
Council OKs same tax rate for 2020
By JIMMY GALVAN

jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Bay City Council ap-
proved a motion to set the 
proposed tax rate for next 
fiscal year at .65500/100 
and is set to ratify the tax 
rate at the Sept. 12 meet-
ing. 

During the Wednes-
day, Aug. 7 meeting, Bay 

City Council member Bill 
Cornman proposed set-
ting the proposed tax rate 
at .67500/100 but his mo-
tion died due the lack of  a 
second.

Bay City Council mem-
ber Jason Childers then 
motioned to set the tax 
rate the same rate as the 
previous year and was sec-
onded by council mem-

ber Julie Estlinbaum. The 
motion passed four to 
one with Cornman voting 
against the measure.

Council is set to hold 
two public hearings on the 
proposed 2020 fiscal year 
tax rate for Thursday, Aug. 
22 and Thursday, Aug. 29. 

Childers offered the fol-
lowing statement concern-
ing the tax rate on a Face-

book posting.
“Last night council vot-

ed to keep the same city 
tax rate for our citizens. 
Although this sounds like 
great news it leaves The 
administration with a very 
difficult budget to operate 
with in the upcoming fiscal 
year. The city is constantly 
trying to make Bay City a 
great place to live and vis-

it,” Childers stated. 
“How can we all help 

improve on our city and 
ultimately drive the tax 
rate down? The answer is 
quite simple... I charge ev-
eryone, including myself, 
to shop local every chance 
you get and encourage 
others to do the same. 
Sales tax and maintaining 
and growing our existing 

and incoming businesses 
will help grow our sales 
tax revenue that allows us 
to 1) Grow our general 
fund. 2) Pay our employ-
ees a competitive/market 
rate that will assist us in 
becoming fully staffed and 
maintain the experienced 
and seasoned personnel 

County enacts 
burn ban

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

A burn ban is now in ef-
fect for Matagorda County, 
according to an announce-
ment made Monday, Aug. 
12 by Amanda Campos, 
Matagorda County Emer-
gency Management Coor-
dinator.

Matagorda County auto-
matically triggers the burn 
ban when the Keetch-
Byram Drought Index 
reaches 500, the same in-
dex that many other coun-
ties across Texas use.

Rainfall in the county 
has been minimal as of  late 
and drought conditions ex-
ist at this time.

The current version of  
the Outdoor Burning Rule 

is the result of  a concerted 
effort to produce a stream-
lined, unambiguous rule 
that can be applied consis-
tently and fairly through-
out Texas. Its purpose is to 
protect the environment, 
promote public health and 
safety, and avoid nuisance 
conditions through the 
sensible regulation of  out-
door burning.

Matagorda County Judge 
Nate McDonald said the 
Keetch-Byram Drought 
Index has been used for 
years by the county but 
added there are other fac-
tors that might be used by 
commissioner’s court in 
adopting an outdoor burn 
ban, such as citizen input, 

Trustees gain 
update on 
construction 
projects

By RACHEL JOHNSON
rachel.johnson@baycitytribune.com

The Bay City ISD board 
of  trustees was updat-
ed on construction proj-
ects immediately after the 
scheduled special meeting 
Wednesday, Aug 7.
Discussion of  schools 
and construction proj-
ects

There was a discussion 
on the on the construction 
projects for the different 
schools and projects in the 
district. 
Bay City Junior High: 

Furniture for the build-

ing is wrapping up with 
the building with all new 
furniture and putting it in 
all the rooms, basically, to 
be finished Thursday, Aug 
8. Teachers, administrators 
are moving into the build-
ing, everything’s coming 
together pretty smooth-
ly. Kitchen training on 
equipment was scheduled 
for Monday, Aug 12. The 
overall system and func-
tioning of  the building is 
complete and ready to be 
used, there has been fire 
marshal approval on all the 

County approves 
Pilson as coastal 
marine resources agent

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

Matagorda County 
Commissioners approved 
the hiring of  Nicole Pilson 
as the Matagorda Coun-
ty Coastal and Marine 
Resources Agent during 
Monday’s regular meeting.

“Nicole is an outstand-
ing candidate for this po-
sition,” said Dr. Aaron 
Sumrall, Matagorda Coun-

ty Extension Agent. “I had 
a chance to interview five 
outstanding candidates for 
this position so the com-
petition for this position 
was pretty impressive.”

Pilson has her marine 
biology degree in biology 
from University of  Texas 
A&M-Galveston and her 
masters degree from Texas 
State University. 

BCISD CAT Camp set for Friday
By RYLEE LARSON

rylee.larson@baycitytribune.com

This year’s Bay City 
High School’s 5th CAT 
Camp will be held on Aug. 
16 from 1-5 p.m. 

CAT Camp is a four-
hour long camp for all 

students at Bay City High 

School. It is designed to 
excite the students for the 

upcoming school year and 

to encourage the students 

with school spirit and 

pride.

Amy Ging, a BCISD 
high school teacher, is in 
charge of  the camp. Ging 
has been leading CAT 
Camp for several years 
now and is an example of  
having school spirit. She 
is active and involved in 
multiple other clubs and 
organizations.

“CAT Camp was start-
ed because there was not 
a freshmen orientation 
event at BCHS. Instead 
of  making it only open to 
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WHAT’SINSIDE OBITUARIES/2
•	Larry	Davis,	Sr.
•	Kayla	Sanchez
•	Chris	Simon
•	Thelma	Gilmer

3DAYOUTLOOK
WEDNESDAY

99/79

40%

FRIDAY

95/79

20%

THURSDAY

96/78

80%

See COUNTY Page 3

See BCISD Page 3

See CAT Page 3See PILSON Page 12

See COUNCIL Page 3

The pads are on and high school football is set to begin this weekend as area teams will be preparing for 

the upcoming season with scrimmages this Friday. Bay City will travel to Sweeny for a scrimmage starting 

at 6:45 p.m. Van Vleck will host St. John’s XXIII at 6 p.m. Tidehaven will travel to Industrial for a scrimmage 

starting at 6 p.m. and Palacios will travel to Flatonia for a scrimmage at 6 p.m. (Anna Hernandez photos)

Boys of  Fall

L to R: Four seniors and leaders for this years BCISD CAT 

Camp Isaiah Lopez, Julianne Friesenhahn, Jaden Jara-

millo, and Mallory Grimes.  (Rylee Larson photo) 


