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Nelson asks residents to 
voluntarily shelter-in-place

Bay City Mayor Robert Nelson said 
Monday, March 23 that he is not pre-
pared to order a shelter-in-place for 
residents of  the city but asked that all 
non-essential employees to voluntarily 
shelter-in-place.

Nelson said that Monday, March 23, 

the city had to send home an employee 
who was running fever. No other in-
formation is available on the condition 
of  that employee at this time.

“Out of  an abundance of  caution 
we are closing city hall and for those 
employees that can will be working 
from home. We have rolled our phones 
over and will be available by phone and 

email,” Nelson said. “We are in un-
charted territory and the landscape is 
constantly changing. As such we must 
be very flexible and change with it as 
the circumstances dictate.

“I do not want to order a shelter-in-
place, but I am asking all our citizens 
that are non-essential to voluntarily 
shelter-in-place. If  we don’t adhere 

to this, we will mandate a shelter-in-
place,” Nelson said. “Essential em-
ployees, like medical staff, pharmacies, 
grocery stores, banks restaurants can 
remain open in order to service the cit-
izens of  Bay City. I understand that this 
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Praise and worship with Clarice Williams and Power Church Praise 
Team during outdoor services on Sunday, March 22. (Jonnie Montalbo 
photo)
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Matagorda County Precinct 2 Com-
missioner Kent Pollard knew the de-
cision wouldn’t be a popular one but 
it was one that needed to be made for 
the safety of  the county’s residents.

“I knew we wouldn’t make every-
body happy (with the decision to 

close the beaches) but our job is to 
protect the citizens of  this county 
whether it is popular or not popular,” 
Pollard said during Monday’s meeting 
of  the Matagorda County Commis-
sioner’s Court.

Effective March 23, Commissioners 
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County facing heat over closure 
of  beaches during outbreak

County’s COVID-19 
grows to six positives

The Texas Department of  State 
Health Services (DSHS) has notified 
the Matagorda County Emergency 
Operations Center that one of  the 
private physicians has two individu-
als that have tested positive for the 
COVID-19.

One patient is a male and is be-
tween 55 and 65 years old and the sec-
ond patient is also male between the 
ages of  18 and 25. Both patients are at 
home and in self  quarantine and are 

in stable condition.
This brings the total of  Matagorda 

citizens that have been tested positive 
for COVID-19 to six.

The Matagorda County Emergency 
Operations Center understands that 
we now have many test results that are 
pending, in Matagorda County there 
are five locations that are testing for 
COVID-19. It is important that our 
citizens have a way of  getting tested if  
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During this time of  
the COVID-19 outbreak, 
many agencies are an-
nouncing ways to help 
and assist Matagorda 
County residents in dif-
ferent ways. 

Matagorda County 
United Way

Matagorda County 

United Way began an-
swering phone calls sev-
en days a week, 24 hours 
a day on March 18.

“We are taking this 
action to ensure anyone 
needing assistance or 
information during this 
time can obtain it as soon 
as possible,” Matagorda 
United Way said on its 
website. “Please follow 

the recommendations 
of  the Matagorda Coun-
ty Office of  Emergency 
Management, the Cen-
ter for Disease Control 
(CDC) and Matagorda 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter to keep yourself  and 
family safe during this 
crisis. Remember that our 
local stores are restock-
ing food, paper products 

and other merchandise 
daily. There is no need to 
purchase more than you 
need at any one time.”

Call 979-245-5852 if  
you are in need of  assis-
tance with various needs.

2-1-1 Texas
2-1-1 Texas, a program 

of  the Texas Health and 
Human Services Com-
mission, is committed 

to helping Texas citizens 
connect with the services 
they need. Whether by 
phone or internet our 
goal is to present accu-
rate, well-organized and 
easy-to-find information 
from over 60,000 state 
and local health and hu-
man services programs.

When you dial 2-1-1, 
select a language, then 

choose:
Option 1: for informa-

tion on services available 
in your area, available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week 
throughout the year. In-
formation is available in 
more than 90 languages. 
Calls are answered by 
HHSC 2-1-1 Texas In-

See SERVICES Page 6A
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Special services offered for those with questions 

Power Church, a local Christian 
church located on Doris Street in Bay 
City conducted Sunday morning ser-
vice as parishioners sat in or around 
their vehicles on the church’s front 
lawn on March 22, 2020. 

Instead of  holding service indoors 
in the traditional manner, churchgo-
ers were able to pull up in their cars to 
listen to the sermon at a safe distance 
from others.

By JONNIE MONTALBO
Tribune Correspondent
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Church takes unique 
approach to get Word out

Plane down

The Bay City Volunteer Fire Department helped with cleanup Tuesday 
at the Bay City Regional Airport after a crop duster clipped a tree 
during a service call. Firefighters were helping sweep up some of the 
dusting material that had spilled onto the ground. The plane and its 
pilot were able to land safely after the incident and no one was injured. 
(Anthony Maenza photo)

In their search for a 
new head football coach 
and athletic director, the 
Bay City ISD Board of  
Trustees put forth their 
ideas of  what qualities 
a top candidate should 
have.

During last week’s 
meeting, the trustees 
made up a list of  what 

they are looking for 
when it comes to a head 
coach and an athletic di-
rector.

The district has list-
ed both jobs separately, 
so there is a possibility 
the head football coach 
could be hired before 
the athletic director if  
there is not a candidate 
that can handle both po-
sitions.

Superintendent Mar-
shall Scott III said that 
advertising the position 
separately gives the dis-
trict more options when 
it comes to finding the 
right person or persons 
to fill those positions.

“Some head football 
coaches don’t want to 
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Bay City begins search 
for new football coach
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