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• Mary Sue Snyder

School districts get first glance at testing scores
TEA says COVID-19 learning loss has had an effect on STAAR results

Learning disruptions as a re-

sult of  the COVID-19 pandem-

ic have had an effect on student 
performance in certain subjects.

That became apparent after 
the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) released results from the 
State of  Texas Assessments of  
Academic Readiness (STAAR) 
exams.

Results from those exams 
from earlier this year showed a 
decline from 2019, which was 
the last time students were test-
ed.

“As a result of  the learn-

ing disruptions caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
number of  students not meet-
ing grade level increased from 
2019 across all subject areas and 
grade levels, with English I and 
English II being the only ex-

ceptions,” a statement from the 
TEA said. “As a subject area, 
mathematics reflects the larg-

est decline in proficiency across 
all grade levels. Districts with a 
higher percentage of  students 
learning virtually experienced a 
greater degree of  declines. Dis-
tricts with the highest percent-
age of  in-person learners largely 
avoided any learning declines in 

reading.”
Students receive a STAAR 

performance label of  Masters 
Grade Level, Meets Grade Lev-

el, Approaches Grade Level, 
or Did Not Meet Grade Level. 
Performance labels of  Masters, 
Meets, or Approaches indicate 
satisfactory achievement on the 
assessment.

Students in Grades 3 through 
8 were tested on math and read-

ing. Students in Grades 4 and 7 
were tested in writing. Grades 
5 and 8 were tested in science. 
Eighth grade students were also 
tested in social studies. High 
school students had end-of-

course exams in Algebra 1, En-

glish I, English II, Biology and 
U.S. History.

In Grade 3 reading, Tidehaven 
ISD had 94 percent approach, 
56 percent meet and 31 percent 
master grade level. Palacios ISD 
had 79 percent approach, 36 
percent meet and 17 percent 
master grade level. Van Vleck 
ISD had 68 percent approach, 
35 percent meet and 15 percent 
master grade level. Bay City ISD 
had 49 percent approach, 21 
percent meet and 9 percent mas-
ter grade level. The state average 
was 68 percent approaching, 38 
percent meeting and 19 percent 

mastering grade level.
In Grade 3 math, Tidehaven 

ISD had 89 percent approach, 
59 percent meet and 33 percent 
master grade level. Palacios ISD 
had 89 percent, 37 percent meet 
and 19 percent master grade lev-

el. Van Vleck ISD had 71 per-
cent approach, 38 percent meet 
and 18 percent master grade. 
Bay City ISD had 48 percent ap-

proach, 19 percent meet and 5 
percent master grade level. The 
state average in the subject was 
61 percent approaches, 30 per-

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

See TESTING Page 3A

Bay City ISD’s Board 
of  Trustees accepted the 
resignation of  Position 
2 trustee John DeWitt 
during a special meeting 
Monday night.

DeWitt was elected to 
the board in 2019 and was 
just finishing up his first 
term on the board when 
he submitted a letter to the 
board noting his intentions 
to resign.

The board voted to 
have a special election in 
November to fill out the 
final months of  DeWitt’s 
term, which is up in May 
of  2022. 

Any person who wins 
the special election would 
have to run again in May, 
if  they so choose, to get a 
full three-year term.

The board also had the 
choice to appoint someone 
for the remainder of  the 
term or leave it vacant until 
the May election.

Bay City ISD board 
president James Scardami 
read DeWitt’s letter of  
resignation to the board.

 “Please accept this 
letter as notice that I am 
resigning from the Bay 
City ISD School Board 
effective immediately 
for personal and family 
reasons. To you, the entire 
board, Dr. Scott, and the 
entire Blackcat family I 
want to thank you from 
the bottom of  my heart for 
the chance to be a servant 
in our community,” the 

letter read. “Thank you 
to our community that 
entrusted me and allowed 
me to be a part of  our 
children’s lives and taking 
every opportunity to make 
Bay City ISD the best 
school district that there 
is. I believe that we have 
a great thing going here 
at Bay City ISD and pray 
that it continues to flourish 
and exceed everyone’s 
expectations. My prayers 
that God’s favor and 
wisdom guide this board 
to make the best decisions 
possible for our students 
and entire Blackcat family. 
I am closing with a 
scripture that must remain 
close to the trustees and 
any volunteer’s heart, Mark 
9:35, “Sitting down, Jesus 
called the 12 and said, 
“Anyone who wants to be 
first must be the very last 
and a servant of  all.”

