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Abortion bounty

While the second Legisla-

tive special session ended last 
week, the most controversial 
bill that has caused nationwide 
attention is the Texas Heart-
beat Act.

Texas Governor Greg Ab-

bott signed the bill into law 
Sept. 8 and it’s a measure that 

would prohibit in Texas abor-
tions as early as six weeks as 
well as open the door for pri-
vate citizens to sue abortion 
providers and others. 

District 25 Representative 
Cody Vasut praised the pass-

ing of  the bill which he called 
“the strongest pro-life bill in 
the country.

“Thanks to the way the Tex-

as bill was worded to avoid a 

legal challenge that befell sev-

eral other heartbeat bills, abor-
tion after the detection of  a 
heartbeat is now illegal in the 
state of  Texas. Huge win for 
life,” Vasut said. 

“We have been racking up 
several additional conserva-

tive wins this week, including 
passage of  election integrity 
(SB 1), anti-social media cen-

sorship (HB 20), bail reform 

(SB 3), virtual learning op-

tions to help schools respond 
to COVID-19 (SB 15), a one-
time supplemental payment 
to TRS retirees (SB 7), and 
restrictions on drug-induced 
abortions (SB 4).

I also have continued to 
push for rules changes to hold 
my colleagues that broke quo-

rum accountable,” Vasut said. 
But on Thursday, Sept. 9, 

the federal Justice Department 
sued Texas over the abortion 
law as U.S. Attorney General 
Merrick Garland announced 
the suit that was filed in the 
federal district court in Austin. 

“This kind of  scheme to 
nullify the Constitution of  the 
United States is one that all 

By JIMMY GALVAN
jimmy.galvan@baycitytribune.com

See FIGHT Page 3A

New state law may face federal court challenge

Hero’s Welcome Home

The Matagorda County Cavalry 

helped welcome home native 

son Rafael Cuellar, who was on 

leave from Afghanistan. Cuellar 

salutes a Calvary member after 

he was presented with a gift. 

Pictured right, father Manu-

el Cuellar and mother Maria 

Cueelar flank their son Rafael 
Cuellar at the ceremony. (Anna 

Hernandez photos

rice FestivAl memories

Images of  

Valor set 

for Palacios
Beginning Sept. 28, 

Palacios Area Historical 
Association will present 
“Images of  Valor: U.S. 
Latinos and Latinas in 
World War II,” an ex-

hibition created by the 
School of  Journalism 
and Center for Mexican 
American Studies at 
The University of  Texas 
at Austin and produced 
by Humanities Texas, 

Staff Reports

Congressman Michael 
Cloud (TX-27) led a 
congressional letter to 
the Biden Administra-

tion opposing the re-

cently announced ban 
on Russian ammunition 
imports. This ban will 
exacerbate an existing 

ammunition shortage in 
the U.S., driving up pric-

es for Americans. 
On Aug. 20, the 

State Department an-

nounced that it would 
be imposing a series of  

Staff Reports

Cloud opposes 
ban on foreign 
ammo imports

The Rice Festival is now over for this year but once again it 

brought back many memories of festivals of the past. From the 
carnival midway that thrilled the exceptional kids to the parade 
that returned to the streets of Bay City, the event was a welcomed 

sight again to many following the battle with the COVID pandemic 

this past year. (Anthony Maenza photos)

Joe Bernal at age 17 in 

Salinas, California on 

Sept. 1, 1945. Courte-

sy of the U.S. Latino & 

Latina WWII Oral History 

Project.
See VALOR Page 3A
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