur-
day’s count, Nelson gar-
nered 279 votes to Estlin-
baum’s 199.

Only 1,493 votes were 
cast in the runoff  election 
and Nelson also had to 
overcome a late endorse-
ment by former mayoral 

candidate Bobby Head for 
Estlinbaum.

“I am truly humbled by 
the confidence that the 
people of  Bay City have 
in me,” Nelson said. “I am 
going to do the best I can 
to serve the people of  Bay 
City.”

While he remained con-
fident that the outcome 
would turn his way, Nel-
son said he put his trust in 
the Lord as far as the out-
come of  the race.

“I prayed about this pri-
or to the election and I fol-

lowed His direction and I 
didn’t know how it would 
come out,” Nelson said. 
“I trusted Him in whatev-
er way it was supposed to 
come out.”

Nelson is expected to be 
sworn into office at this 
Thursday’s council meet-
ing.

Nelson said he has no 
agenda as he assumes the 
mayor’s office in Bay City.

“I was to get together 
with the other members of  
city council and make sure 
that we aligned and on the 

same page and working to-
gether,” Nelson said.

He said one issue that 
needs to be rectified is 
the broken road that lies 
between council and the 
mayor’s office. 

“The mayor and council 
have not gotten along and 
that is one of  the things 
that needs to be reme-
died,” Nelson said. “I want 
to make sure the council 
and mayor are working to-
gether to be able to move 

Application being accepted for Leadership Matagorda Class 15
STAFF REPORTS

The Bay City Chamber 
of  Commerce and Agricul-
ture, in conjunction with 
the Palacios Economic De-
velopment Corporation, 
Bay City Community De-
velopment Corporation, 
and the Matagorda County 
Economic Development 
Corporation have released 
applications for Leadership 
Matagorda Class 15.

Leadership Matagorda is 

a ten-month program de-
signed to nurture and en-
gage the leadership skills of  
potential and current lead-
ers by providing an atmo-
sphere that stimulates and 
fosters diverse viewpoints. 
This group of  leaders will 
seek innovative answers to 
the critical questions fac-
ing our communities and 
county. 

The program will in-
still in the participants an 
awareness of  their commu-

nity and the ability to con-
nect leaders with emerging 
and current issues. Over 
the 10-month course, par-
ticipants will be immersed 
in all aspects of  the county, 
engage in leadership train-
ing, and receive an in-depth 
education in the communi-
ty and county processes.

Leadership Matagorda 
seeks to build an active 
corps of  engaged, dedicat-
ed civic leaders countywide 
that will work together to 

build up Matagorda Coun-
ty.  Graduates that will chal-
lenge themselves through 
service to their employers 
and our community in ac-
tive community-building 
efforts.

Participants in Leader-
ship Matagorda will grad-
uate with an awareness of  
community needs, chal-
lenges, and opportunities. 
They also will have the op-
portunity to promote and 
establish relationships and 

share resources with other 
community volunteers and 
leaders county-wide while 
practicing and developing 
leadership skills to develop 
into people of  influence.

The schedule consists 
of  a weekend retreat, eight 
full-days of  sessions held 
the second Wednesday 
of  the month (schedule 
subject to change), and an 
overnight trip to Austin. 
Subjects covered include 
criminal/judicial, local gov-

ernment, tourism and ag-
riculture, industry, educa-
tion, medical, and regional 
philanthropy. 

The Leadership Matago-
rda Program seats are limit-
ed. A complete application 
will only be considered if  
the application and tuition 
is paid in advance. 

If  not selected for the 
course, full refunds will be 
issued.  Tuition after July 
1st is $650. Early Bird June 
registration is $500.

Seth challenges Bonnen 
to represent Brazoria, 
Matagorda counties

Rhonda Seth, an ER 
nurse and lifelong Brazo-
ria County resident, has 
entered the 2020 Repub-
lican primary to challenge 
11-term representative 
Dennis Bonnen.

Seth said in a statement, 
“Recently, Dennis Bonnen 
said on social media that 
more women need to put 
their names on the ballot. 

Former teacher 
gets 10 years 
sentence

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

A former Bay City In-
dependent School District 
teacher has been sentenced 
to 10 years in prison for 
online solicitation of  a mi-
nor and improper relation-
ship between educator/
student.

Rachel A. Gonzales, 45, 
was sentenced after be-
ing found guilty on the 
charges stemming from a 
Dec. 2017 arrest. 

According to Matagorda 
County District Attorney 
Steven Reis, the plea rec-
ommendation at the time 
was that the prison sen-
tence is suspended after a 
period of  time and she be 
placed on community su-
pervision for a period of  
time (shock probation).

Reis said a bench war-
rant was issued for her 
return back to Matagorda 

County in order to com-
plete that process. Cur-
rently the case is set for 
June 19 for that purpose.

Gonzales was found 
guilty of  having an im-
proper relationship with a 
13-year-old student.

According to reports, 
the Bay City Police De-
partment were called to 
the high school on Dec. 
15, 2017 to meet with 
school officers regarding 
the incident. 

Reports indicated that 
the child’s father found 

Blessing Fundraiser

Annual hotel 
fundraiser set 
for July 20

By RYLEE LARSON
rylee.larson@baycitytribune.com

The Blessing Hotel will 
be hosting their 5th Annual 
Car Show and fundraiser 
July 20 with the proceeds 
going to the upkeep of  
the hotel. The proceeds 
will be used for the main-
tenance of  the hotel, re-
pairs and repainting.

Blessing communi-
ty member David Cobb 
commented on the fund-
raiser said, “The fundrais-
er gets bigger and bigger 
every year, we’re expect-
ing a large turnout.” 

There will be a live auc-
tion, music, raffle tickets 
for purchase and available 

booth spaces. The car 
show will not only feature 
cars but trucks, motorcy-
cles, and other miscella-
neous classes. This will be 
the third year this fund-
raiser has included the car 
show brought by Penny 
Boon. 

People from Corpus 
Christi, Houston and sur-
rounding cities come out 
to the fundraiser to see 
these classic and redone 
cars. Awards will be given 
to the cars for first place 
in its class, best of  show, 
people’s choice, the most 
patriotic, the Blessing 
Hotel and Coffee Shop 
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