Scardami did mention 
that DeWitt is pursuing 
a college degree and a lot 
of  things going on in his 
family life after he read the 
letter.

Bay City ISD will host 
Registration Week at four 
of  its five campuses over 
the week of  July 20-24.

With the first day of  
school less than a month 
away, BCISD is making a 
push to register returning 
and new students to the 

district as early as possible. 
Early registration allows 
the district to create class 
rosters and assign students 
to their teachers before 
Meet the Teacher Night 
ceremonies. All students, 
including those that were 
in BCISD last year, must 
complete the registration 

process.
Registration can 

be done online by 
visiting bcblackcats.
net/registration, or by 
attending these in-person 
Registration Week events. 

Tuesday, July 20: 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. at Bay City Junior 
High

Wednesday, July 21: 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Tenie 
Holmes Elementary

Thursday, July 22: 3 
p.m.-7:30 p.m. at Cherry 
Elementary

Friday, July 23: 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. at Bay City High 
School

Parents and students 

can register at any of  
the campuses during 
Registration Week, 
regardless of  the campus 
the student will attend in 
2021-22. Linnie Roberts 
Principal Marissa Wendel 
will be on hand at Tenie 
Holmes on Wednesday to 
represent her school, as 

Roberts is in the process 
of  moving to their new 
state-of-the-art campus. 

BCISD will also have a 
booth at Market Days on 
the square on Saturday, 
July 24, with laptop 
computers set up to help 
any parents register their 
new or returning students.

Staff Reports

BCISD hosting Registration Week on campuses

By ANTHONY MAENZA
anthony.maenza@baycitytribune.com

DeWitt resigns 
from BCISD 
trustee post

John DeWitt

District 25 Texas House Representative Cody Vasut talks to media after Democrats walked out of the special 

legislative session in Austin this week. (Contributed photo)

District 25 Texas House 
Representative Cody Vasut 
said he was “disappoint-
ed” that the majority of  
the Democrats in the Tex-

as House left for Wash-

ington D.C. July 12 to ba-

sically thwart the special 
legislative session called in 
Austin.

“I am disappointed by 
the decision of  over 50 
of  my Democratic col-
leagues to break quorum, 
fly to Washington D.C. on 
private jets with their case 
of  Miller Lite, and contin-

ue to collect money from 
Texas taxpayers for doing 
absolutely nothing. Texans 
expect their elected offi-

cials to show up and do 
the job they were elected 
to do, not run away from 

the legislative process,” 
Vasut said.

Published reports indi-
cated that the Democrats 
in the Texas House left 
the state in a bid to deny 
Republicans the quorum 
needed to pass new vot-
ing restrictions during the 
special legislative session 
called mainly for that pur-
pose.

“Since Democrats refuse 
to show up, the work of  
your Texas House of  Rep-

resentatives has ground to 
a halt. We cannot take up 
any legislation or hold any 
committee hearings while 
Democrats deprive us of  
a quorum. That means we 
cannot pass critical bills to 
deliver property tax relief  
to Brazoria and Matago-

rda County residents, pro-

tect the integrity of  our 

elections, reform our bail 
system to protect public 
safety, increase resources 
to secure our border, pro-

vide a 13th check to retired 
teachers, and more,” Vasut 
said.

Texas’ fight against the 
voting rights bill only mag-

nifies the fight at the na-

tional level.
“Today, Texas House 

Democrats stand united 
in our decision to break 
quorum and refuse to let 
the Republican-led legisla-

ture force through danger-
ous legislation that would 
trample on Texans’ free-

dom to vote,” Democratic 
leaders said in a joint state-

ment released Monday.
Vasut said as a result 

of  the Democrats action, 
he has joined up with the 
move in the Texas House 

to bring the absent legis-
lators back to Texas even 
by arrest warrants if  nec-

essary.
“In response to the 

Democrats’ decision to 
break quorum, I joined my 
remaining Republican

colleagues in the Texas 
House in moving a call of  
the house, which authoriz-

es the House Sergeant-at-
Arms to work with state 
law enforcement agencies 
to secure the return of  the 
absent Democrats by ar-
rest warrants if  necessary. 
While the call remains in 
place, those of  us who 
remain cannot leave the 
chamber except with per-
mission of  the Speaker,” 
Vasut said. 

“I hope my Democratic 

State rep Vasut disappointed 
by Democrats leaving session

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See VASUT Page 3A
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